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INTRODUCTION. 

EiE that has the bappy talent of pgiplor* 
^aching/^ says Dr* WattSy* «<has some* 
Dies done more for Christ and souls in the 
>ace of a few minutes^ than by the labor of 
any'bours and daya in the nsaal course of 
neaching in the pulpit." 
Or my first intercourse with Mjp« Cecily 
ow upwards of fifteen years since when in 
ift lull vigor of his mind^ 1 was so struck 
|tb the wisdom and originality of his re- 
Istrks^ that 1 considered it my duly to record 
Diat seemed to me most likely to be useful 
»• others. 

, .It should be observed that Mr. Cecil is made 
|q^ speak often of himself^ and^ to persons 
vho do not consider the circumstances of 
lie case^ there may appear much egotism in 
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^_ httmUe tttemi^C towards the reVw«Xot xeVx-^ssci* "^w:^ 



Tl INTBODUCTIQir* 

the quantity of such remarks here put 
gether, and in the manner in which his thi 
are* said: hut this will he treating him \ 
the most flagrant injustice; for it mus 
remembered that the remarks of this nal 
were chiefly made by him, from time to ti 
in answer to my particular inquiries 
his judgment and habits on certain point 
doctrine or practice. 

I have labored in recording those s€ 
ments which I have gathered from him 
conversation^ to preserve as much as poss 
his very expressions; and they who ^ 
familiar with his manner will he ahl 
judge, in genera], how far I have succeed 
hut 1 would explicitly disavow an exact ve; 
responsibility* For the sentiments I n 
myself answerable. 

In some instances, I have brought toge* 
observations made at different times: 
reader is liot therefore to understand that 
thoughts here collected on any subject al^ 
followed in immediate connexion. 
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r depicting the personal and ministerial 
laracter of my departed friend, while I stiall 
tmmunicate occasionally the impressions made by 
in on my own mind, most of which were record- 
L at the time they were made, I 8hall endeavor to 
nder him, as much as possible the pourtra^er of 
s own character, by detailing those descriptions 

his views and feelings which I gathered from 
m. 

Katurb, education, and grace combine to 
rm and model the PERSONAL CHARACTER 

every Christian. God gives to his reasonable 
*eature such physical and intellectual constitution 
( he pleases: education and circumstances hide 
* unfold, restrain or mature this constitution; and 
*ace, while it regulates and sanctifies the powers 
'the man, varies its own appearances according 
I the varieties of those powers. And it is by the 
idless modifications and counteractions of these 
rinciples that the Personal Character of a Chrisi- 
an is formed. .. -j^. 

It might have been e^cpected from Mr. GlcU's 
arliest displays of character, that he- was forced 
be an instrument of extensive evil ot ol eTfiLVBw^vi\ 
xiods TAereiKasaD^cisiON— a DARING— «ja.'^'&- 
tMXAMLENEss in the structure oi Y\\s tfv\tv^e.>iCO; 
en a boy, combined with a tone o« ;iLuX.>Aft^*vVJ ^-^^ 
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command, and a talent in the exercise of thi 
qualities, to \vhich the minds of his assuciat 
yielded an implicit subjection. Fear of consequc 
ces never entered into his view. Opposition, espi 
cially if accompanied by any thing like severity c 
oppression, awakened unrelenting resistance. 

Yet this bold and untnmeable spirit was allied tc 
a KOBLE and generous disposition. There was 
a magnificence in his mind. While he was scru- 
pulously delicate, perhaps even to some excess, on 
subjects entrusted to his secrecy, and on affairs in 
progress; yet he would never lend himself in h» 
own concerns, or in those of other persons, to any 
thing that bordered on artifice and manoeuvre: for 
he had a native and thorough contempt of whatev- 
er was mean, little, and equivocating . That ^'hon- 
esty is the best policy" may be a strong, or the 
prevailing motive for uprightness with men of a 
lower tone of character, but I question if it at all 
entered into calculation with my great friend. His 
mind was too noble, to have i*ecourse to other 
means or to aim at other ends, than those which he 
avowed; and too intrepid not to avow those which 
he did entertain, so far as might be required or ex- 
ledient. 

His temptations were to the ans of the spirit, 

ather than to those of the flesh: and he possessed* 

U his life long, a superiority to the pleasures of 

lere sense not often seen. He was, indeed, tem- 

SRATE in all /i^m^5— holding his bodily appe- 

es in entire subjection. 

Sympathy with suffering was an eminent 

irac|eristic of Mr. CeciVs mind — a sympathy 

ichiprung less from that softness and sensibility 

ch are the ornament of the female, than from 

generosity of his disposition. He would have 

all men happy. It gratified his generous nature 

se the burdens of suflfering man. If ^ltv^ >n^t^ 

fd by the visitations of God,YieXa\i^x.\)Ci^\tw 



Remaim of Mr* CedL 1^ 

to bow with submission, while he pitied and reliev- 
ed: if the affliction were the natural and evident 
fcait of crimes, he admonished whUe he sympa- 
thized; if the sufferings of man or brute arose from 
the voluntary inflictions of oOiers, he was indignant 
against the oppressor. 

Such was the intrepid and noble, yet humtuie 
mind, which wastnunedby Divine Grace, under- a 
long course of moral discipUne, for eminent useftil- 
ness in the Church of God. Mr. Cecil's intellect- 
ual endowments will be spoken of hereafter. ^ At 
present, I shall trace the rise and the advances of 
bis Chnstian character. 

He had early religious impressions. These were 
first received from Janeway's '*Token for Chil- 
dren," which his mother gave him wh«n he was 
about six vears of age. **I was much affected by 
this book," said he, *'and recollect that I wept, and 
got into a comer, where I prayed that I also might 
have *an interest in Chnst,' like one of the chil- 
dren there mentioned, though I did not then know 
what the expression meant. 

Those impressions of his childhood wore away. 
He feu into the follies and vices of youth; and, b>' 
degrees, began to listen to infidel principles, till he 
avowed himself openly an unbeliever. He has al- 
luded frequently in his writings to ihis criminal part 
of his history: but I shall add some paragraphs on 
this point partly in his own words. 

He was sufiered to proceed to awful lengths iu 
infidelity. The natural daring of his mind allow- 
ed him to do nothing by halves. Into whatever so- 
ciety he enlisted himself, he was its lea^r. He 
became even an apostle of infidelity— an»ou8 to 
banish the scruples of more cautious minds, and to 
carry them all lengths with his own. And he wa* 
too successful. In after-life he Vi«ls m^V-vucte. ^"a». 
one of these converts, who have \au^^ ^'^ «?\\^ 
affectionate and earnest attempts to p\AV ^^^^^ 
'ibric erected too much by his own Vvasids. 
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Yet he was never wholly sincere m his infidelity. 
He has left a most impre^^ve and encouraging tesw 
timony to the power of Parental Influence in pre- 
serving his mind, under the grace of God, trom 
entirely believing his own lie.* He gave me a far* 
ther instance of the power of conscience in this re- 
spect:— 

**When I was sunk in the depths of infidelity, I 
was afraid to read any author who treated Chris- 
tianity in a dispassionate, wise, and searching man- 
ner. He made me uneasy. Conscience would gath- 
er strength. I found it more difficult to stifle her 
remonstrances. He would recal early instructions 
and impressions, while my happiness could only 
consist with their obliteration." 

Yet he appears to have taken no small pains to 
rid himself of his scruples:— **I have read, said he 
**all the most acute and learned and serious infi- 
del writers, and have been really surprised at their 
poverty. The process of my mind has been such 
on the subject of Revelation, that I have often 
thought Satan has done more for me than for the 
best of them; for I have had, and could have prp- 
duced, arguments, that appeared to me far more 
weighty that any I ever feund in them against Rev- 
elation." 

He did not proceed in this career of sin without 
occasional checks of conscience. Take the follow- 
ing instance:— 

*'My father had a religious servant. I frequently 
cursed and reviled him. He would only smile on 
me. That went to my heart. I felt that he looked 
on joe as a deluded creature. I felt that bethought 
he hacTsoiiiething which I knew not how to value, 
and that he was therefore greatly my superior. I 
felt there was a rejil dignity in hb conduct. It made 

''See remaitu: on the Influeace of the YwvcAs^C^ivc* 

let a: 
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me appear little even in mf own eyes. If he ha 
eoiu)98cended to argue with me, I could have ci 

^ tome figure; at least by comparison, wretched as i 
vould have been. He drew me once to hear Mi 
Whitfield. I was 17 or 18 years old. It had n 
sort of religious effect on me, nor had the preach 
Sng of any man in my unconverted state. My re 
lig^on began in contemplation. Yet I conceived ; 
high reverence for Mr. Whitfield. I nolongei 
thought of him as the Dr.Squintum we were accus 
toroed to bufibon at school. I saw a commandini 
and irresistible eQbst» and he made me feel my owi 
insignificance." 

Fortius daring ofiender* however, God had mei 
cy in reserve! He was the child of m^ny t^rs, in 
stnictions, admonitions, and prayers; i^, thougl 
now a prodigal^ he was to be recovered from hi 
wickedness! 

While under the control of bad principles, hi 
gave into every species of licentiousness— savin] 
that, even then, the native nobleness of his mine 
made him despise whatever he thought mean am 
dishonorable. Into this stat^ of slavery he wa: 
brought by his sin; but h^^e the mercy of Go< 
taught him some most important lessons, which in 
fluenced his views and governed his ministry throo^l 
after-life; and the same mercy then rescued hm 
from the slavery to which he haiid submitted. Th( 
penetration and grandeur of his mind, with his nat 
ural superiority to sensual pleasures, made him fee 
the littleness of every object which engages the am 
bition and tlie desires of the carnal man: iusomucl 
that God had given him, in this unusual way o 
bringing him to himself, a thorough disgust of th( 
world before he had gained any hold of higher ob 
jccts and better pleasures. 

It was thus that God prepared \\\u\ ^^x Vax^fe 
communications of mercy. And Iv^teV^^^'*^ 

advantage of hnvins been connecteOi v?\^\^ ^^'^ 
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Christians. He knew them to be holy, and 

that they were happy. "It was one of tl 

things," said he, **wuich struck my min 

profligate state, that, in spite of all the fi 

hypocrisy and fanaticism which may be seen 

rehgious professors, tliere was a mind after 

n holiness, a heavenliness, among real Chri 

He added, on another occasion, *'My first 

tionson the subject of religion were confirmi 

iibsen'ing that really religious persons ha 

solid happiness among them, w];tich I had i 

the vanities of the world could not give. 

never forget standing by the bed of my sicl 

cr. 'Are not you afraid to die.^' I ask 

•No.' 'No! Why does the uncertainty of 

state give you no concern?* Because God 1 

to me» JPear not: when thou fiansest thro 

tuatern I will be with thee; and through the 

they shall not overflow thee.* The remen 

of this scene has oftentimes since drawn ai: 

prayer from me, that I might die the deatl 

righteous." 

His mind opened very gradually to the t 
the Gospel: and the process through whicli 
led is a striking evidence of the imminent 
past digger. **My feelings," he said, •' 
"Was firSt beginning to recover from my in 
prove that I had been suffered to go great 
and, to a very awful degree to believe my 
Mjr mind revolted from Christianity. Goc 
bring me to himself, by any of the pecu! 
lives of the Gos^h^I. When I was abou' 
yea^ old, I became utterly sick of the van 
disgusted with the folly, of the world. ] 
thought of Jesus Christ, or of Redcmptio: 
very notion of Jesus Christ or of Redemp 
peUed me, I could not endure a system so 
^ng, I tiiought there mi^hx. ^os^WA^ ^«^ ^-"^ 
Bt:ing;and if there were svic\v a. ^«\v\^> 



Semains of Mr* Cecil. 19 

lear me When I prayed. To worship the Supreme 
Being seemed somewhat dignified. There was 
lomethhig grand and elevating in the idea. But the 
whole scheme and plan of redemption appeared 
mean, and degrading, and dishonorable to man. 
The New Testament, in its sentiments and institu- 
tions, repelled me; and seemed impossible to be 
believed, as a religion suitable to man." 

The grace of God triumphed, however, over all 
opposition. The religion, which began in this dis- 
C;ust with the world and disaffection to the peculiar 
doctrines of the Gospel, made rapid advanceit in 
his mind. The seed sown in tears by his inestima- 
ble mother, though long buried, now burst into life, 
and shot forth with vigor: and he became a preach- 
er of that truth, which once he labored to destroy! 
Yet grace did not annihilate the natural character 
and qualities of the mind; though it regulated and 
directed them. The Christian's feelings and ex- 
perience were modified by the constitution of the 
inan. After a long course of spiritual watchful- 
ness and warfare, he spoke thus of himself:— 

**There is what Bacon calls aoRY light, in 
ivhich subjects are viewed, without any predilec- 
tion, or passion, or emotion, but simply as they exist. 
This is very much my character as a Christian. 
1 have great constitutional resistance. Tell me such 
a thing is my duty— I know it is, but there I stop. 
Talk to me of hell- my heart would rise with a 
sort of daring stubbornness. There is a constitu- 
tional desperation about me, which was the most 
conspicuous feature in my charsurter when young, 
and which has risen up against the gracious meas- 
ures which God has all my life taken to subdue and 
break it. I feel I can do little in religion withoiit 
ENCOURAGEMENT. I am persuaded auCl ^NVvxXsXse.^^ 
tied and bound, by its truth and \TCV\iovX.axvce ^xv^ 
ra/ue; bat I view the subject in a dr^ i.xgb.'^ • ^ 
p£rao^5ea5ec/i>ir/Ar£ FRIENDSHIP S^^^ ^ ^^ 
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way with me. When I fall, God will riui 

When I want, God will provide. When I 

perplexity, God will deliver. He cares for 

pities me— -bears with me— guides me— loves 

.4 But the energy of Divine Grace was mos' 

I ! spicuous, in the control and mastery of this ; 

\ ing and high spirit of which our friend compl 

Nay, if there were any one Christian vir 

I which he was more advanced than any other, 

:4 pears to me to have been hu m i l i t y — not th 

^ roility which debases itself that it may be es 

] and which is oflended if its professions be bel 

but the humility which arose from abidinj 

I growing conviction of his infinite distance fro 

standard of perfection, and the little compa 

use which he had made of his many meai 

lielps in approaching that standard-— an hu 

that expressed itself, therefore, in a teachab 

of mind,* a ready acknowledgment of exce 

in others, and a candor in judging of other pe 

which ai*e seldom equalled; and which wer 

endowments in a mind that could not but fc 

- own powers, and its superiority to that of moi 

I er men. But God has a thousand unseen nn 

of forming and cherishing those graces in his 

t ants, which seem most opposed to their constit 

and least to be expected in their circumstanc 

Mr. Cecil gave me one day the following rei 

able illustration of this subject in his own c 

* <*A fiicnd, who knew him for thirty or forty 

has informed me" says Mr. Wilson, in the Sc 

preached on occasion of Mr. Cecil's death, *<that 

more ready to bear of hi« fauJts from persons wl 

esteemed, than most men. When any fellings were 

ed out to him, he usually thanked the reprover, ant 

y<>iujj Jnouired for further admonitions. 1 have ok 

myself, that, when he gave advice, which Vie did vi\\!t 

ness and dedsion, he was quite superior iot.Vv9lY\X.VX 

wA/bA is offended if the counsel he uo^ Co\Vow«eL:\ 
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I nice question in casuistry.^ — How/ar a man 
el com/ilacency in the exercitie of' talent. A 
sxults on his wing: he skims and s£uls, dc* 
^ in the consciousness of his powers. I know 
I of this feeling. Di s s a t i s f ac t i on accom - 
me, in the study and in the pulpit. I never 
X sernaon, with which I felt satisfied: I never 
led a ^rmon, with which I felt satisfied. I 
Iways present to my mind such a conception 
t M I G K T be done» and I sometimes hear the 

done, that what I do falls very, far beneatU 
t seems to me it should be. Some sermons 

1 have heard have made me sick of my own 
onth afterwards. Many ministers have no 
tion of any thing beyond their own world: 
m pare themselves only with themselves; and. 
s they must do so: if 1 could give them my 
f their ministry, without changing the men, 
ould be ruined; while now they are eminent 
lents in God's hands. But some men see too 
beyond themselves for their own comfort. 
IS complacency in the exercise of talent, be 

it may, is hardly to be separated, in such a 
td heart as man s, from pride. It seems to 
t this dissatisfaction with myself, is the mes- 
sentcobufiet me and keep me down. In 
nen, the separation between complacency 
de may be possible; but I scarcely think it is 

e alluded to Mr. Cecil's ready acknowl- 

iNT OF THE WORTH OF OTHERS; and I 

Charton has a remark on Dr. Johason, somewhat 
ilar nature to this of Mr. C. OQ himself, lie thinks 
)hnson's morbid melancholy and constitutional in- 

were intended by Providenee, like St. Paul's thorn 
esl.,' to check intellectual conceit and arroii^wc^v 
le consciousness of bis extraordinary tsi\eTil%, vn^^ 
M to the voice o/praise, might otherwise Vvwe «i^- 
I s very calpable degree."— -Borweir a I*f« •! 
W^iiiA Svff. vQi. Ml, p, 564. 
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^ must add, that he cultivated that diacr 

J excellence, which leads a man to discos 

teem it in the midst of imperfections. H 
feigned regard to real worth,wherever i 
The powers of the understanding have 
natea men of inferior wisdom, and 
odiousness of an immoral state of hear^ 
seen in others; but if the exceUendes 
and the heart must be disjoined, he nei 
value tiiat which is most truly valuabl 
say— ."Such a friend of ours ts what 
' look down on, as a weak man; but 

wisdom and his devotedness. He thn 
^ out, and all the powers which God has 

into the service of his Master, in al! 
"Which seem to him best; and, though pei 
I should for ever difier on the best way, 
I see in him many peculiarities and wea 
; I honor and love the man: I revere h 

and his piet^. He is what God has ma 
all that ne is he puts into action for Gc 
; Cecil was at any time severe in his 

i others, his severity was chiefly directed 

I jp^orant vanity and affectation, which 

j forward where great men would retire 

I make him dogmatical where wise men ' 

with humility and candor. 
Closely allied with his humility, was 
i NESS TO CONVICTION, which Mr. Cej 

} in an unusual degree. He had dived sc 

i his own heart, and had read man so a 

i his short-sightedness, his scanty span, b 

^ his passions— 4hat lie was, more than 

superior to that little foeling which m 
the scholar's form. Many men speak oi 
and of all around them as in a state of p 
childhood, but I never approached 
whose mind this convictioa l^a^iita^ 
practical inRucnce. 
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KTERESTRDNESS was a pre-eminent char- 
ic of Mr. Cecil as a Christian. His whole 
nd conduct spoke one language: — **Let me 
ne be nothing, so that thy kingdom may 
His ^sinterestedness was grounded on his 
Lon of the absolute nothingness of all earthly 
ompared with the glory of Christ and the 
s ot bis kingdom. In all pecuniary transac- 
f a private or public nature, he was govern- 
^is principle; and made a free and cheerful 
e of what he might have lawfully obtained, 
lOQght his receiring it would impede his 
ess. 

ne occasion of this nature, he explained the 
rinciple on which he acted:-— **A Christian 
i to refnun from some things,which, though 
f right, yet will not bear a good appear- 
all men. I once judged it my duty to refuse 
derable sum^of money, which I might law- 
id fairly have received,becau8e I considered 
r account of the matter could not be stated to 

whom a different representation would be 
A man who intends to stand immaculate, 

l^e Samuel, to come forward and say — 
ox, or vf hose asa have I taken? must count 
t. I knew that my character was worth 
> me than this sum of money. By probity, a 
•nors himself. It is the part of a wise man, to 
le present good for the future increase. A 
int suffers a large (quantity of goods to go 
he kingdom to a foreign land, but he has his 
n doing so: he knows, by calculation,that he 
ake so much more advantage by them.. A 
an is made a wise man by counting the cost. 
St picture I know of the exercise of this vir- 
Lwn by the hand of man, \% thaXV>v "Vc^vw^ 

1 in the characters of Pas»oa and'?«Xv6A^c^^^ 
:Jated with Ms disinterestedne^ oi ^V^ca^ 
ff^JarrHACTiCAL reliangb. oh ^'r^^* 
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IDENCE, in all the most minute and seemingly ia- 
different affairs of his life. He was emphaticallfi^ 
to use his own expression, "a pupil of signs'' 
waiting for and following the leadings and open-^ 
ings of divine providence in his ajSairs. I once con-: ^ 
suited him throughout a very delicate and perplex^ 
ing affair. In one stage of it, he said to me— **Yaa J 
have not done this thing exactly as I should have ^• 
felt my mind led to do it. I feel myself in such -| 
cases like a child in the middle of an intricate 
and perplexed wood. Two considerations weigh . 
with me, first — ^If I could see all the involutions* ' 
and relations, and bearings, and consequences of ^ 
the affair, then I might feel myself able to move . 
forward: but, secondly— I know not one of thenia ': 
not even the shadow of one, nay, hardly the prob- '^ 
ability of such and such issues. Then I am driven - 
to simple reliance. I have never found God £eu1 
me in such cases. When I am utterly lost and con- 
founded I look for openings, clear and evident to 
my own conviction. I have a warrant for all this. 
Our grand danger with reference to Providence is, 
that we should walk as men:— vfr^ ye not camaif 
and walk as men?** 

On another occasion he said — *'We make too > 
little of the subject of Providence. My mind is by ' 
nature so intrepid and sanguine, and it has so often 
led me to anticipate God in his guidingSt to my 
severe loss, that perhaps I am now too suspicious ^' 
and dilatory in following him. However, this is a ' 
maxim with me— that, when I am waiting with a 
simple, child-like spirit for openings and gui(Ungs, 
and imagine I perceive them, God would either 
prevent the semblance of them from rising up be* . . 
fore me if these were not his leadings in reality, or J 
he would preserve me from deeming them such; m 

and therefore I always foUo'vf ytYv^x. w^^^^i^?- Vi be -- 

my duty iKithout hesitation.' ' 



he spring of all these Christian virtues, and 
ister grace of his mind, was faith. His 
•pirii and character were a living illustration 
definition of the apostle — Faith is the nub- 
of things hoped f or ^ the evidence of things 
n! He appeared to me never to be exercis- 
1 doubts and fears. His magnanimity enter- 
it strikingly into his religious character. He 
^nvinced and satisfied by all the divine de- 
Dns and promises — and he left himself, with 
ecting confidence, in God's hands.* 
)te Mr. Wilson's testimony to the patience 

friend under afflictions. **He was 
y, in opposition to all the tendencies of his 
I dispositions, resigned, but cheerful under 
lis. I have seen him repeatedly, at his Liv- 
the countiy, return from his ride racked 
iin; pale, emacLited, speechless. I have seen 
row himself all along upon his sofa, on his 
nd cover his forehead with his hands; and 
without an expression of complaint, endure 
roxysm of his disorder: and I have been as- 
;d to observe him rise up in an instant, with 
mtcd dignity, and enter upon conversation 
leerfulness and vigor. He has often acknowl- 

to me, that the anguish he felt was like a 
' plunged into his side, and that through a 

. Wilson justly remarks of our friend, that '*tlie de^ 
illon and grandeur of his mind displayed his faith to 
> advantage. This divine principle quite realized 
stantiated to him the things which are not teen and 
It was absolutely like another sense. The things 
were as nothing. Every thing that came before 
s referred to a spiritual standard. His one great 
vas fixed, and this object engrossed his whole soul. 
s fool stood immoveable, as on ai \^oe.V. W\%Vv^^ ^"(v 
hs of rhe Sortptares was so ftrm, \.V\^V.\\^ ^cVft^ «^ 
coldly and nnreservedly. He -weuX. ?A\ \e^^** 
'd nil consequf'r.ct'8, on the ^orA wA \»tt>isvv*»^ *'- 
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whole summer he has not had two night a free from * 
tormenting pain. Such were his sufrerings for tea ' 
or twelve years previous to his last illness. And 
yet this was the man, or rather this was the Chris- 
tian, from whose lips I never heard a murmuring 
word.** 
It is almost needless to add that Mr. Cecil pos- 

sessedREMARKABLE DECISION OF CHARACTER. 

When he went to Oxford he had made a resolu- 
tion of restricting himself to a quarter of an hoar 
daily, in playing on the violin; on which instrument 
he greatly excelled, and oi which he was extrava- 
gantly fond: but he found it impracticable to adhere 
to his determination; and had so frequently to la* 
ment the loss of time in this fascinating amusement^ 
that with the noble spirit which characterized hiin 
through life, he cut his strings,and never afterward 
replaced them. He studied for a painter; and, a^ 
ter he had changed his object, retained a fondness 
and a taste for the art: he was once called to visit 
a sick lady, in whose room there was a painting 
which so strongly attracted his notice, that he 
found his attention diverted from the sick persont 
and absorbed by the painting: from that moment he 
formed the resolution of mortifying a taste, which 
he found so-intrusive, and so obstructive to him in 
his nobler pursuits; and determined never after- 
ward to frequent the exhibition. 

Nor was his intrepid and inflexible 
FIRMNESS less couspicuous, whenever the inter* 
ests of truth and the honor of Christ 'vere concern- 
ed. The world in arms would not have appalled 
him, while the glory of Christ was in hir. view. Nor 
do I believe, that he would have hesitated for a mo- 
ment, after he had given to nature her just tribute 
offeeYing and of tears, to go forth from' his fair ilj-, 
and Join "the noble army of manyrs** vjV.o cyLp-.-t'l 
"^ ^fie Hames in Smithfield. hvv\ tY\fi \\or-^^ q-. \:>^ 
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Master called him to this sacrifice: nor would his 
knees have trembled, nor his look changed. 

Tet I cannot but add that this firmness never de- 
generated into rudeness. He knew and observed 
mil those decencies of Ufe, which render mutual in- 
tercourse agreeable; and he had that ease of man- 
ner, among all classes of society, which bespoke 
perfect self-possession and a thorough knowledge 
of the world. His address in meeting the manners 
and habits of thinking of persons of rank, either 
when they were inquiring into i*eligion or under af- 
fliction, was perhaps scarcely to be equalled. 

The associations in our friend's mind were often 
of a very humorous kind. He had a strong nat- 
ural turn for associations of tliis nature, which 
tiirew a great vivacity and charm over his familiar 
coiiversation-««employed as it was, in the main, like 
every faculty of his mind, for useful ends. He was 
&lly aware, however, of the danger of possessing 
suck a faculty, and the temptations to which it ex- 

Eihim; prompted and^upported as it was by a 
ancy of spints, which even great and length- 
pain could scarcely subdue. I have looked 
at him, and listened to him, with astonishment — 
vhen, meeting with a few other youn^ men occa- 
uonally at his house, we have found him ddected 
Bnd worn out with pain->-stretched on his soUi, and 
declining to join in our conversation— till he caught 
4U1 interest in what was passing — when the ques- 
tion of an inquiring or burdened conscience has 
roused him to an exertion of his great mind-^hc 
has risen from his sofa— he has forgot his sufiering 
-•-and has left us nothing to do but to admire and 
treasure up most profound and impressive remarks 
on the Scnpture, on the heart, and on the world! 
The mention of his humor and his \ Vj^loN-^j ^^ 
spirits hads me to remark, that I am t\o\. >n yvXaw^ ^ 
PMo^gyric, but drawing a character, "^o VvVrxv^.^^ 
CMB be £uthfu!,whUe the best orisuiaV \s ^moVv ^^>d 
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must be in the present state, if it cany no s 

I have no wish to conceal the shades of this 

ordinary character. Sternness and levity 

the two constitutional evils, which most sc 

exercised him. They seem to have been t 

cessary result, in an imperfect being, of the 

j ! of that masculine and original vigor with 

and an ardent fancy, which met in the struc 

j his mind. So far, indeed, had grace triumphe 

I ; these constitutional enemies, that the very o] 

features were the most prominent in his chai 

} and no one could approach him without : 

f himself with a most tender and serious 

. I speak of those occasional ebullitions, whiol 

ed to reniind him, that, though he was in 

*. with a new and triumphant nature, he was 

home in the body, and subject to the recarrt 

his constitutional infirmities. 

Yet, though Mr. Cecil felt occasionally t< 

1 dons to levity, through the buoyancy and sp 

his animal spirits, his prevailing temper wa 

quite opposite description. A sensibility of 

with his view of human nature and of the 

threw a cast of melancholy over his mine 

was far more disposed to weep over the gui 

] misery of man, than to smile at his follie 

\ have," said he, **a salient principle in me 

spirits never sink. Yet I have a strong d 

! melancholy. It is a high and exquisite f 

!l When I first wake in the morning, I couh 

!' weep with pleasure. The holy calm — the sil< 

^ the freshness— thrill through my soul. At sue 

!;- ments I should feel the presence of any pe 

be intrusion and impertinence, and common 

nauseous. The stillness of an empty house is 

diseto me. The man who has never felt thi: 

not be made to understand what I mean." 

"Hooker's dying thought," he added, '*^\s 

"'31 to my spirit. 'I am going to leave a^ 
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ordered and a church disorganized, for a woric 
and a church where every angel and every rank o 
angels stand before the throne in the very post Goc 
has assigned them/ I am obliged habitually to tun 
my eye from the wretched disoi*ders of the work 
and the church, to the beauty, harinooy, meekness 
and glory of the better world." 

On^ another occasion, he said— "I have beer 
long in the habit of viewing every thing arounr 
roe as in a state of alienation. I have no hold or 
my dearest comforts. My children must separate 
from me. One has his lot cast in one place, am: 
another elsewhere. It may be my particular lead- 
ing, but I have never leaned toward my comfort! 
without finding them give way. A sharp warning 
has met me — ^^TUeseare aliens, and as an alien live 
thou among them.' We may use our comforts b) 
the way. We may take up the pitcher to drink 
bat the moment wc begin to admire, God will ir 
love dash it to pieces. But I feel no such aliena 
tjon from the church. I am united to Christ, anc 
to all his glorified and living meml>ers, by an indis- 
soluble bond. Here my mind can centre and sym 
pathize, without suspicion or fear." 

*'I fecU" he would say, "a congeniality with the 
cliaracter of Jeremiah. I seem to understand him 
I could approach him, and feel encouraged U 
familiarity. It is not so with Elijah or Ezekiel 
There is a rigor and severity about them, whici 
seem to repel me to a distance, and excite rever 
cnce rather than sympathy and love." 

In a veiy interesting case on which I consultec: 
him, he gave me a striking view of this feature ii 
bis character — "I should have fallen myself into ar 
Utterly different mode of conducting the aflair. Bu 
you have not the melancholy in your c.wysJC\V\i!Cv: 
wbicb J have, and therefore to look, lot xsv^j "w^^ 
ofcbe thing in you would be expecXAiv^ v^Yva-^. ^"^ 
not to be exi^ected. This is a strong 2\ViX^"^^' 
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your dispensation. Now I have long been in the 
habit of viewing every thing of that aspect rathef.; 
in a nnelancholy light. You are standing on tht,:! 
justice, the reason, the truth of your cause. I.' 
should have heard God saying — 'Son of man» fol- 
low me.' It would have led me into a speculathrie < 
— mystical sort of way. I should have seen in it th» ' 
flood that is sweeping over the earth— the utter 
bankruptcy of all human affairs. Most men, if thejr 
had stood by and compared our conduct, woidd 
have commended yours as rational, but condemned, 
mine as enthusiastic — as connecting things t<^;etber ; 
which had no proper connexion; but this is my way 
of viewing every alterative In my dispensation.*', e 

"The heart," said he, "must be divorced from its 
idols. Age does a great deal in curing the man of 
his frenzy; but, if God has a special work for a 
man, he takes a shorter and sharper course with 
him. Stand ready for it. I have been in both 
schools. Bleeding and cauterizing have done much 
for me, and age has done much also— Can I any 
longer taste what I eat or nvhat I drink?^* 

Though the Memoir of Mr. Cecil's life, and the 
Letters which are subjoined, bear ample testimony 

to the TENDERNESS OF HIS RELATIVE At'FEC- 

TioNS, yet I cannot but add here what a friend 
wrote on visiting him, many years before his de- 
cease, at a time when he was expecting the death 
of Mrs. Cecil:— "Mrs. Cecil was ill. I called on 
Mr. Cecil. I found him in his study, sitting over 
his Bible in great sorrow. His tears fell so fast, 
that he could utter only broken sentences. He 
said, 'Christians do well to speak of the grace, love, 
and goodness of God; but we must remember that 
he is a holy and jealous God. Judgment must be- 
gin at the house of God. This severe stroke is but 
a farther call to me to arise and shake myself. My 
yjope j's stiJI firm In God. He, who sendvs l\\e sxtoVa, 
^f'^yj bear me up under it; audi have no do\i\i\, bvjS 
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if I saw the whole of his design I should say, *Let 
her be taken!' Yet, while there is life, I cannot 
help saying, 'Spare her another year, that I may 
be a little prepared for her loss!' I know I have 
higher ^ound of comfort: but I shall deeply feel 

I the takmg away of the dying lamp. Her excel- 
lence as a wife and a mother, I am obliged to keep 
cot of sight or I should be overwhelmed. All I 
can do, is, to go from text to text, as a bird from 
spray to spray. Our Lord said to his disciples. 
Where is your faith? God has given her to be 
my comfort these many years, and shall I not trust 
him for the future? This is only a farther and 
more expensive education for the work of the min- 
istty: it is but saying more closely, *Will you pay 
the curice?' If she should die, I shall request all 
my niends never once to mention her name to me. 
I can gather no help from what is called friendly 
condolence. Job's friends understood grief better, 
when they sat down and spake not a word." 

Our departed friend was, at once, a public and a 
XETIR£D man. While his sacred office, exer- 
cised for many years in a conspicuous sphere, 
brought him much before the world, his turn of 
mind was retired — he courted solitude — ^lie held 
conTcrse there with God, and his own great spirit 
mingled with the mighty dead: he had such a prac- 
tical knowledge and deep impression of the nothing- 
nessof the whole world compared with spiritual and 
eternal realities, and he had so deeply felt and so 
thcruughly despised its lying pretensions to meet 
the wants and to satisfy the longings of the immor- 
tal soul, that it was no sacrifice to him to turn away 
hxMD the shows and the pursuits of lite, arid to shut 
out all the splendor and seductions of the wot\<\. 

Hetxhis retired spirit was not unsocia\, xwoTose^ 
mrrepulmve. No one called him from \\\s vmTt- 
meai to ask spiritual counsel, but he was tneX vj\v.\ 
icaderDess and urbanity. No congeuiaV uVvrvCi ^^ 
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countered his without eliciting sparks both c 
nevoleuce and wisdom. Not a child in his i 
could carry its little complaints to him, b 
would stop the career of his mind to listei 
relieve. 

His study was hb favorite retreat. His s 
exposed him to constant interruptions, some i 
sary and others arising from the injudiciuusn 
those who applied to him. It was not unusua 
him to make use of his power of abstracts 
these occasions. Time was too valuable to b 
ished away on the inconsideration of some of 
who thought it necessary to call on him. ] 
generally his practice, not immediately to o 
summons -from his study, but, when he kn< 
had to do with persons who would occupy 
of his time by a long conversation before the 
ness was brought forward, rather than hurt 
feelings he would carry down in his mind the 
of thought which he was pursuing in his study 
while that which was beside the purpose plaj 
his ear, his mind was following the subject on 
it had entered before. 

Some men are at home in society: the wide 
is their dwelling-place: they are known and 
of all men: they have a peculiar talent for im 
mg mixed society. But this was not the ct 
ter of Mr. Cecil. He unfolded himself, indei 
ms friends; but those friends could not but 
that, when they broke in on his retirement fc 
other objects than what were connected wi 
high calling,they were intruders on inestimable 
I had, indeed, the privilege and happiness o 
access to him at all times, for a considerable < 
of years, while I was his assistant in the mii 
but, for the reasons just assigned, though I \ 
diligtiil observer of his mind and habvts^l fee 
seJfnotprep'dvedto speak f\i\\y ol V\s tciqt^ < 
ffc Hnd retired character. 
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•'Retirement,*' he said, "is my grand ordinance. 
Considerations govern nie. Death is a mighty con- 
tideration with me. The utter vanity of eveiy 
thing under the sun is another. If a man wishes to 
influence my mind, he must assign considerations; 
and, if he assigns one or two which will weijjh well, 
I seem impatient to stop him if he is proceeding to 
assign more. He has given me a consideration, 
and THAT suffices. The 'Night Thoughts' is a great 
book with me, notwithstanding its glaring imper- 
fections it realizes death and vanity. And, because 
this is the frame and habit of my own mind, my 
ministry partakes of it; and must partake of it, 
if I would preach naturally and from my heart." 

In surveying the personal character of Mr. Cecil, 
it remains to speak somewhat more fully of his in- 
tellectual powers. 

His IMAGINATION wasnot so much of the play- 
ful and ele^nt, as bold, inventive, striking, and in- 
stinctively judicious and discriminating. 

His TASTE in the sister arts of Painting, Poetry, 
and Music was refined, and his j[udgmcnt learned. 
In his younger days he had studied and excelled in 
paintini; and music; and, though he laid them 
aside that he might devote all his powers to his 
work, yet the savor of them so far remained, that 
I have been witness innumerable times, both in 
public and private, to the felicity of his illustrations 
drawn from these subjects, and to the superiority 
that his intimate knowledge of them gave him over 
most persons with whom they happened to be 
brought forward. His taste, when young, was for 
Italian music; but, in his latter years, he was fond 
of the German style, or rather the softer Moravian. 
Anthems, or any pieces wherocci the words were. 
reiterated, he disliked, for alPpubWc nvqyO^vv^ 
€Speci»)Jx, as tbey sacrificed the real spmx. o^ devvi- 
iiaa too much to the music. His feeViu^^ «^ ^^^^ 
mib/ect were exquisite. "Pure, 8p\ritua\, suVAvrev 
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devotion,*' he would sav, ''should be the soul of pnb 
lie inuiic." He often lamented the introduction o 
any other style of arclutecture in places of worship 
beside that which was so peculiarly apprnpriati 
and which, because it was sc> called up associfl 
tions best suited to the purposes of meeting. H 
said most strikingly— «**I never enter a Gothi 
church, without teeling myself impressed wit 
something of this idea^-'Within these walls ha 
been resounded for centuries, by successive genera 
tions, Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ!* Th 
very damp that trickles down the walls, and th 
unsightly green that moulders upon the pillars, ai 
far more pleasing to me from their association: 
than the trim, finished, classic, heathen piles of tb 
present fashion. 

His powers of comparison, anal(^, and jusc 
M E N T have been rarely equalled. These had bee 
exercised so long and with so much energy on a) 
the conditions and relations around him— on th 
word of God— on his own mind— 4)n the history 
opinions, passions, prejudices, and motives of me 
in every age, and of every character and station- 
on moral causes and effects— on every subject tha 
can come within the grasp of a philosophic mind- 
that the result was a WISDOM so prominent an 
commanding, that every man felt himself with 
mind of the very first order both in capability an 
acquirement. In some cases, wherein my wishe 
perhaps, formed my opinions; and, tr>'ing to hid 
the truth from myself, I have asked his opinion as 
confirmation of my own— he has unmasked m 
heart to itself, by his wise and searching replie 
His decisions were more according to circumstance 
thJRD in most mep; and, when he gave them, i 
would generally be with a declaration that other cii 
cumstances might wholly change the aspect of tb 
thing; and he did this *m suoVv a TOaxviv^x— :\1 \ \w 
judge by my own case— as o^ven to maVa ;». m^w.V 
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n, and bethink himself what a treacherou. 
1 party he had to transact with in his bosom, 
ose who did not know him intimately, he 
tmetimes appear to want a q^uickness of 
on. The appearance of this taculty is of* 
med, where God has not given it. Where 
1 does decide rapidljr, its conclusions arc 
y partial and defective, in proportion to 
pidity. Intuition is not a faculty of the 
condition of being, whatever it may be of 
ard which we are advancing. He affected 
quality, yet he possessed more of it than 
;n. When he did not fully understand what 
ressed to him, he said so; and his mind was 
iar with the difficulty of discovering truth 
the veils and shades thrown over tier by 
e and self-love, that he did not hastily bring 
to think that he possessed your full meaning. 
K>d sense and wisdom led him to avoid all 

ARITT AND ECCENTRICITY. He WaS 

y adverse to every thing of this nature, 
any thing peculiar appears," he would say, 
igious man's manners, or dress, or furni- 
s is supposed by the world to constitute his 
A clergyman indeed is allowed by com** 
isent, and indeed it is but decent in him, to 
ery thing about him plain and substantial 
han ornamental and fashionable." 



£RSONAL CHARACTER of Mr. Cecil had 
5st influence on his MINISTERIAL. We 
frequently accounting for those views and 
which prevailed in his ministry, by a ref* 
o his constitution and his ear\^ Vi\^\Ar^. 

^NTIMENTS on THE MINI&T'E.UIK'V. 0"»7 

? scattered through his YiT*\lm^a> «^ ^'^• 
present to his mind. WhcreveY Vve \n^ 
ver was his employ ment. Vie vr^i* «^w^ 
iii minister. He was ever ow Oa^ ^^ 
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to do the work of an Evangelist^ and to nn 
firoofof his ministry. 

I have collected together his thoughts < 
subject in some sections of his "Remains:" 
think it impossible that any young minister 
read these thoughts, without imbibing a hie 
timation of his sacred office. More will be ft 
these points in the following views of his mln 
Character gathered from his own lips. 

These views were most striking and s 
**A minister is a Levite. In general, he has, 
is to have, no inheritance among his br 
Other mcnarenotLevites.They mustrecurto 
from which a minister has no right to expe 
thing. Their affairs are all the little trans 
of this world. But a minister is called and se 
for a high and sublime business. His trans 
are to be between the living and the dead— -b 
heaven and earth; and he must stand as witi 
on his shoulders. He must look, thcrefo 
every thing in his affairs to be done for hi 
before his eyes. I am at a loss to conceive 
minister, with right feelings, can plot and c 
for a living. If he is told that there is such 
for him if he will make such an applicatic 
that it is to be so obtained and so only, all is 
but not a step farther. It is in vain, howe 
put any man on acting in this manner, if he 
a Levite in principle and in character, 
must be the expi*essions of a nature commu 
to him from God— 41 high principle of fdith 
ting simplicity. He must be an eagle tc 
toward heaven on strong pinions. The bai 
hen must continue to scratch her grains out 
dunghill." 

Rethought that the life of a minister, with 
to worldly affairs, ought to be, pec\s\\?or\v 
that of other man, a life of faitU. It y^as >cv 
^^, to Jar out no monev unnecess?e:*AY — ? 
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•rinciple, he regarded his purse as in Goth's 
, and found it like the barrel of meal and the 

of oil. He confessed that he could advise 
onduct in no case but in that of a Christian 
ter, who was a wise and prudent, as well as a 
-hearted manager of his affairs. His habit 
to;be the child df simplicity and faith— act- 
s a servant of God, on those principles which 
dged most suitable to his character and station. 
; had exalted ideas of ministerial authortty^— 
[le authority which results merely from omce» 
*om office united with personal character^-not 
laims of priestly arrogance, but the claims of 
tly dignity. "I never choose to forget that I 

PRIEST, because I would not deprive myself 
: right to dictate in my ministerial capacity, 
not allow a man, therefore, to come to me 
ly as a friend, on his spiritual aiiairs, because 
uld have no authority to say to him *Sir, you 

do so and so.' I cannot suffer my best friends 
:tate to me in any thing which concerns my 
terial duties. I have often had to encounter 
ipirit; and there would be no end of it, if I did 
heck and resist it. I plainly tell them that 
know nothing of the matter. I ask them if it is 
nt, that a man immersed m other concerns 
Id pretend to know my affairs and duties, bet- 
;han myself, who* as they ought to believe, 
3 them the study of my life. I have been dis- 
;d— deeply disgusted— at the manner in which 

men of naming religious profession talk of 
.in preachers. They estimate them just as 
ick would have estimated the worth of play- 
)r as Handel would have ranged an orchestra. 
I an one is clever— he is a master' — Clever! — a 
er! — Worth and character and dl^vV] ^\^ ^^ 
eight in the scale." 

cse views are just and nob\e; «tv^ x>cve^ ^x^ 
to his own sr^SLi mind, au4 \\vfc exvxTvc^ ^^ 
4 
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which his office had on bis heart. Bat> 
with his whole soul to that injunctiont A^t 
these thinga^ give thyaclfvtholly to tkeih 
be doubted whether he did not sometimes 
to his office more respect than the party ( 
could be e3cpected to allow due. 
Mr. Cecil's preparation axd t: 

FOR THIS EXALTED OFFICE have bcei 

spoken of in the view of his personal c 
This was, as has been seen, of no commc 

His <^ALIFICATIOMS FOR THE DIS 

OF THE MINISTRY were peculiar. 1 
natural powers which God had given h 
moulded and matured by the training and 
through which he was led, and were conse 
grace to the service of his Master. It w 
requisite to recapitulate what has been sa 
.subject. I ^all here speak only of those 
tions which were more appropriate to 1 
public teacher. 

His LEARNING Consisted more in the k 
of other men's ideas, than in an accurate i 
ance with the niceties of the languages, 
was better acquainted with these, than n 
devote a disproportionate tiine to this ac 
His incessant application, chiefly by can 
when at Oxford, to the study of Greek, < 
he was enthusiastically fond, brought on s 
total loss of sight for six months. He hi 
mined to become a perfect master of the t. 
that refined and noble language. The 
however, which he received from Dr. Be 
which is recorded in his ''Remains," u 
head of "Miscellaneous Remarks on the 
Ministry," put him on proportioning his 
more according to the future utility of his 
than he had been accustomed to. **I w£ 
w/eb bis advice^ " he said. '*! had aw musc 
of religion, bat enough to make mo ^tQ »^ 
tbQ truth which hp setheforft rot?'* 
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»lid and extensive was Mr. Cecil's real learn* 
It there were no important points, in morals 
^on, on which he had not read the best au- 
and made up his mind on the most mature 
ation; nor could any topic be started in his- 
' f>hilo8ophy, on subjects of art or of science, 
hich he was not found more generally ac- 
ed than other men. But, while he could lay 
>art8 of learning under contribution to aid 

his one object of impressing truth on man, 
; a master in the learning which is more pecu- 
appropriate to his profession. He was so 
in the habit of daily reading the Scriptures in 
iginals, thaty a« he told me, he went to this 
r naturally and insenably. He limited him- 
no stated quantity; but, as his time allowed, 
id one or two, and sometimes five or six 
irs daily. 

Cecil had thk pow£it op £xcitikg and 
CRviKG ATTENTION above most men. All 
HTt was directed, first to engage attention, and 
) repay it— to allure curiosity, and then to 

it. 

the attention was gained he felt that nothing 
se effected on the mind. Sometimes he would 
ecourse to unusual methods, suited indeed to 
tditory, to awaken and fix their minds. **I 
Ke preaching," he said, ''a Chanty Sermon 

the congregation was very large, and chiefly 

lower order. I found it impossible, by my 
method of preaching, to gain their attention. 

in the afternoon, and my hearers seemed to 
nothing in my preaching, which was capable 
iing them out oi the stupefaction of a full din- 
Some lounged, and some turned their backs 

J. •! MUST HAVE ATTEKtlO-S* \^^\^X» 

f. «I wJtL be heard.*— TVv^ c^cafc vi^'i ^^- 
; and, in despair, I sought a^ies^T^^^T^^^ 
exclaimed aloud, 'Last Mond«^^ t«voTtvvcv^ 
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man was hanged at Tyburn'— instantly the fai 

things was changed! All was silence and exp 

tion! J caught their ear, and retained it tht 

the Sermon. This anecdote leads me to ob 

that Mr. Cecil had, in an unusual degree, th' 

ent of adapting his ministry to his congreg 

a ^ While he was, for instance, preaching on the 

•if day at Lothbury, at St. John's morning and i 

' > noon, and at Spitaiiields in the evening— he : 

i four con|;regations at these places* in many 

i : pectsy quite distinct from one another; and y< 

\ adapted his preaching, with admirable ski 

' meet their habits of thinking. 

I But when he had gained the attention, he 

ever on the watch not to weary it. He seem 

have continually before his eyes the sentime 

our great critic and moralist:* *^Tedbusn< 

the most fatal of all faults: negligences or c 

: are single and local, but te(Uousness pervade 

■ whole: other faults are censured* and lorgottei 

the power of tediousness propagates itself. 

[ tliat is weary the first hour, is more weary th( 

' * ond; as bodies forced into motion, contrary to 

tendency, pass more and more slowly througl 

• cry successive interval of space.' Mr. 

i would say, "You have a certain quantity of s 

^'- tion to work on: make the best use of it wh 

lasts. The iron will cool, and then nothin 

;! worse than nothing, is done. If a preachei 

^; leave unsaid all vain re/ietitions^ and watch aj 

\\ undue length in his entrance and width in hi 

■f cussion, he may limit a written sermon to ha 

hour and one from notes to forty minutes; an 

time he should not allow himself to exceed, e: 

on special occasions." 

His POWER or ILLUSTRATION was great 
versatile. His topics were chiefly taken from S 
ture and from life. His manner of illustratii 

*Livei of the Poets, vol. iU, p. $S, 
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subjects by Scripture ezanaples, was the most fin- 
ished I have ever heard. They were never intro- 
duced violently or abruptly; but his matter was so 
moulded in preparation for them, by a few wcU- 
tumed sentences, that the illustration seemed to 
be placed in the Scripture almost for the sake of 
the doctrine. The general features of the charac- 
ter or history were left in the back-ground» and 
those only which were appropriate to the matter in 
hand were brought forward* and were thus pre- 
sented with great force to the mind. His talent in 
discriminating the striking futures, and connecting 
them with his matter, was so peculiar, that the his- 
tories of Abraham, of Jacob, of David, and of St. 
Paoly seemed in his hands to be ever knew, and to 
be exhaustless treasures of illustration. 

The turn both of his mind and of his experience 
seemed to lead him to this method. What he did, 
therefore, with ea9e and feeling, it was natural 
should be done frequently; and, accordingly I have 
scarcely ever heard a sermon from him in which 
there were not repeated exercises of this peculiar 
talentf and in some sermons almost the entire sub- 
ject has been treated in this manner. 

This talent of illustrating his subjects, and par- 
ticularly of seising incidents for improvement, gave 
au edge to his wise admonitions in private; and fix- 
ed them deep in the memory. Riding with a friend 
in a very windy day, the dust was so troublesome, 
that his companion wished they were at their jour- 
ney's end, where they might ride in the fields free 
from dust: and this wish he repeated more than 
once while on the road. When they reached the 
fields, the flies so teized his friend's horse, that he 
could scarcely keep his seat on the saddle. On hi.s 
bitterly complaining, "Ah! Sir,** s^iid NIy,^^^^- 
"when you were in the road the dusl vja.^ "^o^^^"^ ^^ 
trouble, and all your anxiety was lo ^e. V«^-^ ^ 
£eJds: you forgot that the fly was tYvere ^^"^^ 
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is a true picture of human life; and you will fi 
so in all the changes you make in future. We k 
the trials of our present situation; but the next 
have trials, and perhaps worse, though they ma 
of a different kind." 

At another time, the same friend said he sb 
-^& esteem it a favor, if he would tell him of any t 
j I which he might in future see in his conduct w 
I ^3 he thought improper. **Well, Sir!" he said, "n 
)/t a man has directed the watchman to call him c 

■ \ in the morning, and has then appeared very 

i . ious for his coming early; but the watchman 

■ * come before he has been ready for him! I 

' ; seen many people very desirous of being told 1 

J ■■ faults; but I have seen very few who were pie 

when they received the information. Howevc 
; ' like to receive an invitation, and I have no re 

•' ' to suppose you will be displeased till I see it s< 

i' shall therefore remember that you have a 
; ^ for it." 

His STYLE, particularly in preaching afid in 
1 conversation, was easy and natural. If he eve 

; [ bored his expression, it was in search of emph 

rather than precision— of words which would p 
trate the soul, rather than round his period 
float in the ear. He considered that vigorous 
if ceptioDs would clothe themselves in the iittesi 

:j' pressions— 

ij. Verbaqae provisam rem non inidta seijuentur. 

|i! Or, as Milton has admirably said — "True eloqu 

^^ I find to be none, but the serious and hearty lo^ 

^^' truth; and that, whose mind soever is fully 

' sessed with a fervent desire to know good th 

and with the dearest charity to infuse the kn 
edge of them into others, when such a ] 
WOULD SPEAK, his words, like so many nil 
^nd aJry scr i^i tors , trip about \v\m aX. cotivvcv?L\v^, 
//2 well-ordered ^les, as he would >N^s^^» ^^^V 
^^no their own placts.** 
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is written style has less ease than that of his | 

rersation or preaching. He excelled rather in * \ 

]g intuitive sense, than in a train of arguments; T 

more in the liveliness of his thoughts, than in \ 

r arrangement. He would put down his thoughts 
ley arose— often at separate times, and as suit- 
ed by the occasion-<-and was not always nice in 
cting obsolete expressions, or antithesis in senKC. 
s occasioned a want of (low and ease in many 
4 of his writings, which was obviated by llie 
mth of conversation or preaching. 
CPRESSION was the leading feature of his min- 
\ Perhaps the INFORMATION conveyed by it 
le mind was not sufficiently systematic and mi* 
:. He had seen so much the evil of spending 
preacher's time in doctrinal statements, that 
ibly there was some deficiency in this respect in 
iwn practice. When, indeed, he had to intro- 
) religion to his congregations at St. John*s or 
t)ham, on his first entering qu those charges, he 
t with them as a people needing information on 
principles: but my remark applies to the habit 
course of his ministry. For, however true it is, 
, when a man becomes a serious reader oi Gud's 
i, he must grow in the knowledge of the truth; 
nany will still read the Bible with an indiscriini* 
ig mind, unless their minister's statements give 
I, not only a lucid general view of doctrines, 
somewhat of a systematic and connected view; 
not a few— l>uried in the cares of the worUI-^ 
derive all their notions of the system of divine 
I from what they hear in public, 
r. Cecil wi'ote and spoke to mankind. He dealt 
the business and bosoms of men. An energy 
iith prevailed in his ministry, which roused the 
TJence; and a benevolence reigned \t\\vv^ ^Vvrt^.^ 
M .'»elzcd the he&rt: yet I much q\\e»iVA«cvviVvo\\^x 
vvajh'ng effect of his pre-acWmv; vjaswox. ^^R>^^'«- 
'Wi Kn.mm ]rf\ on c o ^: v H . T lO^ a.\^^ K'D'^'i'"^'^ »^* 
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Ti(u:,raihcr than on EBIOTZOK. When » 
health ami spirits, and master of his subj 
eloquence ^vas finished and striking: but, 
there was often a tenderness which awakei 
i-esponding feelings in the hearer, yet his el 
wanted that vehement passion which ovei 
and caiTies away the minds of others* 

•—si vis me flere, dolendom est 
'Primum ipsi tibi— • 

This is the great secret for getting hold of th 
But as not much of the impassioned entei 
the composition of his nature, and he Avas 
same time pre-eminent in genius and judgi 
could not but follow that admiration sh 
feet the hearer more frequently than s 
?£ £ LI N c . A friend has told me that he I 
lost the benefit of the truth which Mr. Cecil 
tered, in admiration of the exquisite ms 
v/hich it was conveyed. And I have ag 
sigaiu detected this in myself; and found 
been watching eagerly for what would f 
Irom him, not in the spirit of a vewborn d 
desires the sincere niilk of the word that 
grow thereby t but for the gratification of a 
voluptuousness. I desire no one will supp 
I impute tn him any of the studied artiiicej 
quence. No man sought more than he did, 
hearers' faUh sihould not stand in the w/ 
wtfTi, but in the fiower of God, No man n 
cerely aimed to have liis sjteech and his fi\ 
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taste, his genius, and his nature remained; yet 
} could not but be sanctified to his Master's hon - 
while he retained the perfect integrity, the deep 
iviction, and the singleness of eye which his 
Lster had given him. That it was the farthe!>n 
jsible from trick and artifice might be seen in 
n\o&t familiar conversation; where his manner, 
en he was fully called out, was exactly what it 
s in the pulpit. His mind grasped evei*y subject 
Tily: his imagination clothed it with images— -eni' 
lied it — ^gave it life— called up numberless asso* 
tions and illustrations: it was realized: it was 
:sent to him: his taste and judgment enabled 
n to seize it in the most striking points of view. 
"His apprehensions of religion," Mr. Wilson 
)st justly observes, "were grand and ele- 
cted. His fine powers, governed by divine 
ace, were exactly calculated to seize all the 
aadeur of the Gospel. The stupendous magnr* 
le of the objects which the Bible proposes to 
in, the incomparable sublimity of eternal pursuits, 
s astonishing scheme of redemption by an incar- 
te Mediator, the native grandeur of a rational 
d immortal being stamped with the impress of 
>d, the fall of this being into sin and poverty and 
*anness and guilt, his recovery by grace to more 
in his original dignity in Ihe love and service of 
J Creator, filled all his soul. He seemed often to 
)or with an imagination occupied with his noble 
5me. He felt, and he taught, that no other sub- 
'X was worthy the consideration of man. In coni- 
rison with it, he led his auditors to condemn and 
imple on all the petty objects of this lower worUl. 
i meanness, its uncertaihty, its deceit, its yanity. 
vexation, its nothingness, he set fully in their 
;w. He even made them look down wvtK ai %^v\* 
)us concern on tliose who were V>mv\\i^ \v\ 'v^"^ '^'^^ 
ests, and who forgot, amidst tUe \.ovs ol cXv^^^'^"^^' 
re^/ business of life." 
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Some of his printed sermons are peri 
of nmplicitv, vivacity, and effect. Tfa 
stance, on the "Power of Faith." 

His COUNTENANCE, though DOt IQOd 

gether after the artificial rules of beaut; 
in animated conversation and in the pulp 
beauty of a great and noble mind. Dign 
nevolence were strongly pourtrayed x!t 
variety of its expression was admirable: 
any one feel the full force of the soul 
threw into his discourses, if this expressic 
cealedfrom him by distaace or situation 
TiON was gracelul and forcible: latte 
perhaps to his increasing infirmities and 
interrupted pain, it discovered, I think, 
straint and want of ease. 

There was a familiarity and ai 
ITT in his manner, which to strangers 
appeared dogmatism. His manner was 
like that of no other man. It was altog 
inal; and, because it was onginal, it soi 
fended those who had no other idea of m 
of that to wluch they had been accustc 
even the prejudiced could not hear him 
ference. There was a dignity and c< 
decision and ener^, a knowled^ of th( 
the world, an uprightness of mind and 
do good, and all this united with a tenc 
affection, which few could witness witho 
vorable impressions. 

His most striking sermons were genei 
which he preached from very short text; 
My 90ul harigeth on thee^^^ltmy fresh 
in thee^^O Lord! teach 7ne thy way^^ 
ist 80 shall thy strength be. In these s( 
whole subject had probably struck hii 
and what comes in this way is generally 
more natural and forcible, than what 
obliged to excogitate by its own labor! 
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ibject gnywg oat of the state of the mind at 
there it that deg;ree of affinity betweea 
ich occasioof the miod to seize it forcibly, 
Dthe it with vivid colors. A train of the 
oral associations presents itself* as one link 
tth it its kindred links. The attention is en- 
he mind is concentrated--scripture and 
snt themselves without effort, in the most 
relations which they bear to the subject 
iull possession of the man, and composition 
easy, and even interesting, 
a frequent, and a very useful method with 
pen and explain his subject in a very brief 
and then to draw inferences from it; which 
s formed the great body of the sermon, and 
tier matters of address to the censcien* 
learts of his hearers, than of discussion; 
le whole subject was a kind of application. 
na to me to have been his most effective 
of preaching. Take an instance: Matt. 
I. Explain the words. II. Raise from 
) or three remarks: Contemplate 1. Tl^e 
d Godhead of our Master: 2. The honor 
e puts on His house and the assembly of 
s: 3. The privilege of being one of Christ's 
whom He will meet: 4. The obligations 
such servants— fTi^a/ manner of fieraons 
ch to be J 

as remarkably observant of character, 
lave asked his opinion of a person, he has 
y surprised me with such a full and accu- 
leation of him, as he could have obtained 
ery paUent and penetrating observation, 
on of this appeared, when I learnt that it 
ustom in his sermon libtes, when he wished 
dc a particular character, not to put down 
iieatures as they occurred to his mind from 
:al d>servations which he had m^d^ c^^ 
he wctild pat downl^e luVvX^X c\l ^^"o^fi. 



48 Remains of Mr. CedL 

person's name, with whom he was well ac 
anil who stood in his mind as the represei 
that class of characters. He had nothi 
then, when he came to enlarge on that pi 
subject, but strongly to realize to himself 
son in question, and he would draw a mi 
vivid picture of a real character than 
otherwise do.* 

Mr. Cecil was not himf^elf led to the k 
of God through great terrors of consci 
ministry did not» therefore, so much aboa 
lineations of the working and malignity o1 
those topics which grew out of his course 
rience; nor did he enter frequently or lar 
the di^tails of the spiritual conflict. He wt 
drawn to God, and subdued by a sense 
mercy and fnendship: he was led, therefo 
tail largely the transactions of the believ 
with God, in the exercise of dependance 
mission. 

He was more aware than most men of t 

nCULTY OF BRrNGING DOWN THE YH 
THE COMPREHENSION OF THE MASS O 
RRS. 

A young minister may leave College witl 
theory in ;he world, and he may take v 
into a country parish a determination to ta 
language of simplicity itself; but the actual 
to make himself understood and felt is s< 

• Lavater somewhere mentions an admirable ] 
his own, which carried our friend's principle in If 
use in his ministry. He fixed on cbrtain pci-sons i 
gi-(gation, whom he •onsidered as represenutives 
8(Hrclive classes into which his hearers might be 
divided — amounting, as I recollect, to seyex. In < 
his discourses, he kept each of these persons stea 
tj c; and labored 90 to mould his suhjccu as to mec 
of every one— by which incom^araVAenxXcWr^w 
sclf'intiUigible and iuterealing to a\\ cW^^^isJiVv 
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ved ftom his former habits, that it is only to be 
uired by experience. Hear how wisely Mr. 
nl wrote to a young friend about to take orders: 
I advised him, since he was so near his entrance 
) the ministry, to lay aside all other studies for 
present, but the one I should now recommend 
him. I would have him select some very poor 
L uninformed persons, and pay them a visit. 
i object should be to explain to them, and demon- 
ite to them the truth of the. solar system. He 
luld first of all set himself to make that system 
fectly intelligible to them, and then he should 
nonstrate it to their full conviction against all 
t the followers of Tycho Brahe or any one else 
lid say against it. He would tell me it was im- 
oible: they would not understand a single term, 
possible to make them astronomers! And shall 
e thought an easy matter to make them under- 
nd redemption?" 
ie gave the following account of his u a bit of 

EPARATION FOR THE PULPJT:— 

*I generally look into the portions of Scripture 
pointed by the church to be read in the 8ei*vices 
!he day. I watch too, for any new light which 
y be thrown on passages in the course of read- 
, conversation, /or prayer. I seize the occasions 
nished by my own experience — my state of mind 
ny family occurrences. Subjects taken up in this 
nner are always likely to meet the cases and 
nts of some persons in the congregation. Some- 
es, however, I have no .text prepared: and I 
re found this to arise generally from sloth: I go 
work: this is the secret: make it a business: some- 
ig will arise where least expected. 
*It is important to begin preparation early ,n 1^ 
s driven off late, accidents may occuv viVvvOvv^wva^i 
jvcnt due attention to the sub}cct. \^ vVve Vaxx«^ 
V of the week are occupied, and \\ve rtv\\\^ ^tSn^vv 
a corner, the sermon will usuaWv "V^^^ ^'^^ ^ 
5 
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undigested. Take time to rej 
rejected, and to supply what o 

"It is a favorhe method wit 

.e point of doctrini 

enlarge, and then apply it. I 

•What are you doing?— What ! 

"I will not foretel my own vj 
commentators. I talk over tb 
write down all that strikes mr 
-what is written. After my pi 
mind has exhausted its stores, 
leof iny great Doctors tose 

but I find iL necessary to rcjc 
which the Doctors saf : they v 
effect in a »ermon. In truth, to I 
draw more trom nature and le 
of men: we must study the b« 
book of nature, the heart of m 
God; we must read the histo 
must deal with matters of fact 
In respect to mechanical pr 
vas in the habit of using ei) 
which he put down his main a 
ions, with web hints as he thui 
notes, written in an open and 
as his eye could catch with ea 
the portable (quarto Bibles, of v 
Were printed id the xriith ccn 
but, in consequence of the clos 
of the paper, such as Innd u] 
size. Of these editions there : 
pitted page for page witb oi 
of thekc editions Mr. Cecil i 
hkbit of nunc both in public 

■Ihare conparcdfiwr tTtheie! 
Am, 16W— tiByc'i, C*mb- 1670, « 
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mechanical assistance afforded to him in turn- 
fe|; to passages from the recollection of the part of 
aie page in which they occurred. 
It will be interesting to hear Mr. Cecil's own 

oCCOUNT OF HIS MANNER OF COMMENCING 

L IS ministry; as it notices mistakes from which 
le was not only early but most effectually delivered, 
uX)d his remarks on them may afford a serious cau- 
ioD to others. 

*•! set out,'' he said, ''with levity in the pulpit. It 
iwas above two years before I could get the victory 
over it* though I strove under sharp piercings of 
conscience. My plan was wrong. I had bad 
counsellors. I thought preaching was only enter- 
ing the pulpit, and letting off a sermon. I really 
imagined this was trusting to God, and doing the 
tldng cleverly. I talked with a wise and pious 
man on the subject. *There is nothing/ said he, Hike 
appealing to facts.' We sat down, and named 
names. We found men in my habit disreputable. 
This first set my mind right. I saw such a man might 
sometimes succeed: but I saw, at the same time, 
that whoever would succeed in his general interpre- 
tations of Scripture, and would have his ministry 
that of a workman that needcth not to be a%hamed 
.-4nust be a laborious man. What can be produc*^ 
ed by men who refuse this labor? — a few raw no- 
tions* harmless perhaps in themselves, but false as 
stated by them. What then should a young minis- 
ter do?>— His office says, *Go to your books. Go to 
retirement. Go to prayer.'— *No!' says the enthu- 
siast, *Go to preach. Go and be a witness! *-^A 
witnessl^-of what?— He don't know!" 

Thus qualified by nature, education, and grace 
«— .enriched by his various manly acquisitions — and 
matured by experience, he appeared in vVve. ^wXv^"^ 
unquestionably as one of the nr&t pYt?ic\\c\^— 'ft^^'^ 
haps the very first preacher-— o£ Viv^ ^\iu^ 



He was sincerely attached t 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND,both by principle ai 
ing — to her order and decorum. He 
into the spirit of those obligations, which lay 
as a clergyman; and, looking at general con 
ces, would never break through the order : 
cipline of the church, to obtain any partia 
and temporary ends. 

In the more private exercise of his i 
office, as a counsellor and friend, he ma 
great faithfulness, tenderness, an 

DOM. 

In proof of this I might appeal to what is 
the "Remains," on the subject of "visiting 
beds." I shall here subjoin a few more illus 
of this part of his character. 

An interview was contrived between hit 
noble lady, by some of her relations. She h 
listen to the affairs of religion. Her life h] 
gay and trifling. She knew that he underst 
situation; and she began to introduce her c 
saying that she supposed he thought her a vc 
temptible and wicked creature. "No, Mi 
do not look at you in that view. I consic 
you have been a wanderer; pursuing happir 
mistaken road— an immortal being fluttering I 
the present short but important scene, with 
serious concern for what is to come after it is 
by. And, while others know what is to ha; 
them, and wait for it, you are totally igno; 
the subject" — "But, Sir, is it possible to a] 
any certainty with respect to a tuture condit 
'*Why what little trifling scenes would occu] 
ladyship and myself, if we were confined 
small spot of a carpet, that is under our fee 
world is a little; mean, despicable scene ii 
But we must leave it; and can you suppose 
arc left to step into another state, as into 
%byss— -not knowing what awaits us there? 
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the next step I take from the world is no^ into a 
void that no one has explored — a fathomless abyss 
>-« chaos of clouds and darkness-^ut I know what 
it is— I am assured of it." He said to me in report- 
inftlus conversation, **I rested on this, and left it to 
work on her mind. I thought it better to defer the 
subject of this assurance to try her, and I h&ve rea- 
son to believe that she feels anxious for our next 
Qccadon of meeting, th^t she may hear how we can 
make out the groupds of our assurance." This is 
one among many instances of the wise methods in 
which he ftccommo4ated his instructions to the 
charapter. 

**Mkay of my people," he said, "and especially 
fenalea, talk thus to me — *I am under continual 
diiMss of mind. I can lay hold of no permanent 
gnmnd of peace. If I seem to get a little, it is soon 
gone again. I am out at sea, without compass ov 
anchor. My heart sinks. My spirit faints. My 
knees tremble. AH is dark above, and all is hor? 
tor beneath.'--«*And pray what is your mode of 
Kfc?*— •! sit by myself. —*In th'is small room, I sup- 
poaet and over your fire?'— *A considerable part of 
my time.*— *And what time do you go to hedf'—r*! 
caimoc retire till two or three o'clock in ^he morn- 
ing.*— *And you lie late, I suppose, in the monii^g:'' 
—•Frequently.'— 'And pray what else can you ex- 
pect from this mqde of life, than a relaxed and un- 
strung system — and, of course, a mind enfeebled, 
anuoas, and disordered? I understand your case. 
God seems to have qualified me to understand it, 
by especial dispensations. My natural disposition 
u gay, volatile, spirited. My nature would never 
sink. But I have sometimes felt my spirit absorbed 
in horrible apprehensions, without any assignable 
natural cause. Perhaps it was necessary I sho^l(| 
be suffered to feel this, that I might feel for others; 
for* certainly, no man can have any adequate sym 
pathy with others, who has nev^v ^\w-s «>^jiR^t«^\^v^> 
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self. lean feel for you therefore, while 
that I think the aflair with yoii is chiefly 
I myself have brought on the same feeliii 
same means. I have sat in my study t 
persuaded myself that the ceiling was t 
siuftcr me to rise and stand upright; and a 
ercise alone, could remove the impressic 
mind!" 

His taking the charge of St. John's < 
the most important event of hiii life, as 
to have l>cen the sphere for which he v 
arly raised up and prepared by Providen 

The circumstances attending liis cstabi 
a serious and devout congregation in i 
mark the strength and simplicity of his n 
they may show the necessity under whicl 
will sometimes be brought, of acting for tl 
with i>erfect independence of the whol 
iheir brethren. 

These circumstances he related to r 
lows: — **\Vhen I married,! lived at a sr 
at Islin<;ton, situated in the midst ofag 
which 1 paid 14/. a year. My annual ir 
then only 80/. and, with this, I had to su 
self, my wife, and a servant. 1 was th< 
minister of St. John's, but I received not 
the place for several of the earlier years 
was sent thither, I considered that I v 
the people of that place and neighbt 
thought it my duty therefore, to adopt 
and a style of preaching which should h 
dency to meet their case. All which 
heard before, was dry, frigid, and lifeless 
hauglity, stalking spirit characterised t 
. I was thrown among men of the worl 
business, men of reading, and men of tl 
btfgan, therefore, with principles. I 
o/j the divine authority of Ih^i sacveOl 
Jo'/ssected Snunn's Sennous. 1 tooV. 




lad substance of some of our most masterly wri- 
ers. I preached on such texts as—//* ye believe 
tot Moaea and the Profiheta^ neither will ye be- 
leve though one rose from the dead, I set myself 
o explain terms and phrases. My chief object 
vas under-ground work. But what was the con- 
equence of this? An outcry was raised against me 
Inroughout the religious world. It was said, that, 
Lt other places, I continued to preach the truth; 
»ut that, at St. John's, I was sacrificing it to my 
rearers. Even my brethren, instead of entering 
nto my reasons and plan, lay on their oars. Mv 
Protectress turned her back on me. I hesitated, 
it first, to enter on so great a risk; but, with gran- 
leur of spirit, she told me she would put her for- 
:uneon the issue: if any benefit resulted from it, 
It should be mine, and she would bear me harmless 
of all loss. She heard me a few times, and then 
wholly withdrew herself, and even took away her 
servants. Some of them would now and then steal 
in; but, as they reported that they got Hio food,' 
the report did but strengthen the prejudices of their 
mistress. She could not enter into my motives. I 
was obliged to regard her conduct as Huss did that 
of the man who was heaping the faggots round 
liim, O aancta aim/iHcitaal* She could not calculate 
con8equences,and was unmoved even when I placed 
my conduct in its strongest light — *Can you attri- 
hiite a.nv hut the nurest motives tn mt ? Onp-ht not. 
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three farmers to throw the weight* indubiocu 
into the farmer's scale. After we had setti 
business, one of the three, to convince tfae I 
farmers that they had acted in the very spu 
my directions, proposed to find a person who w* 
immediately give them 50/. a year for thtir ' 
gain with me. This has given them an idea 
we act upon high and holy motives.'* 

What a noble tnut is this of his upright 
disinterested mind! One might almost 
confidence predict that such an introduction 
his parishes was a presage of great usefoli 
A minister has no right to wanton away the snp 
of his family; but, having secured that* what 
sacrifices he may make with such holy motivi 
thestf, will be abundantly repaid; probaUy it 
success of his ministry, certainly m his Mas 
approbation and the peace of his own bo 
Those sacrifices of what may be strictly hit 
which a narrow and worldly man may refoi 
make, though he entail discord and feuds oo 
parish, will be trifles to the mind of a true CI 
ti^n minister. 

**I hardly think it likely that a man could 1 
been received in a more friendly manner thi 
have been. About 500 people attend at OhoU 
and 300 at Bisley. I find 1 can do any thing 
them while I am serious. A Baptist preacher 
been somewhere in the neighborhood befo 
came. He seems to have been wild and eccen 
and to have planted a prejudice in consequent 
this in the people*s minds, who appear to nave 
no other notion of Methodism than that k 
eccentricity. 

*'Wbile I am grave and serious they will a 

me to say or do any thing. For instance; a 

Sundays since it rained so prodigiously hard wl 

hadHnished my sermon at Bisley^iYv^LX.! i^vnV 

impracticable for any body to lea\fe tVv^ cYvwt 
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hen told £he people, that as it was likely to con- 
iHue for some time, we had better employ ourselves 
LS well as we could, and so I would take up the sub- 
ect again. I did so; and tiiey listened to me read- 
ly for another half-hour, though 1 had preached to 
:hem three quarters of an hour before I had con- 
::luded. All this they bear, and think it nothing 
strange; but one wild brother with one eccentric 
sermon would do me more mischief than 1 should 
be able in many months to cure.'* 

A very strong instance of personal attachment 
to him occurred soon after he took Chobham. A 
stranger was observed to attend church every Sun- 
day ,aud to leave the village immediately after ser- 
vice was ovet*. Every new face there was a phe- 
nomenon, and of course the appearance of this man 
led to enquiry. He was found to be one of his 
hearers at St. John's-^ poor, working-man, whom 
the advantages received under his ministry had so 
knit to his pastor, that he found himself repaid for 
a weekly journey of fifty miles. Mr. C. remon- 
strated with him on the ine3q;>ediency and impro- 
priety of thus spending his Sabbath, when the pure 
word of God might be tieard so much nearer home. 

But we must approach the closing scene of this 
great man*s life and labors. 

Ko touches need to be added to the affecting 
picture which Mrs. Cecil has drawn of his gradual 
descent to the grave. I will only subjoin here some 
remarks on his views and feelings with re- 
spect to that Gospel of which he had been so long 
an eminent and successful minister^. 

His VIEWS of Christianity were modified, as has 
been seen by his constitution and the circum- 
stances of his life. His dispensation was to meet a 
particular class of hearers. He was^\.\»dL^V«!i^^^ 
most men, to assert the reality^ d\^A.'^* «^^^ ^'^'^ 
j/" 2-e7i57on— as contrasted with lYve N«LmVf«»'^^^'^ 
ess, and glare of the w orld. Ttoa «M\n^^'^>2iR^^' 
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ed like a master. Men of the world felt thattbey- 
were in the presence of their superior— of one vli» 
unmasked their real misery to themselves, aoA 
pursued them through all the false refuges of vtii i 
and carnal minds. 

While this was the principal character of Mr. 
Cecil's ministry for years, at tliat place for whid 
he seems to have been specially prepared; yet be 
was elsewhere, with equal wisdom, leading esqw- 
rienced Christians forward in their wajr to heaven: 
and, latterly, the habit of his own mmd and the 
whole system of his ministry were nnanHctUf 
ripening in those views which are peculiar to the 
Gospel. 

No man had a more just view of his own miniatfy 
than he had; nor could any one more highly value 
the excellence which he saw in others, though it 
was of a different class from his own. *'I have 
been lately selecting." he said to me, '"some of 
C—- *s letters for pubUcation. With the utmot 
difficulty, I have given some little variety. He be- 
gins with Jesus Christ, carries him through, and 
closes with him. If a broken leg or arm turns him 




the last sentence! What over and over again! 
What nothing else! No variety of view! No illus- 
tration!' And yet, I confess, that, when I have 
walked out and my mind has been a good deal ex- 
ercised on his letters, I have caught a sympathy— 
•It is one thing, without variety or relief; but this 
one ihing is a talisman!' — ^I have raised my head 
.—I have trod firmly — ^my heart has expanded—I 
have felt wings! Men must not be viewed indis* 
criminately. To a certain degree I produce effect 
in my way, and with my views. The utter ruin 
ojtd bunkruptcy of man is so wrou^Yvi. \tvvo rcv>} «».- 
pcvtcnce, that I handle this subjwt tiaXu^^M- 
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3ther men may use God's more direct means a« 
laturally as I can use his more indirect and col- 
ateral ones. Every man, however, must rather 
:ollow than lead his experience; though, to a cer- 
A\n degree, if he finds his habits diverting him from 
lesus Christ as the grand, prominent, only feature^ 
tie must force himself to choose such topics as shall 
lead his mind to him. I am obliged to subject 
myself to this discipline. I frequently choose sub- 
jects and enter into my plan, before I ^scover that 
the SAVIOR occupies a part too subordinate: I 
throw them away, and take up others which point 
more directly and naturally to Him." 

In his last illness, he spoke, with great feeling, 
an the same subject: •'That Christianity may be 
very sincere, which is not sublime. Let a man 
read Maclaurin's sermon on the Cross of Christ, 
and enter into the subject with taste and relish,' 
what beggary is the world to him! The subject is so 
[ligh and so glorious, that a man must go out of 
limself, as it were, to apprehend it. The apostle 
iiad such a view when he said / count alt thirst 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord, 1 remember the time, even 
&fter I became really serious in religion, when 
[ could not understand what St. Paul meant — not 
3y setting forth the glory of Christ, but by talking 
>E it in such hyperbolical terms, and always dwell- 
ing on the subject: whatever topic he began on, 
[ saw that he could not but glide into the same sub- 
feet. But I NOW understand why he did so, and 
MTonder no more; for there is no other subject, 
:omparatively, worthy our thoughts, and therefore 
t is that advanced Christians dwell on little else. 
[ am fully persuaded,that the whole world becomes 
irain and empty to a man, in pvopoY\\o\\ ^'&>cv^ «^- 
:er» into living views of Jesus CUnst.** ^ ^ 

His FEELINGS on religion, as lUey ve«9^cxe<\Xvv 
idn^jftsfon fo the dwme 'zvHL w <*?«*. ^^tcvvcwvj ^ 
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^'Throughout his illness, his whole mind 
of being fixed on some mean and insignific 
cem, was riveted on spiiitual objects. Eve 
topic was so umnteresting to him, and even 
some, that he could with reluctance allow 
introduced. The value of his &oul, the et 
of the world, the nearness and solemnity c 
were ever on his lips. He spent his whole 
reading the Scripture, and one or two old 
particulaily Achbishop I^ighton. All he: 
did was as a man on trie brink of an etema 

*'Hb humility, also, evidently ripened as 
proach^ his end. He was willing to reo 
vice from every quarter. He listened with 
to any hint that was offered him. His vie 
own misery and helplessness as a sinner, ai 
necessity of being entirely indebted to divir 
and being saved as the greatest monum< 
efBcacy, was continually on the increase. 

"His simplicity and fervor in speakin( 
Savior, were also very remarkable. As 1 
nearer to death, his one topic was — Jesus 
All his anxiety and care wei*e centred in tb 
point. His apprehensions of the work and 
Christ, of the extent and suitableness of h 
tion, and of the unspeakable importance 
spiritually united to him, were more disti 
simple, it possible, than at any period of 
He spake of him to his family, with the 
and interest, and seriousness of tlie aged ai 
believer. 

"His faith, also, never failed. I hav 
him, with faltering and feeble lips, speak 
great foundations of Christianity with i\v 
confidence. lie said, he never saw so cle 
truth of the doctnues which he had been pr 
as since his illness. His view of the certai 
excellency uf God*s promises in Christ 
shaken. 



Remains of Mr. Cecil. 65 

<Thc interest, likewise, which he took m the 
;cess of the Gospel, was prominent, when his 
ease at all remitted. His own people lay near 
heart; and, when a providence had occuvred 
ich he hoped would promote their benefit, he ex- 
;ssed himself with old Simeon, *Lord, now lettest 
>u thy servant depart in peace.' 
'^The principal effect of his ^stemper was in 
•owing a cloud over his comfort; yet. In pro- 
:^ing this, the spiritual tendency of his mind ap- 
ired. His diseased depresaon operated indeeid, 
: it was in leading him to set a high standard of 
liness, to bring together elevated marks of regen- 
ition, and to require decisive evidences of a 
rit of faith and adoption. The acuteness of his 
Ignrient then argued so strongly from these false 
^mises, that he necessarily excluded himself 
Qost entirely from the consolation of hope. If I 
ly t)e allowed a theological term—the objective 
IS of faith; those that related to the grand objects 
)poscd in the Scriptures on the testimony of God» 
:h as tlie work of redemption, the person of 
irist, and the virtue of his blood, remained the 
De; nay, were ripened and strengthened as his 
solution approached; but the subjective acts of 
th; those which respected his own interest in 
»e blessings, and which gave life to the exercises 
hope; rose and sunk wiih his disease. He was 
ecisely like a man oppressed by a heavy weight: 
the load was lightened, he began to move and 
crt himself in his natural manner: when the bur- 
n was increased, he sunk down again under the 
pression. 

'* About a year before his death, when his powers 
mind had for a long time be^t\ d^iXvvaXfc^> ^5«s- 
U retained some remnants oi iVxc\v^otxs«x '?'^'?^2, 
religious feeiin^s were at t*\xx\es tTv\>| ^«s«^2^^ 
intellectual powers were indeed Xoo ^'c ^^ 
i for joy; but there was a resX^xis^Xor jg 
♦6 
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quillity, a ripeness of grace, a calm and hoi) 
on the bosoin of the Savior, that quite ala 
I may so speak, his anxious family, under 
pr&sion that there appeared nothing left fc 
to do, and that he would soon be remov 
them, aa a shock of com cometh in ita acaaor, 
when his disease had made still further pro] 
often as tlie slightest alleviation was afford 
his judgment became more distinct, his mo: 
prcssion lesseiied,and he was moderately co 
It was only a few weeks before his dissolui 
such an interval was vouchsafed to him. 1 
spake with great feeling from the Scipt 
family worship, for about half an hour; and < 
the love* and grace, and power of Christ w 
ticular composure of mind. I had the hap] 
visiting him at this season. He was so m 
lieved from his disease, as to enter with mc 
eral topics relating to religion, and to \ 
some excellent directions as to my conduct a 
ister. In reply to various questions whic 
to him, he spake to me to the following ] 
^I know myself to be a wretched, worthies 
(the seriousness and feeling with which he 
shall never forget,) *having nothing in my 
poverty and sin. I know Jesus Christ to b< 
rious and almighty Savior. I see the full 
of his atonem^t and grace; and I cast my 
ticely on him, and wait at his footstool 
aware that my diseased and broken mind m; 
incapable of receiving consolation; but, J 
myself wholly to the meixiful and wise d 
tionsofGod.' 

•*One or two other interesting testimonie 
spiritual and dcvot^ state of his heart ma 
mentioned. A short time before liis divie; 
/guested one of his family to write down 
f ^^oi: the folio wing sentence; *Noneb 
'^^'^ Ai/r Christ, said Lambert dyin^ a 
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ime, in dying circumstances, with his whole 
» sakh Richard Cecil.' The name was signed 
Dself, with his left hand, in a manner hardly 
e through infirmity." 

li was Mr. Cecil. I sincerely regret that some 
liy observer did not both enjoy and improve 
tnnittes of delineating a more perfect picture 
great mind. I have, however, faithfully de- 
the impressions which his character made on 
nring a long course of aflfectionate admiration 
K nor have I shrunk from intermingling such 
rkMt 2^ every faithful observer must find occa- 
3 make while he is watching the unfoldingsof 
est and greatest of men. 
RiSTiAV PARENTS, and particularly chris- 
MOTHERS, may gather from the history and 
ctcr of oar departed friend every possible en- 
genent to the unwearied care of their chil- 
While St Austin, Bishop Hall, Richard 
er, John Newton, Richard Cecil, ^d many 
great and eminent servants of Christ, have 
a record their gipiteful acknowledgments to 
pitHis mothers, as the instruments, under the 
and blessing of God* of winning them to him- 
jet no womau of faith and praver despair re- 
ii^ even her most uiitowara child. 
.Cecil's MERE AD MIRERS shouldfeel what a 
It of responsibility his ministry and his char- 
have laid them under. They gave him the 
but he labored for the heart. They were 
cd with the man, but he prayed that they 
I become displeased with themst^lves. They 
i aid him in his schemes, but he was anxious 
.hey should serve his Master. How soon must 
meet him at that judgmeiit*H&QL\.\^'iQ>\<e, N«\vviXv 
use appear, to receive accovOow^vo >«Vk»X^^H 
lonem the body whether ^ood ov ftNA\ ^ 
UNCKRE FRiKNDS avc caUed Vo 'WA^"^^^ 
te— to follow him as he C<%Vonn^^ evc^v^- 
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live above thia vkin world— to u 

to the honor erf Chritt xnd the intereM 
nitf — to bcftr up voder Mia and weariMi 
ie^, leaning oa Almighty atrength; tUl 
him in that worU where waakneu ahaU 
motti lOSIAHf 
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ccannsssArwti with the Bbito 
nacDBsnMs when he was PBraJBi 



."—Cm da AnMcb 



On l&€ Chrittiatt. lAfe and Cai^ 
THE direct cauae of a Chriatian'a sprka 
unUn with ChviM. AU attwtioa to the 
uvmtaotiala of religiott> has a tendenc 
the Boul away from tbia nmon. Few nei 
minirtera are catlod, >ty thafiatnre ef the 
to enter mnch into these circuaistaotia 
for instance, as the evideacet of the trati 
ion. Miiriiten led tbit deadening efli^ 
ooadderaUe or conthmed attention to > 
mucli aaon ■autprlvate Cbrittians. Tba 



be atnMtlmed, till tbe heart J 
private Cbriitiani, however, mav be caU 
the natnra of thoae circles in which they 
be qnaUfiedto m^* •"* — fi... »k* -,k;»-4. 
may be urged a^ 
as ntniisters, wbue tbey ate ' famisliing tl 
for this purpoM, mnst acoiiicace in the wo 
God appnnts for then, mth prayer and 
nesi. If Aey cannot alwnrt lite and ahtd 
the art, atid the pat f4 Muma,Bt(d.tiDAc 
aoa tbeatrcy-tULt; yet they ate dtam^ 
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gathering the wood necessary for the servicfe 
:amp. But let their hearts stUl turn toward 
ce where the Glory resideth. 



Christian's fellowship with God is rather a 
than a rapture. He is a pilgrim, who has 
)it of looking forward to the light before him: 
3 the habit of not looking back: he has the 
»f walking steadily in the way, whatever be 
eather, and whatever the road. These are 
bits: and the Lord of the Way is his Guide, 
tor. Friend, and Felicity. 



; Christian's exigencies arise, he has a spir- 
abit of turning to God, and saying, with the 
li, **Teli me, O thou vfhom my soul loveth^ 
ikoufeedest^where thou makett thyflockit t9 
noon. I have tried to find rest elsewhere. 
: fled to shelters, which held oat great pro* 
3f repose; but I have now long since learned 
I unto thee: Tell mr, O thou whom my soul 
, where thou Jeedest^ where thou makest thy 
to rest at noon** 



i^hristian will look back, throughout eternity, 
itei^st and delight, on the steps and means of 
n version. **My Father told me this! My 
;r told me that! Such an event was sano- 
to me! in such a place, God visited my 
These recollections will never grow dull 
earisomc. 



,UME might be written on tV\e Ya.T\o\i?»Tcv«iX>cv<i^ 
God has taken, in Providence, lo Vc-^^ ^"^^ 
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The history of a roan's own iifet is* to h 
most interesting history in the world, ne 
of the Scriptures. Every man is an o 
solitary character. None can either un< 
feel the book of his own life like himself, 
of other men are to him dry and vapid, 
beside his own. He enters very Uttle int 
of the Old Testament, who does ni 
calling on him to turn over the pages o 
tory when he says to the Jew, Thou shal 
ail the way which the Lord thy God let 
forty years. He sees God teaching the J 
at the recmrds of his deliverance from th 
of the manna showered down on him {r< 
and of the Araalekites put to flight b 
There are such grand events in the \\h 
rience of every Christian. It may be ^ 
to review them often. I have, in s 
vowed before God to appropriate yeai 
brances of some of the signal turns < 
Having made the vow, I hold it as obli; 
I would advise others to greater circum; 
they may bring a g^ing yoke on themse 
God designed not to put on them. 

True grace is a growing principle. ' 

j; tian grows in discernment: a child roa 

\ a serpent; but the man gets as far fro 

j can: a child may taste poison; but th 

not suffer a speck of poison near him. ] 

I humility: the blade shoots up bpldl 

I young ear keeps erect with coniiden 

full corn in the ear inclines itself towai 

not because it is feebler, but because it 

He grows in strength: the new wir 

, and frets; but the old wine acquires a I 

(firroness. 

^*»-^ mercy-seat; ytt .jicy arc uiawiu) 
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sffDERNESs of conscience is always to be distin- 
khed fix)m scrupulousness. The conscience 
not be kept too sensible and tenden but scru- 
>usness arises from bodily or mental infirmity, 
discovers itself in a multitude of ridiculous, and 
erstitbus, and painful feelings. 



:e head is dull, in discerning the value of God's 
3edients; and the heart cold, sluggish, and re- 
tantj in submitting to them: but the head is 
ely, in the invention of its own expedients; and 
s heart eager and sanguine, in the pursyit of 
im. No wonder, then, that God subjects both 
t head and the heart to a course of continual cor- 
:tion. 



TLtiY man will have lus own criterion in forming 
I judgment of others. I depend very much on 
6 effect of ai&iction. I consider how a man comes 
t of the furnace: gold will lie for a month in the 
mace without losing a grain. And, wlule under 
.2^9 a child has a habit of turning to his father: 
: is not like a penitent, who has been whipped 
:o this state: it is natural to him. It is dark, and 
e child has no whither to run, but to his father. 



CIVILE ME KT is inseparable from the world. A 
m can no where rest his foot on it without sink- 
;. A strong principle of assimulation combines 
5 world and the heart together. There are, espec- 
ly, certain occasions, when the current hurries 
nan away, and he has lost the religious govem- 
mt of himself. When the pilot finds, on nv^kv^^ 
i port of Messina, that the ship wW\ ncsX. ^«^ ^^ 
\m, he knows that she is got witVvvtv \.Yv^ VcAx^^'^'? 
hat attraction, whjch wiUbvirv YveY\^v^^^e^^'«^'^'^^' 



^Jfr..<(^ 

pool. We &n to kvoU the daqptr. ratber tha 
cppow It. ThJ* ii a gnat Ooctrhie of ScrSR 
An active tora t^iiaat tin world ii not n ■ 
inculcated, u » rptreatlns, decIiniDg iptfit. i 



Treeb are seaaonswhen a Chriatiui'i datinn 
hug charactar la taiddco from man. A C63i 
merchant on 'Cbance h Mt called to ihew aaj 
ferance in Ub mere cxmior carriage from anal 
merchaBt. He give* a naaon^e aonrcr if I 
aakedaqneidoii. He ^oa not teUlaillf Jiiti 
relig^ Into tirwf Moteace he nttcra. fiurj 
not nippoae Ua icUgiaa to be incanMtcat'wn 
eommoD huerchai^ id cirftidcs. He ia dl 
and coDCteona. He can ask the news at the < 
and takenp anjr public topic of conversation. 
i> he* therebrei not different from other i 
He b Uke anodiier merchant in the mere exu 
drcumitance, whkh is least in God's regard;— 
in bia taate!— hia views! — liis science! — his he 
— hia bappi n eaa! he is as diflerent from those an 
him aa Iwtt ia from darkness. He waiia for 
coming iff our Lanl Jesut C/aist who never pa 
perhaps tbnwgh the thoughts of those he talka t 
but tolw nqlected 



The Chriatian ia called to be like AbrahM 
conduct; Ulce Panl, in labora; and Ulcc Mtf 
spirit. Though, a* a manoffiuth, he g6e»i 
not knowing whidier, and hia principle te Vi 
from the worid, j«t he vOl oblige the world |p 
knowledge: '*Hib riewa, it la tnwi we do nt 
deratand. Hla prindplea and genetalcaatfM 
a atfMtm to u& But a more upright, Bg^n, 
enw4 daialoTsted, peaceable, and bniBl 
nwn, we know not where to find." T>e ■ 
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n count him a madman; and false brethren 
fy his character, and calumniate his mo- 
st he will bear down evil, by repaying 
id will silence lus enemies, by the abun* 
f his labors. He may be shut out from the 
:ast into prison— banished into obscurity— 
o observe him, no hand to help him«-but 
logh for him, if his Savior will speak to 
smile 00 him! 



lAVS are too tittle aware what their religion 
from them, with regard to their wishes. 
e wish things to ba otherwise than they 
ose right of the great practical parts of the 
odliness. We wish, and wish — when, if 
I done all Uiat ties on us, we should fall 
ito the hands of God. Such wishing cuts 
sinews of our privileges and consolations, 
leaving me for a Ume; and you say you 
1 could leave me better, or leave me with 
listance: but, if it b right for you to go, 
t for me to meet what lies on me, without 
hat I had less to meet, or were better able 
u 



write down twenty cases, wherein I wbhed 
1 done otherwise uian he did; but which I 
» had I had my own will, would have led 
live mischie£ The life of a Christian b 
' paradoxes. He must lay hold on God: 
follow hard after him: he must determine 
8t liim go. And yet he must learn to let 
ne. Quietness before Crod b one of the 
icult of all Christian graces— -V^vX-^Vikc^ 
\us; to be what he womdYia^e\i&XjO^A«^'^^ 
Mf aa he pleases. We ate Vite«^V'^«5^^ 
If iie has given hia bow\ too VvxXVt w^. 



74 BflUtM ef Mr. Oiett 

he cries, "Flee:" if he has gtreft It t 
he cries, "Rub," you see him tiUng W 
bending his body, in CDnformity totlw ^ 
xrould impart to the bowl. Thus I I ww^' 
regard to my dispensations: I would drgf 
restrain them: I would assimilate tkem to 
of my mind. But I have smalteillbrt 
severe ri^tations. It may seem ft 1mW|I|| 
a wise and gracious dispensatiiAi towM 



ctedrl 
vbuli 



fcmcHirily yndnrwg, w« 

_,„ cd far our SinctSttDi boti o 

■wtunllr sQader crti, ve wtH 

HMO. .RmUohm* ud nlt-wUl mc q 

onr dii^ i» raewcMM. 

OS ' 

Schooling the reast is tile ^md 
personal religiao. To bring dMdvai onde 
examination, is a high state of^nUgloai c 
with regard to the depravity of the beat 
daily in the disbelief of our own creed.^ W 
tlioughts and feelings, which are foonSed 
presumption that ^ around u* Are {mpei 
corrupted, but that we are exempted, 
will and unbitiBB «Bd-DHrioo of paUie c 
in the raliMoys worio. all arbe from tt 
ptfcdcjil kl&d^i^. And tbongti its dfe 
mawett in theae men, becauae th^ are^ 
partiOk and are set opoo a pinnacle so thi 
arc witliQUt the influence of their vorte 
thcmi yet every man's own breast has an 
dogmatizing, excommunicating, and aotii 
Jng spirit working within. 

Acting from the occasion, wlthont re 

and inquiry, ia the death of personal rel 

fvjl/ not suffice merely to retire la tioe «a 

cJa^et. The mind is soroetimes, ^ V^V 
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I acts from the occasion, nothing is further from 
an recoUectsdness. I have, for weeks tc^ether. 
»ursuit of some scheme, acted so entirely from 
occasion, that, when I have at length called 
elf to accounts I have seemed like one awaked 
I a dream. **Am I the man who could think 
speak so and so? Am I the man, who could 
such a disposition, or discover such conduct?'* 
i fascination and enchantment of the occasion 
'arished; and I stand like David in similar 
umstances before Nathan. Such cases in ex* 
ence are, in truth, a moral intoxication; and the 
I 18 only then sober, when he begins to sckm^ 
leart. 



£ servant of God has not only natural senubil- 
, by which he fselsy in common with other 
, the sorrows of life; but he has moral seasibil- 
, which are peculiar to his character. When 
id was driven from his kingdom, he not only 
depressed as an exile and wanderer; bit he 
Id recollect lus own sin as punished in the 
:tion. Cli had not only to mfkr the pangs of a 
er in the loss of liis sons; but he would recal, 
I bitterness of spirit, his own mismanagement, 
ringing up these sons. St. Paul had not only 
idure the thorn in the flesh; but he would feel 
he carried about him propensities to self-exal- 
tn, which rendered that thpm necessary and 
tary. 

fGEBOus PREDICAMENTS are the brinks of 
ptations. A man often gives evidence to others 
he is g^ddy, though he is not aware of it per- 
I himself. Whoever has been iu daxv^'c VxSss>sfcVl 
guess very shrewdly coucenwxv^VJwt ^^^v'sg^'t^^^ 
ofauch a man* 
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A haughty 8/iirit is a tjrmptom of ci 

— ^ haughty Bfiirit goeth befbre a/oA 

Pre9umfituou8 careie99neB% Iq&ci 

**Who fearsT— This b to be feared 
no cause of fear. Such was Peter*t ' 
all men forsake thee^ yet vriU not I. j 
Venturing on the borders of donga 
to this. A man goes on pretty wdl i 
within the atmosphere of danger: b- 
I>hereof danger in&tuates him. TI 
within the influence of the vortex, an 
the helm. David was sitting in this] 
the house-top* and was ensured 

An accession of wealth is a dan| 
ment for a man. At first he is stoi 
cession be sudden:' he is very hni 
grateful. Then he begins to s} 
people think him more sensible^ 
liimselfso. 

A man is in imminent danger whi 
circumstances^ he u cUsfiosed to equii 
ham did with Pharaoh, and Isaac wii 
Stupidity of conscience under chi| 
advancement to power, when a ■ 
i*elish such power — popularity-^selfil 
disposition to gad about, like Dmah^ 
symptoms of spiritual danger. i 

A CHANGE OF CIROUMSTANCES i^ 

of life is a critical period. No man | 
passed through such a change, can fia 
quate notion of its effects upon the ^ 
money comes into the pocket of a 
small sums, it goes out as it camej 
follows it in the same way; and ^ 
freedom and indifference, it is applies 
ijses: but when he begins lorecdv 
^Aar maf yield him an interest^ and 
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A haughty 8/iirit is a sjrmptom of extreme d 
— ^ haughty BfiirU goeth before afaU. 

PrcBUmfituouB careiesanea^ indicates daiif 

**Who fears^— This is to be feared, that yo 
no cause of fear. Sach was Peter*s state: 77 
ailmenfiraake thee^ yet vnU not L 

Venturing on the bordera of danger is mucti 
to this. A man goes on pretty well till he irec 
within the atmosphere of danger: but the ai 
phere of danger infatuates him. The ship i 
within the influence of the vertex* and will nol 
the helm. David was sitting in this atmosphe 
the house-top, and was ensnared and fell. 

An acceaaion of wealth is a dangerous pre 
ment for a man. At first he is stunned» if the 
cession be sudden:' he is very humble and 
grateful. Then he begins to speak a little lo 
people think him more sensible, aud soon he tl 
himself so. 

A man is in imnunent danger when, in auafi 
circumatancea^ he ia diafioaed to equivocate^ as / 
ham did with Pharaoh, and Isaac with Abimc 

Stupidity of conscience under chastisement 
advancement to power, when a man begii 
relish such power — ^popularity— self-indulgenc 
disposition to gad about, like Pmah— ^ thesi 
symptoms of spiritual danger. 

A CHANGE OF ciROUMSTANCEs inour cond 
of life is a critical period. No man who has 
passed through such a change, can form any 
quate notion of its effects upon the mind. V 
money comes into the pocket of a poor ma 
small sums, it goes out as it came in, and i 
follows it in the same way; and with a ce 
freedom and indifference, it is applied to its r 
ijses: but whea he begins to receive rov 
c/J3^ majr yield him an interest, aud iirte 
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es to be added to his principaU and the 
auginentat|bii to preep over himy it is 
tw world to him. In a rise of circum- 
K>9 the mail becomes, io his own opinion, 
uu a greater man; ^nd pride of station 
n in his Way. Nor is the central^ change 
;rous. Poverty has its trials. That is a 
in the Pilgrim's Progress, that Christian 
n going down the Hill into the Valley of 
m. 

tieady a simple heart, and a spirit depend- < 
irist, will suffice to conduct us in every 
circumstances. 

' look through my past life without trem* 
variation in my circumstances has been 
with daui^rs and difficulties, little of 
.w at the time compared with what re- 
3 since shewn n^e, but which in the review 
akie me shudder, and ought to fill me with 
He, who views this subject aright, will 
rticular prayers agunst sudden attadLS. 

have the Christian thorooghlv humbleilN 
dent. Strong minds think perhaps some^ 
t they can c^ct great things in experts 
seplng themselves girt up, by the recuv^ 
labit, by vigorous exertion. This is thel^^ 
lable duty. But God often strips theai, 
lould grow confident. He lays them bar^ 
tLes them feel poor, dark, impotent. He 
say, "Strive with all your vigor, but yeti 
Jiat worketh all in aJU." * 

J no calling or profession, however ensnar- 
w respects to a Christian mind, pro^^^cd 

1 hself^simply unlaYii\x\,^\tfa€vciV*^\«.% 



-i 



78 Remains of Mr. CedL 

not frequentljr raised up fiuthfiil witneaae 
have stood forth (or examples to others, 
situations, of the practicability of uniting gre) 
inence in the Christian Life with the discha 
the duties of their profession, however diffica 

Fear has the most steady efiect on the coi 
tiooal temperament of some Christians, to 
them in their course. A strong sense of dut : 
on the minds of others, and is the prevailing 
ciple of conduct, without any direct refere 
consequences. On minds of a stubborn, refr 
and self-willed temper, fear and duty have i 
eral little efiect: they brave fear, and a mere 
of duty is a cold and lifeless principle; but gi 
TUDE, under a strong and subduing sense oi 
ties, melts them into obedience. 

I Th e r e is a large class, who would confound 
' and grace. These are chiefly women. Th 
^ \ome, nursing themselves over a Are, ar 
y^ race up the natural effects of solitude and 
^j. ir ana exercise into spiritual desertion. 
g i more pride in this than they are aware ' 
^ .re unwilling to allow so simple and natun 
if their feelings; and wish to find someth' 
hingmore sublime. 

of 99 

Pf There are so many things to lower a 
^^sails^-^e is such a dependent creature— - 
"^'such court to his stomach, his food, h' 
l^exercise — that, in truth, a hero is an 
^^Man seems formed to be a hero in su 
''^a hero in action. Men err in nothinf 
l'.^ in the estimate which they make of hf 
^"'The hero of the world is the man 
bj/ftic-^the man rfiat makes the roa^ 
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chaise-and-four— 4he man that raises a dust 
It him— the man that manages or devastates em- 
s! But what is the real labor of this man — 
ipared with that of a silent sufferer? He lives 
his projects. He encounters, perhaps, rough 
Is— incommodious inns— -bad food — storms and 
Is— weary days and sleepless ni^lits; — ^but what 

these!— his project— his point — the thing that 
laid hold on hb heart— glory— a name-^conse- 
Dce— pleasore— wealth-?these render the man 
ous to the pains and eflforts of the body! I have 
1 in both states, and therefore understand them; 
I know that men form this false estimate, fie* 
s— ^ere is something In bustle, and stir, and 
vity, that supports itself. At one period, I 
iched and read five times on a Sunday, and rode 
een miles. But what did it cost me? Nothing! 
most men would have looked on %vhile I was 
ling from village to village, with all the dogs 
ling at my heels, and would have called me a 
M whereas, if they were to look at me now, 
r would C4II me an idle, loung;ing fellow. **He 
ces a 3ermon on the Saturday-»-he gets into his 
Ly.«he vrsiiks from end to end-^he scribbles ou 
»«p of paper-i-i»he throws it away and scribbles 
mother- he takes snufif- he sits down<*-<scribbles 
in— walks about.-^*' The man cannot see that 
e is an exhaustion of the spirit, which, at night, 

leave me worn to the extremity of endurance, 
cannot see the numberless efforts of mind, 
ch are crossed and stifled, and recoil on the 
its; like the fruitless efforts of a traveller to get 
I footing among the ashes ou the steep sides of 
OQt Etna,* 

:jAH appears to have been a m^Tv ol'^Nx's^'^ 
a GREAT spikxt: yet weiieve,T ^v\^\v\'^'^^'^" 

* 8^e the Adventurer, N04 tx2^Nu, ^ ■ "^^ 
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against the humiliating inethocls,wbich God « 

nctimes pleased to take with him; whether he 

depend tor his daily food on the ravens, or U 

t nourished by the slender pittance of a perishi 

idow. Pridewould choose for us such means of pi 

ision, as have some appearance of our own agen 

n them; and stout-heartedness would lead us toi 

inse things, if we cannot have them in our own wi 

The blessed man is he, who 19 under education 
God's school; where he endures chastisement, A 
hy chastisement is instructed. The foolish creati 
is bewitched, sometimes with the enchaiitmei 
and sorceries of life. He begins (o lose the livi 
sense of that soniething, which b superior to ^ 
glory of the world. Hh grovelling soul begh^ 
say, *1s not thta fine^ Is not that charming^ 
not that noble house worth a wish^ Is notti 
equipage worth a sigh^" He must go to the W( 
of God to know what a thing is worth. He must 
taught there to call thingis by their proper nar 
Ifhe have lost this habit, when his heart puts 
questions he will answer them like a fool; as 1 1 
done a thousand times. He will forget that 
puts his children into possession of these diingr 
mere stewards; and that the possession of the 
creases thdr responsibility. He will sit dowi 
plan and scheme to obtain possession of t 
which he forgets are to be burnt and dest 
But God dashes the fond scheme in pieces. J 
appoints the project. And, with the chasti 
he sends instnicdon: for he knows that t 
creature, if left to himself, would begin, 
spider whose web has been swept away, t 
again. And then the man sees that Job is I: 
not, when God gives him sons and daughf 
ffocks, and herds, and power, aivd \v 
wAcn God takes all these away-— uol 
schemes of his carnal heart are \ivdu\^e» 
'-^ «^^ crossed and disappointed. 
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^ STUBBORN and rebellious mind in a Christian, 
^ Mt be kept low by dark and trying dispensations. 
*^ language of God, in his providence, to such an 
■MS. is generally of thb kind: *1 will not wholly 
■V myself. I will be seen by thee. But thou 
l^t never meet me, except in a dark night and in 
totorm." Ministers of such a natural spirit are 
ken fitted for eminent usefulness by these meaos. 

RE Christian, in his sufferings, is often tempted 
think himself forgotten. But his afflictions are 
e clearest proofs, that he is an object both of Sa* 
Ks*s enmity, and of God's fatherly discipline. Sa- 
ti would not have man suffer a single trouble all 
u life long, if he might have his way. He would 
i^ie him the thing hb heart is set upon. He would 
c^rk in with his ambition. He would pamper hisr 
Bt and his pride. But God has better things in re- 
v^e for his children: and they must be brought 
desire them and seek them; and this will be 
iroueh the wreck and sacrifice of all that the 
-art holds dear. The Christian prays for fuller 
anifotations of Christ's power and glory and love 

bim; but he is often not aware, that this is, in 
aUi, praying to be brought into the furnace; for 
the fiimace ooly it is, that Christ can walk with 
' fnends, and display, in their preservation and 
-Uverance, his own almighty power. Yet when 
*^ght thither, it is one of the worst parts of 
^ trial, that the Christian often thinks himself, 
^ a time at least, abandoned. Job thought so. 
^t while he looked on himself as an outcast, the 
(finite Spirit and the Wicked Spirit were holding a 
^'Mogue on his case! He was more an object of not- 
% and interest, than the largest armies that were 
^ef assembled, and the mightiest rcvoVaxXoivs ^'^"^ 
Ver shook the world, considered meveVy \w xVveyc 
Roymrai interests and consequences. "L^eX-lYveCVvrvs- 
^ be deeply concerned, in all his lTiaV*,\.o Yiotvotst 

Master before such observers*. 
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daced into foolish incjuiries that it b utte 
sible to advance one inch by them. He 
hack to rest in God's appointment. He 
back to nt patiently, meekly, and with 
- the feet of a teacher. 

Duties are ours: events are God*8. 
moves an infinite burden from the shou 
miserable, tempted, dying creature. O 

.' luderation only, can he securely lay dow 

' and close his eyes. 

The Christian often thinks, and sch 
talks, like a practical Atheist. His ey( 
versant with second canses, that the gr 
is little regarded. And yet those senti 
that conduct of others, by which his afl& 
fluenced, are not formed by chance and ; 
They arc attracted toward the system 
fairs or repelled from them, by the highi 
We talk of attraction in the universe; 
is no such things as we are accustomed t 
it. The natural and moral worlds ar 
gether in their respective operations, by 

* sant administration. It is the mighty [ 

* cootrolline hand, which keeps every t 
. station. Were this control suspended, the 

ing adequate to the preservation of hai 
' a&ction between my mind and that of i 

* friend, for a single hour. 

■ 

* Lord Chesterfield tells his son, that w] 
tered into the world and heard the conjei 
notions about public afFairs, he was st 

' their folly; because he was in the secret, 
what was passing in the cabinet. We 
" JVc make treaties. We make war. 
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eace. We have public hopes and fears. We dis* 
list one minister, and we repose on another. We 
seal one general or admiral, because he ha^ lost 
le nationid confidence, and we send out another 
ith a full tide of hopes and expectations. We 
nd something in men and measures, as the sqffi- 
.ent cause of all sufferings or anticipations.— -But a 
;ligious man pnters the cabinet. He sees, in all 
ublic fears and diQculties, the pressure of God's 
and. So long as this pressure continues, he knows 
lat we may move heaven and earth in vain: every 
ling is bound up in icy fetters. But, when God 
amoves his hand, the waters flow; measures avail, 
d4 hopes are accomplished. 



^E are too apt to forget our actual dependance oq 
rovidence, for the circumstances of every instant, 
^he most trivial events may determine our state 
I the world. Turning up one street instead of 
Dother, may bring us into company with a person 
'hom we should not otherwise have met; and this 
lay lead to ^ train of other events, which may de* 
ermine the happiness or misery of our lives. 



jGHT may break in upon a man after he has 
iken a particular step; but he will not condemn 
imself for the step taken in. a less degree of light: 
e may hereafter see still better than he now does, 
nd have reason to alter his opinion again. It 16 
nough to satisfy us of our duty, if we are conscious 
lat at %he tknp we take s^ step, we have an ade- 
iiate motive. If we are conscious of a wrong mo- 
ve, or.of a rash proceeding, for such steps we must 
Kpectto suffer. 

Trouble ot diMcultv befalling \i& alXftt wci V^^ 
mlar step, i«oot, 01 itself, i^n ar^\Sieiit.\V^^^w 
p was wrong, a storm bverloo^L xX^R ^x*^^"^^^ 
8 



B6 tlemains of Mr. (%$tL 

in the ship; but this was no proof that fh^ 
done wrong to go on board. £lsau met lacol 
occasioned him great fear and anxiety, whc 
left Laban; but this did not prove turn to 
done wrong in the step which he had takem 
caltie^ are no ground of presumption again 
when we did not run into therti in fdilowing on 
will: yet the Israelites were with difficulty 
vinced that they were in the path of duty, 
they found themselves shut m by tht Red 
Christians, and especially ministers, must e 
ti*oubles: it is in this way that God leads thei 
conducts them **/ier ardua ad astral They ^ 
be in immineht danger if the multitude at all 
cried Hosanna! 

We must remember that we are short-si 
creatures. We are like an unskilful chess-p 
who takes the next piece, while a skilful one 
further. He, who sees the end from the degir, 
will often appoint us a most mexplicable v 
walk in. Joseph was put into the pit and th< 
gcon: but this was the way which led to the tl 

We often want to know too much and too 
We want the light of to-morrow, but it wi 
cDme till to-morrow. And then a slight turn 
haps, will throw such light on our path, thi 
shall be astonished we saw not our way befon 
can wait," says Lavater. This is a high a 
ment. We must labor, therefore, to be qi 
that path, from. Which wc cannot recede w 
danger and evil. 

There is not a nobler sight in the world, th 
aged and experienced Christian, who$ having 
lifted ia ^he sieve of temptation, stands forti 
confirmer of the assaiilted-*-te»tifying, froi 
own trijtls, the reality of religion: and meetii 
/lis warnings and directions and consolation 
cafics of all who mscy be tempted to douJ^Xii. 
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Christian expects his reward, not as due to 
; but as coppejcted, in a constitution of grace, 
those acts which grace enables him to pcr- 
. The pilgrim, who has been led to the gate 
^ven, will not knock there as worthy of bein;; 
:ted; but the gate| shall open to him, because 
brought thither. He, who «ot9«, even vtith 
, the firecioua seed of fmth, hope, and love. 
doubtless come again vrith joy^ and bring his 
'es vfith him; because it is in the veiy nature 
It seed, to yield, under the kindly mfivencc 
Bd to it, a joyful harvest. 



iUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 

Miraster's Qualifying Himself for his Office. 

IN a young minister sets out, he should sit 
and ask himself HOW he mat best quAL* 

[IBfSELF FOR HIS OFFICE* 

V does a physician qualify himself? It is not 
h thivt he oflTers to teel the pulse. He must 

and inquire, and observe, and make expert- 
, and correct himself again and again. He 
lay in a stock of medical knowledge before he 
i to feel the pulse. 

I minister is a physician of a far higher order, 
is a vast field before him. He has to study 
inite variety of constitutions. He is to furn- 
mself with the knowledge of the whole, sys- 
f remedies. He is to be a man of skill aii^ 
ient. If one thing fail, he n\w?xV.v\cv\N \\v^^ v^ 

another. Many intricate aw^ ^t\A^''^xA 
ir//7 come before him: it v^W\ \>e, Sv^-sc-^^^^^ 
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to him hot to be prepared for such. His pati 
will put many questions to him: it will be disgn 
ful to him not to be prepared to answer them, 
is a merchant enibarking in extensive concerns, 
little ready money in the pocket will not answei 
demands that will be made upon him. Some o, 
seem to tldnk it will. But they are grossly dec 
ed. There must be a well furnished account at 
banker's. 

But it is not all gold that glitters. A young r 
ister must learn to separate and select his mat 
als. A man Who talks to himself will find 
what suits the heart of man: some thihgs respc 
they Hng again. Nothing of this nature is iosi 
mankind: it is worth its weight in gold, for the ! 
vice of a minister. He must remark, too, wha 
Is that puzzles and distracts the mind: all this i 
be avoided: it may wear the garb of deep reseai 
and great acumen, and extensive learning; bu 
is nothing to the ma^ of mankind. 

One of the most important considerations 
making a sermon, is to disembarrass it as much 
possible. The sermons of the last century w 
like their large, unweildy chairs. Men have n 
a far more true idea of a chair. They conside 
as a piece of furniture to sit upon, and they 
away from it every thing that embarrasses and < 
cumbers it. It requires as much refledtion £ 
wisdom to know what is not to be put into a s 
xiion, as what id. 

A young minister -should likewise look roi 
him, that he may see what has succeeded and wl 
lias not. Truth is to be his companion, but h( 
to clothe her so as to gain her access. Truth m 
never bow to fashion or prejudice; but her gs 
may be varied. No man was ever eminently si 
cessfulin his ministry, who did not make Truth 
friend. Such a man might not see her, indeed, 
aJJ htr beauty and propoitions; but, certainly i 
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1 loved her. A young minisfet* sliotild re- 
* that she does not wear tlie dress of a party, 
^er she is, sh^ is one and the same, however* 
y men may array her. He, who is ignor- 
er praminent and distinguishing features, is 
iiusician ^ho plays h^lf score: it gyrates on 
ell-formed ear; as fat^U error finds qo cor- 
ing vibration in the renewed heart. Trutli 
m immediate acquaintance with such a 
)y a certain fitness and suitableness tq its 
d feeling. She is something different firom 
are which a churchman draws qf her. A 
;r misses her perfect figure. A French- 
torts her features in one way, and an U^n' 
n in another. Every one makes his own 
I color too essential to her. 
ledge, then, and truth, are to be the con- 
n of a young minister, ^ut where shall he 
m^ Let him learn from a fool, if a fool can 
im any thing. L<et him be every where, 
ays a learner. He shouM inr^itate Gwnsl)©-: 
Gainsborqugh transfu^d nature into his 
^es, beyond alinost any of his contempora- 
cause Gainsborough was every where the 
Every remarkable feature or position of 
-every fine stroke of nature— iwas copied 
pocket-book on the spot; and, in his next 
appeared with a life and vivacit)' and na- 
lich no strength of memory or imagination 
ive supplied. 

> is a certain wise way, too, in which h^ 
iccustom himself to look down on the pur- 
all other men. No man of eminence in his 
111 is destitute of such a partial feeling for 
cssion; though his judgment may rcmoii- 
ith him thereon, as an unfouw^ir^ "^^cv^Cv^xV? . 
//.sfer, Aoivcver, is RiiQTJiTXT.yi ?ik\Vo'^*>s^^^ 
pursuits. He alone is tXv^ waw, "^^^^^ 
Tnhy. He alone is tVte m^-w nnV^'^'^^ "^^^ 
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mud profe8»on» in all their parts 
dignity and importance by their d 
eternity. For eternity he schem< 
labors. 

He should become a philosophy 
make experiments oh himself ah 
to find out what will produce 
fisherman; and the fisherman ir 
his employment. If Some fish wi 
he must fish by day: if others ^ 
moon-light, he must fish for the 
He has an engine to work, and it 
assiduous endeavor to work his 
extent of its powers: and, to find 
the first step toward success a 
men play admirably on the organ 
low to them that there is no diffe 
organ and a harpsichord, but t 
mistaken its powers- Combiiiatic 
excellence of the organ; and thei 
display its powers, who studie 
btops in all their infinite variety 
composition, rather than the ra 
fingers only. 

But all the minister's eflbrts 
worse than vanity, if he have n< 
tion must come down from heav 
savor and relish and feeling o 
And, among all the other means 
self for his office, the Bible mi 
place, and the last also must be 
a/ God Q7id Jiraijer, 



On the Assistance ivhich a Minis 
expect in the Discharge of fm 

-1/£WAa re carried their views 
'Extremes. Enthusiasts have s-cuO 
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ft stbdyiog and writing sermons, have injured 
e church. The accurate men have said, "Go 
d hear one of these enthuiuasts hold forth!*' 
But both classes may be rendered usefnl. Let 
di correct its evils, yet do its work in its own 

some men set up exorbitant notions about accu- 
^b But exquisite accuracy is totally lost on 
snkind. The greater part of those who hear, 
nnot be brou^t to see the points of the accurate 
in. The Scriptures are not written in this man- 
r. I-should advise a young minister to break 
roo^ all such cobwebs, as these unphilosophical 
in would spin round him. An humble and modest 
in is alenced, if he sets one of these critics be- 
ne him. He should say, "I am God's servant i^ 
> my^ own master I stand or fall. I will labor 
cording to the utmost ability which God giveth* 
d leave all consequences to him." 
We are especially taught in the New Testament, 
l^orify the Spirit of God: and, in his gracious 
erations in our ministry, we are nearer the apos- 
ie times than we often think ourselves. 
Bat this assistance is to be expected by us, as 
wiers in the vineyard; not as rhapsodists. Idle 
sn may be pointed out, who have abused the 
ctrine of divine as^stance; but what has not 
en abased? We must expect a special blessing to 
company the truth: not to supersede labor, but 
rest on and accompany labor. 
fL minister is \o be in season, and out of season; 
d« therefore, every where a minister. He vvill 
t employ himself in writing secular histories: he 
11 not busy himself in prosecuting mathematical 
[uiries. He will labor directly in his h\^\v c^W-. 
^ and indirect]/, in a vast variety oi v^^^?»^^^^^R• 
ijrbe enabled: and God may bless iV^lIviw^ >k?^ 
'•te, wJucb may have been \op^Vi^a\^Ssv\f>2^^^'^ 
tin* 
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A .minister should satisfy himself in sa 
matters not what men think of my talenb 
doing what I can^'-^or there u great ei 
ment in that commendation of our L*ord% 
done what the could. It would betray 
state of mind to say, **If I had discharged 
in such and such a way, I should have sue 
This is a carnal spirit. If God bless tl 
manner in which you spoke, that will do 
not, no manner of speaking could have d() 

There is such a thing in the religious v 
cold, carnal wisdom: every thing must 1 
weighed in the scales: every thin^ noust b 
measured by the rule, I question If tl 
worse, in its cqnseauences, than the en 
which it opposes. $eth are evil> and to 
ned. But I scarcely ever knew a preach< 
ter of this class who did much good. 

We are to go forth, expecting the exa 
God*8 flower to accompany us, since wc 
earthen vessels: and if, in the apostolic c 
gcnce was necessary, how much mor^ re 
it now! 

Bpt, to the exercise of this diligence 
ciency in all things is promised. What do 
is ter require? In all these respects the p 
applicable to him. He needs, for instai^ce 
and patience: he may, therefore, expect 
Holy Spirit will enable him fpr the ex^rcis 
graces. 

A minister may expect more superint 
more elevation, than a hearer. It can sea 
questioned that he ought to pray for this; 
has a ground in Scripture thus to pray. 

I have been cured of expecting the Hoi 

intluence without due preparation on out 

observing how men preach who tak!& vk.^ \.\ 

/ fin^ve heard suck men taVkiioxv:?^tRfe^^ 
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c must combine Luther with St. Paul— ."-S^nf 
K C9t bene studtmse^ must be united with St. 
i's Meditate ufien these things: give thyself 
7y to themy that thy profiting may afiiiear to 
One errs who says, *'! will preach a reputable 
ion:" and another (srrs who says, **I will leave 
3 the assistance of the Holy Spirit,*' while he 
neglected a diligent preparation. 



On Preaching Christ. 
PFeprsach Christ Crucijed.'-l Cor. i> 9S. 

ttST is God's great ordinance. Nothing evef 
been done, or will be done to purpose, but so 
IS he is held forth with simplicity. All the 
must centre in Him. 1 feel this in my own 
rience, and therefbre I govern my ministry by 
It then this is to be done according to the 
tgy of JiUih^-^ot ignorantly, absurdly, and* 
[y, I doubt not, indeed, but that excess on this 
IS less pernicious than excess on the other; be- 
; God will bless His own especial ordinance, 
l^h partially understood and partially exhibited* 

RC are many weighty reasons for rendering 
St prominent in our ministr>';«^ 
Christ cheers thefiroafiect. Every thing Con- 
;d with Him has light and gladness thrown 
1 it. I look out of my window:-^the scene is 
ling— 4iark — ^frigid— -forbidding: I shudder-^ 
leart is chilled. But, let the Sun break forth 
the cloud— I can feel— I can act— 1 cakv 

Cfod descending and dv)elling with man, ia ^ 
S9 iff/initely grand, that it mnat *btorb «.*• 



other. "You are his attendants! Well 
There he Ul — the KiNe!" 

3. Out of Christ Godis not intelli^ 
amiable. Such men as Clarke and j 
■ublime nonsense. A sick woman « 
1 hive no notion of God. I can fan 
Him. Vou talk to me about Him, b 
a single idea that seems to contain 
'But you know how to conceive of ', 
a man! God conies down to you 
kindness and condescension.' — 'Ah! 
nie something to lay hold on. TA 
I understand God in his Son.' But 
inlelHgible out of Christ, much less 
though I ought to feel Him so. He 
horror and aversion to me, cormpti 
fear — I tremble— I resist — ^I hate — I 

4. A fireachcT may fturme his top 
ing led 6y it to Christ. A man who 
to investigate topics is in danger. H 
topic and pursues it. He takes u] 

^lursues it. At length Jesus Chri! 
topic, and then he pursues that. If 
feel and think as to bend all subjects 
gracefully to Christ, he must seek 
selecting such as are more evangelici 

5. God fiule fiecutiar honor on the 
Christ craci^ed. A philosopher ma 
his hearers, but the preaching of CI 
vert them. John the Baptist will ms 
tremble; but, if the least in the tbigi 
is greater than he, let him exhibit the 
ture of his superiority— Jesus Chri 
preach Christ ignorantly—blunderiu: 
yet God will give it efficacy, becau* 
mined to magnify his own ordinance^ 

6. God scerns, in the doctrine o/th 
e'ffa lAe deslractivn- of man's firl 

ntarOererml, ttiei|dHltBter wioetiii 
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le grace of the Gospel, because the mur- 
l adulterer are more easily convinced and 
but the man of virtue is seldom reached, 
the man of virtue disdains to descend. 
?r mf , saved a dying malefactor!— Go(/ / 
hee^ condemned a proud Pharisee! 



ninisiter^hould therefore inquire, 'Wh at 

IE THE WISEST WAT OF PREACHING 

TO MEN?" Some seem to think that in 
:e of a wise way, there lurks always a 
NG disposition. There are men, doubt- 
will sacrifice to Self, even Christ Jesus 
'■: but they of all men, are farthest from 
;. There is a secret is doing it, which 
an honest man can discover. The knave 
f wise -enough. 

e not to judge one another in these things, 
: it is to us, to know what we have to do. 
e different ways of doing the same thing, 
with success and acceptance. We see 
he apostles themselves. They not only 
1 Chrbt in diflferent ways; but, what is 
.ey could not do this like one another, 
dare this fact themselves; and acknowl- 
i grace of God in their respective gifts, 
ved brother Paul tvrUee^ says St. Peter, 
§r to the wsdom given unto him. But 
e Peters, in our days, who would say; — 
i too learned. Away with these things, 
e hard to be understood. He should be 
iple. I ^slike all this reasoning." And 
: Pauls, who would say, ^Teter b rash and 
sd. He should put a curb on his impetu- 
And there are Johns, wYvo yio\]\<\ «;d.^<i 
hould both discharge their o^ce m "s^f 
viDDing manner. So good vj\\\ cooi^ «^ 
md nojsc^'' Nothing c* tYi\» w>^'- ^^^^^ 
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oftfT i 



ufiy faiihfuUij litl hU Moitrr K 
■ethren to Hand or fail 10 tktir I li 

dependance is often placed on U 



donU * 
1 JDgal ™ 
chCIn I' 



he can so manage to preach v 
rers will say— "Here ia notliisA'^V 
Tbis has nDttung to do with tlm ''" 
venture to say, if this is the senfir^ 
:d by his ministry, that hehaaDBi^-. 
message. The people do not b >* 
IS, or he has kept back part of G '' < 
u fallen on a carnal contrjvimn % 
, and he dnes no good to soal& 
SAGE MUST be delivered; ani 
lid be delivered even coai'sel/> 
Ve may lay it down as a prina| W 
fospel be a meoicihb, and il '^ 
s it is — it must be got down SUCB 
attempt to sophisticate and a 
ve it of its efficacy; and will ot 
nan who makes 
.nfusion. The Jes 
lalatable to the Chinese by a 
tie Jesuits were driven with a 
le empire. 

to deal with men of learning, K 
so far as to demonstrate that it iK 
to the truth. But accommodui 

often spring from humility, 
;ndto the capacity of m 
'lligible to them, 
ir manner of preaching Chrii 
p our minds not to regard the S 
vill judge us by Hit ataixAwA oE I 
)r or prtacUer. >Nc vuaw \» <1 
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79 the butt and scorn of the world, of Uiinking 
we can escape its snares and its censures. It 
aoUsh project— -To avoid giving offence; 
t is our duty, to avoid giving unnecessary 
ce. It is necessary offence, if it is given by 
truth; but it is unnecessary, if our own 
b occasion it. 

tiave often thought that St. Paul was raised wp 
liarly to be an example to others, in laboring 
scover the wisest way of exhibiting the Gospel; 
»nly that he was to be a great pattern in other 
ts, but designedly raised up for this very Uung. 
does ke labor to make the truth reasona- 
plain! How does he strain every nerve and 
ick every corner of the heart, to make it rea- 
A.BLY palatable! We need not be in- 
:ted in his particular meaning when he says, / 
ne all things to all meuy if by any means I 
It save some. His hbtory b a comment on the 
imtion. 

le knowledge of Jesus Christ is a wonderful 
;ery.. Some men think they preach Christ glo- 
dv, because they name him every two mhiutes 
eir sermons. But that is not preaching Christ, 
understand, and enter into, and open his vari- 
offices and characters— the glories of his per- 
ind work— -his relation to us, and ours to Him, 
to God the Father and God the Spirit through 
— ^this is the knowledge of Christ. The di- 
i of the present day are stunted dwarfs in this 
¥ledge, compared with the great men of the 
age. To know Jesus Christ for ourselves, is 
nake him a consolation, — ^delight, — 

ENGTH, righteousness,— COMPANION, 

d£ND. 

lis is the aspect in which reW^Koiv ^w\^ ^^ 
•ntcd to mankind: it is suited, abcivc laW ^'^^^^\. 
vducc effect;, and effect i^ ovw o\vx^cX.. ^ 
n 
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must take human nature as wc 
ture. We must take human natc 
as we find human nature in great 
sty— ^*T HIS or THAT is the aspc 
to have most eflfect: we must ilk 
we must enlist the reason: we 
ccnscience." We may do all t 
ccanparative want of success in b 
eating the sons of glory, may dem< 
diere » some more effective way 
sense and philosophy call on us Xa 
BECAUSE it is the most effective 

Our system of preaching mus 
they must find it possible to H 
the world, and yet serve God: af 
and harassed with its concern 
cheering truths concerning Chris 
and pity, which will operate like 
in dispelling tlie cares of life, ; 
anxious perturbations of consci 
waitl privileges and enforce duti( 
places and proportions. 

Let there be no extremes: ye 
this conviction: — ^Men, who lean 
tremeof evangelical privilege! 
do muck more to the conversior 
than they do, who lean toward tl 
<^irem:ent. And my own e: 
firms my observation. I feel mys* 
thing chills, loads, or usges me. 
ture, and I see it to be very mu 
other men. But, let me hear, t 
ha»t filayed the harlot with ma? 
turn again to mCy saith the Lord- 
siibdoed. 
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Unistcr*8 Familiar Ifitercourae wish his 
Hearers, 

passes, on these occasions, too often ta- 
ins world. We become one among our 

They come to church on Sunday; and 
h: the week comes round again, and its 

with it. Now if a minister were what 
I be, the people would feel it. They would 
ipt to introduce this dawdling, silly, diur- 

When we countenance this, it looks as 
•HDn the Sunday I am ready to do my 

and, in the week, you may do yours." 
ers the tone of what I say on the Sabbath. 
si sad comment on my preaching, 
traced, I think, some of the evil that lies 
>t of this. We are more concerned to be 
gentlemen, than to be felt as ministers, 
ig desirous to be thought a man who has 
)d company, strikes at the root of that 
ork— the bringing of God into his own 
[t is hard and rough work to bring God 
own world. To talk of a Creator, and 
r, and Redeemer, is an outrage on the 
>f most companies. 

is important truth in what Mr. Wesley 
his preachers when rightly understood, 

it may have been ridiculed&— **You have 
to do with being gentlemen, than dancing 
' The character of a minister is far be- 
t of a mere gentlemen. It takes a higher 
le will, indeed, study to be a real gentle- 
will be the farthest possible from a rude 

will not disdain to learn nor to practise 
icies of society: but he will sustain a still 
laracter. 
joare to a minister viYven \ti cwwv^^wj ^\a^ 

out to ccMivevse lar^cXy otv X)^^ ^\s^^ ^ 

and on tlie news o{ \he ^21^ • W^ wvwi 
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know the world, and %hat is doing in the w< 
and should give things of this nature their 
place and proportion; but if he can be drawn 
to give twenty ooinions on this or that subjec 
poUtics or literature, he is lowered in his tone, 
man of sense feels something violent in the tn 
tion from such conversation to the Bible ani 
prayer. 

Dinner visits can seldom be rendered really 
fitable to the mind. The company are so n 
occupied, that little good is to be done. A no 
ter should shew his sense of the value of time: 
a sad thing when those around him begin to y: 
He must be a man of business. It is not sufficii 
considered how great the sin of idleness is. 
talk in the pulpit of the value of time, but w< 
too little on what we say. 

Let a minister who declines associating D 
with his hearers, satisfy hitnself that he has a 
reason for doing so. If reproached for not vis 
them so much as they wish, let him have a just 
son to assig^. A man who is at work for his fai 
may have as much love for them as the wife,th 
she is always with them. 

I fell into a mistake, when a young man in tl 
ing that I could talk with men of the world on < 
own ground, and could thus win them over to o 
I was fond of painting, and so talked with thei 
that subject. This pleased them: but I did 
consider that I gave a consequence to their put 
which does not belong to them; whereas I o 
to have endeavored to raise them above these, 
they might engage in highet. I did not see tl 
the time: but I now see it to have been a { 
error. A wealthy man builds a fine house, 
opens to himself fine prospects: he wants y< 
see them, for he is sick of them himself. 1 
thus draw you into their schemes. A man ha 
tea theussitid pounds: you congratulate him < 
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d tliat without any intimation of his danger or his 
sponsibility. Now you may tell him in the pulpit 
at riches are noihing worth; but you will tell hin> 
is tn vain, while you tell him out of it that they 
e. « 

I#ord Chesterfield says a nian*s character is de- 
eded when FF IS TO BE HAD. A minister ought 

Ver TO BE HAD. 



n a Minnter*s encouraging Animadversion on 

himself, 

r isa serious inquiry for a minister, how far 

E SHOULD EKCOURAGE ANIMADVERSION ON 

[MSELF IN ms HEARERS. Hc wiU encountcr 
any ignorant and many censorious remarks, but 
; may gain much on the whole. 
He should lay down to himself a few principles. 
It is brtterthat a minister smart than mistake, 
is better that a traveller meet a surly, imperti- 
mt fellow to direct him his way, than lose his way. 
minister is so important in his office, that, what- 
ev others think of it, he should regard this and 
is only as the transaction for eternity. But a man 
ay be laboring in the fire: he may be tui*ningthe 
orld upside clown, and yet be wrong. You say 
■ must read his Bible. True! but he must use 
LL means. Hc must build his usefulness on this 
-inciple — if by any Jtieans. If the wheel hitches, 
t him, by any means, discover where it hitches. 
his principle is to be worked continually in his 
ind. He must labor to keep it up to a tine, keen 
Ige. Let him never believe Uiat his view of him- 
If is sufficient. A merchant saiUiv^ \tv c^^'sx. viS. 
tin, is so intent on his objcct>xV\aV. Yi^ n<"^ \s^fcfc "^ 
lit from any njan. If we ha<\ a\\ \.\\^ 'w^^'^'^IJ^^J^ 
ich wepretevdin our puv^uvVs, w^i %\^o^^^'^^^ 
act J ike hitn. 

*9 * 
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A minister ibum la^ it dnwn also a 
that he v>iU never tuffieientty utiilm 
firlde and telf love; and that caitfide 
getur, which cUave* dosdij to cv 
tnusSconsider this as the general i 
is blind and obstinate — poor and 
^11? creature through ignorance of 
will not only not bear a vulgar hca 
madverta on him; but he will scare 
superior man among his heai-crs. 
such a one, because it would be indei 
tend. But he finds some excuse for 
own bosom. He reverences what is s 
if at all. He strokes and flatters 
makes up the afBiir very well in his o 
A minister should consider Aon 
easUy a weak man can read a noise 
vtiie man can read himself: and tha 
son->no man can see and hear himsc 
much formed in his own habits— his 
— his closet notions — to delect hinisi 
stands by and sees a game plaj'ed, h; 
tages over the players. HesKles, [ 
sy stem a tical ly — le avne dly — scientificE 
pie hearer has an appeal to nature 
He can often feel that his minister is 
he is not able to set him right. Di 
doubt, thought he had preaclied wel 
came him; bcFoie tht lord mavor; bi 
self reproved and instructed', when 
pulled him by the sleeve, and told hi 
derstood nothing of his sermon: thci 
peal in this pour man's breast to n 
could not make any thing of the Doci 
When Apelles took his stand behind h 
was a wise man; and he was awise m 
/le altered the slioe on t\\eVi\ntot i.^ 
cobler, in his place, was to be Vitwc* 
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inister should consider, too, that Jew mil 
to sfieak to a pubtic man. It is a rare 
hear a man say— -*'Upon mv word that 
r your general manner, is defective or im- 
" If a wise man says this, he shews i re- 
hich the united stock of five handred%it- 
irill not equal. I would set down half the 
s of minislci*s to their not listeuing to ani- 
sion. I have heard it said— for the men» 
old animadvert on us, talk among them- 

f wc rcfn!« to let them talk to us ^I have 

ft said, ••Why don't you talk to him?"— 
Um't you talk to him! because he will not 

lim consider, moreover, that thxB aversion 
iroofis not ivise. This is a symptom of the 
Why should he want this hushing- up of 
nder? This is a mark of a little mind. A 
an can afford to lose: a little insignificant 
I afraid of being snuffed out. 
lister mistakes who should refuse to read 
ooymous letters. He may, perhaps, see 
in them the first time; but, let him read 
;ain and again. The writer raises his su- 
:tnre, probably, on a slight basis; yet there 
rally some sort of occasion. If he points 
1 small error, yet that is worth detecting. 
I present habits of men, it is so difficult to 
1 to tell the naked truth, that a minister 
bew a disposition to be corrected: he should 
Tiself to be sensible of the want of it. He 
encourage idle people: that could be pro- 
of no possible good. 

i are some of the reasons for a minister's 
g;ement in a judicious manner, of animad- 
on himself in his hearers. 
Limes, however, a man will come who ap- 
be an impertinent man, indft^e-wdeyvU^ qC 
i has to remark — a man wYvo \^ cmv^^'^Cv^ 
to be troubresonie. SucVv ^ xsaSi ^^'wv^ ^.<! 




'^^^rci^ K'' *«^ enter «ri''''« < or, 
Weiiess_^ gj". ^e Want a d^J^, "''"t a ^^^ 

• ^» the nft ""'We." ^^•-«f»iifcr*' 
/«nora,,t '* 5^'- hand, a ,« ^^ 

have fill; ""e othe,. •"«» inair- 

2'ed him " r?'^.*''ouJd say t„ k' '" '"nqui?;' '^ 
*ays fn ? '^'" shouJd ,i • *"'' he com?""* I 

fed""" *^ner ^^fS^^S'h-^^^^ 

?°'^thaiiS.r^^ persons wh""* fon„w^' .n>aii: 1 

them. j?P> thent lVjh"'f'^'^nZt'^ "booh 

sensible J' ^ emplovs th« ^"^ a" acrL"**«elf h, 
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i minister has to treat with another sort of 
.rers'-^-uncandid roen, and yet men of capacity: 
3rt of men, who are tiot now pleased, and then 
^leased. They spy a blot every where. He is 
:1 y to make a mistake with regard to such men: 
What signifies the opinion of that man? That 
n can never be pleased.'* True! that man can- 
be pleased, but it does not follow that he tells 
I no truth. In treating with such a man he 
)uld say — His edge may be too keen, for candor 
1 sound judgment; yet if it lays open to me what 
ould not otherwise see, let me improve by its 
snness. What hurt can he do to me.^ He may 
mp or irritate others^ by talking thus to them; 
t let me learn what is to be learnt from him/' 
ch a man lifts a minister from his standing,where 
settles down too easily and firmly. If I know a 
in to be of this class, I will distinguish: '*Tlus is 
J man: but that is myself.'" If I would write a 
3k to stand the fire, let me find out the severest 
nsor. My friend is but half the man: there is a 
isentaneousness of sentiment between us: we 
ve fallen in together, till we scarcely know how 
difler from each other. Let the man come who 
^s — **Here I can discover you to yourself; and 
;re!" The best hints are obtained from snarling 
)ple. Medicaments make the patient smart, 
i they heal. 

^et a ipinister must not take this in the gross. 
i is not to invite rude men round lus door. If he 
fers his hearers to treat him irreverently— ^if he 
ow them to dispute with him on evcrv occasion 
lie will bring ruin on the Church. The firiesty 
8 must keep, knowledge. If a parent allow his 
ildren to question every thing, so that vvcA.V»sv?»*^ 
be settled without a hundred pTwA^xXx^^ ^^^^ 
m despise their teacher, ior t.Yve.7 vj\«\ xXvvcCt 
mselves able to teach him. TYie muvv^wr w^^ 
p decided superiority and auV)tiov\Vr » ^^ 
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want one of the principal Qualities of his i 
This is not inconsistent witti receiving hii 
niay mistake in some things: but be shou) 
the complexion of his congregation in dccic 
far they are to be heard on his mistakes, 
people are heady, forward, confident in th 
sense, they are never to be encouraged. 1 
gone too far. 

On the Limits which a Minister should / 
indulgence of his curiosity , with regard 
lie Exhibitions. 

AN extreme is to be avoided. Some perso 
condemn even rational curiosity. But the 
the Lord are great: sought out qfaU ti 
have pleasure therein. I would not obje 
fore, to visit the museum; or to ^o to see 
natural productions often exhibited. I v( 
large, too, my views of man and the world, 
quenting the panoramas of cities. And t 
would not run after every sight, yet I woal 
liberty in selecting. 

But some are in an opposite extreme. 
£ound every whei-e. But he, who sustain: 
acter of a scribe of the kingdom of heaxu 
not to be found every where. The man 
seeking a heavenly country^ will shew the 
one whose conversation is tliere. 

There is something in religion, when rij 
prchended,that is masculine and grand. It 
those little desires, which are "the consta 
of a fool." 

Every thing of the drama, and whatc 

distinctly the course of this world, must be 

If a minister take one step into the world, 

ers mil take two. Much may b^ \&2k.YTv\. 

fft^ntiments of men of the world, 1^ a v^a 

;77aracfer u'/io heard QIC pvcacYi,^Yvo\3\d 



0^ 
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where he would say. "Why I did not expect to see 
jam here!"-— then be ought not to have seen me 
there. 

There must be measure and proportion in our at- 
±J tention to arts and sciences. These were the very 
idols of the heathen world: and what are they, 
who now follow them with an idolatrous eagerness, 
bat like children, who are charmed with the spark- 
lioe of a rocket, and yet see nothing in the sun? 

Yet I would not indulge a cynical temper. If I 
go through a gentleman's gallery of pictures I 
voukl say **This is an admirable Claude!*' but I 
vould take occasion to drop a hint of something 
lujktr and better, and to make it felt that I fell in 
With these things rather incidentally than pur- 
posely. But all this must be done with tenderness 
and humility: '*I tread on the pride of Plato," said 
Dipgenes, as he walked over Plato's carpet: *'Yes 
-4nd with more pride," said Plato. 

"They pass best over the world," said queen 
Efizabeth, *Svho trip over it quickly: for it is but a 
bog. If we stop, we sink." 

I would not make it my criterion — "Christ would 
not come hither!" / must take a lower standard in 
tliese things. / am a poor creature, and must be 
contented to learn in many places and by many 
Kenes, which Christ need not to have frequented. 

J On the Means of Promoting' a Sfiirit of Devotion in 
n Congregations. 

I L£Tasask, "What is man?" He is a creature of 
feeling, as well as of incellect. We must interest 
him as we can. It is unphilosophical to depend on 
the mere statement of truth. No doubt there is a 
contrary error: for what is the end of exciting at- 
tention, if there is nothing deserving attention? 

It is of the fii*st importance, to put mf:anixg 
ipto crery part of the service. In e\t\\&T e;x.Vc«|\s^» 
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there ma/ be no meaning: in a dull and 
preacher, there is no meaning; and, in one ol 
trary character, there may be nothing wo 
the name. 

There is, besides, too little attekti 
many churches, to man as man. I would 
his convemence in all lawful points. If he c 
eaaer on cushions, he should have cushi 
would not tell him to be warm in God's s 
while I leave him to shiver with cold. N 
should creak: no windows should rattle. 

Music has an important effect on dc 
Wherever fantastical music enters, it bcl 
corrupt principle. A congregation cannc 
into it; or if it does, it cannot be a Christian ( 
gation. Wherever there is an attempt tc 
the music in the service, and the attempt is 
ent, it is the first step toward carnality. 1 
there is too little life in the style of music a 
among the Moravians, yet the simplicity of 
ianity pervades their devotion. 

Order is important. Some persons by 
in when they please, propagate a loose h 
mind. For man is a sympathetic creatm 
what he sees others neglect, he is in danger o 
ing negli^nt in himself. If the reader goes t 
the service as though the great business foi 
they are assembled is not yet begun, the 
will soon feel thus themselves. 

The minister should take occasion frequc 

impress on the people the importance q 

WORK in which tbey are engaged. It is not 

to take it for granted that they feel this. VV 

take nothing for granted. Man needs to 

minded of every thing, for he soon foi^et 

thing. 

Monotony must be» abo\e^\ ^^v\T^^, • 

T'he mind is vagrant: mouotwf c^totmr. 

Tlftre maybe continvred viiVvcxtv^^c^^^^'S 
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on is not excited: it is disturbance and noise: 
5 b nothing to lead the mind into a useful 
I of thought or feeling. 

bere is an opposite error to vehemence. Men 
nse and literature depress devotion by treating 
^ ABSTRACTEDLY. Simplicity, with good 
e« is of unspeakable value^ Religion must not 
endered abstract tod curious. If a curious re- 
k presents itself, reserve it for another place, 
hearev gets away from the bustle and business 
e week: he comes trembling under his fears: he 
Id mount upwiml in his spirit: but a curious 
lological disquisition chilis and repels him. 
truth,we should be men of business in our con* 
;attons. We should endeavor both to excite and 
met our hearers. We ^lould render the aer- 
an interesting affair in all its parts. We 
lid rouse men: we should bind ufi the broken" 
Hed: we should comfort the feeble mjnded: we 
tld sufifiort the weak: we should become all 
^a to all meriy if by any means we may save 

On the Marriage qf Christian Mnisters. 

seeins to me, that many men do not give suffi- 
tt weight to our Lord's observations upon those 
} made themselves eunuchs for the kiigdom of 
verCs sake, nor to St. Paul's reasoajng on the 
|ect of marriage. I would only imply, that both 
Lord and the apostle seem to establish it in a 
iciple, that a^ngle state, when it can be chosen 
i is chosen for the sake of the gospel is the supe- 
" state. This, I fear, is too much forgotten; and 
se men,who might have received the sayings a«.<l 
e done nK>re service to the cViiiTcXioi^aa^^l '^r 
ring it, h^vegirca it Uttli^ or no ti€\^x. \si^}bss^ 
)eratiom, 
JO 
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And yet it ouehtto becoiMidcKd. thu 
character whicK would best fit men for . 
single state, would abstract them too ID 
the feelings and wsnts of their people. ) 
sensible that I should have been harden 
the distresses of joy hearers, if I had im 
duced from my natural stoicism by domei 
ings. 

The cases, I allow, are extremely few 
a man may do, on the whole, more aervi 
church by imitating St. Paul than by idbj 
there are such cases; and it behooves en 
ter seriously to consider himself and his 
before he deUrmines on marria^. He si 
regard this state as Indispeusably net 
him, but should always rememlier, tha 
paribut, be, who remwis uogle is most 

But, when it is proper that a mitiist 
marr}', and he has determined to do it, ht 
lect such women as suit their high and hoi 
ter! A minister is lilte a man who has u 
to traverse the world. He has not onl] 
pleasant ground to travel over, but he mu 
tcr deserts and marshes and mountains, 
eller wants a firm and steady stay. His w 
be above all things, a woman of faith and 
a woman, too, of a sound mind and of 
heart — and one who witl account it lier gl 
herself out in co-operating with her hu 
meeting his wants and soothing liis ca 
should be his unfailing resource, so far as 
to seelc tliis in the creature. Blessed is si 
thus qualified and thus lives^ 

But after all, the married minister, if 

live devotedly, must move in a determim 

WAafCFerhis wifemay be,yetshe»a."«a( 

if things are to go on well, they nvusi.\va.N 

^rate worlds. TJiei'E may, widscai^itt ( 
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^^ — n with something of a soft and feminine ca 

;]^out his mind, may be united to a woman of 

"" t&d so superior and cultivated, tliat he may choo 

make it his plan that thc^ shall move in the san 



2 - orld. In such rare cases it may be done with le 

; .^J^onvenience than in any other. But, even her 

^*^« highest end is sacrificed to feeling. Every ma: 

^y^^atever be his natural ^sposition,who would ur\ 

^*s powers to the highest end, must be a man 

Solitary studies. Some uxorious men of consider; 

J ^Jc minds have moved so much in the women 

' ^''^orld, that reflection, disquisition, and the energ* 

• ^^ thought have been ruined by the habit of indul 

^<)g the lighter, softer, and more playful qualitic 

1~ %uch a man is indeed, the idol of the female worl 

^Hit he would rather deserve to be so, if he sto( 

1 Upon his own ground while he attempted to me 

their wants, instead of descending to mingle amoi 

them. 

' God has put a difference between the sexes, bi 

education and manners have put a still greate 

They are designed to move in separate spheres, b 

occasionally to unite together in order to soften ar 

relieve each other. To attempt any subversion 

God's da"ign herein, is being wiser than He wt 

made u:^; and who has so established this affa 

that eac i sex has its separate and appropriate e^ 

eellence— only to be attained by pursuing it in tl: 

order of nature. Thought is or ought to be tt: 

characterizing feature of the man, and feeling th; 

of the woman. 

Every man and woman in the world has an a] 
propriate mind; and that in proportion to the 
strength of thought and feeling. Each has a wa 
• of their own — a habit— ^ system-~a world— sepai 
ated and solitary, in which no person on earth ci3 
have communion with thera. lob^^L^^^i Q»^^n 
knowet/^ (he way that I tak»; awd, N<>aft.Tw >^^^ 
tiaa Gnds a want of comp^ieucY m V\s>aQ!s«^sv v 
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the will so far impede him, derange him, un- 
iiQctlfy him. 

If there is such a thing as good in this world, it 
18 ro the ministerial ofiice. The affoirs of this em- 
ploj^ment are the greatest in the world. In prose- 
eating these with a ri^ht spirit, the minister keeps 
in motion a vast machme; and, such are the incal- 
calable consequences of his wife's character to him. 
Chat, if she assist him not in urging forward the 
machine^ she will hang as a dead weight upon its 
wheels. 

A woman may have a high taste: her natural 
temper may he peevish and fretful: she may have 
a delicate apd lastidious mind: she may long for 
every thing she sees. It is not enough that she is, 
IQ reality, a pious woman. Her taste, her mind, 
her manners, must have a decorum and congruity 
to her husband's office and situation. She mu&t 
bear to be crossed in her wishes for unsuitable ob- 
jects: he will say, with firmness, ^This shall not be. 
It u not enough, that it would gratify you: it is 
wrong. It is not enough, that it is not flagrantly 
tinfiil: it is improper, unsuitable to our character 
and station.* It is npt enough that money will buy 
it, and I have got money: it would be a culpable use 
of our talent. It is not enough that your friend pos- 
sesses such a thing: we 9tand and fall tp our own 
Master." 



On Vhiiing Death'bc^s, 

I HAVE found it, in many cases, a difficult thing to 
deal with a Death-Bed. We are called iu to 
deatli-beds of various kinds: — 

The true pilgrim sends for us to set before him 
the food on which he has fed throughout his jour- 

*Nee, UM quid liceat. 8Cd quid fc^ii'^^fe^V'i^^^^- 
Oeeiurat — Claudian, a * V 

*10 
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ney. He bat a keen appetite. He wants i 
and vigor for the last effort; and, then, a 
ever welU He is gone home» and is at rest! 
Another man sends for us because it is 
or his friends imj^ortune him; or his coosc 
alarmed: but he is ignorant of sin and of st 
he is either indifferent about both, or he hi 
up his mind in his own way: he wants the : 
to confirm him in his own views, and smo 
the wound. I have seen such men mad wii 
while I have been beating down their refiigt 
and setting forth to them God's refuge. T 
wise and holy medium to be observed in 
such cases;— ^I am not come to daud you 01 
untemfiered mortar: I am not come to send 
tlie bar of God with a Ik in your right-hat 
neither am I come to mortii^ you, to put yo 
necessary pain, to embitter you, or to exs 
you." There is a iLindness, affection, tent 
meekness, and patience, which a man's feel 
ronscience will condemn him while he opp 
have found it a very effectual method to be] 
myself: it awakens attention, conciliates tl 
and insinuates conviction:— "Whatevei 
think of themselves, I stand condemned 
God: my heart is so deafierately vncked^ 
Cvod had not showed me in his word a rei 
Jesus Christ, I should be in despair: I can < 
you what I f^m, and what I have found, 
believe yourselves to be what God has told 1 
and all men are, then I can tell you where i 
to find mercy and eternal life: if you will 
lieve that you are this sort of man, I have 
to offer you. I know of nothing else for mat 
that which God has showed me." My desc 
of my own fallen nature have excited pei 
tonishment: sometimes my patients have 
scarcely able to credit mc, but 1 Vva\^ io> 
Ood has fastened, by this means* counX^^V 
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:ience. In some cases, an indirect method of 
essing the conscience may apparently be, in 
, the most direct; but we are to use this meth- 
iselv and sparingly. It seems to me to be one 
e characteristics of th^ day, in the religious 
]y to err on this subject. We have found out 
icuiTOus way of exhibiting truth. The plain, 
t, simple exhibition of it is often abs^ndon^. 
where no circumstances justify and require ai 
: insinuating manner. There is dexterity in- 
, and address in this; but too little of the sim- 
leclaration of the testimony of God^ which St. 
opposes to excellency ofaficech or of wisdom^ 
:o ent^inff words ofman*s wisdom. We have 
very little when we h^ve merely persuaded 
to think as we do. 

It we have to deal with a worse death -bed char* 
', than with the man who opposes the truth. 
5 men assent to every thing, which we propose. 
f will even anticipate us. And yet we see that 
mean nothing, i have often x&\% when with 
persons: "I would they could be brought to 
radict and oppose! That would lead to discus- 
God might, peradventurc, dash the stony 
t in pieces. iB^ut this heart is like water. The 
-ession dies as fast as it is made." I have sought 
uch views as might rouse and stir up opposi- 
I have tried to irritate the torpid mind. But 
a vain. I once visited a young clergyman of 
character, who was seized with a dangerous ill- 
at a Coffee-house in town, whither some busi- 
had brought him: the first time I saw him, we 
ersed very closely together; and^ in the p^-os- 
of death, he seemed solicitous to prepare for it. 
[ could make no sort of impression upon him: 
could possibly say met his entire a^^^Ooa.'ViJs^"* 
gh I saw his heart felt ho mteteaX. \v\ vt. N^^'^'^ 
ted him a second time, the teatv ol ^^^'^^'^^^ 
and, with it, all solicitH^e atbovxX, \^VvS^^*^ ' ^ 
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Avas still civil and f^rateful, but he tried ta 
tlie business on which he knew I came. "I 
you,Sir, some little things with which I have 
away the hours of my confinement and i ^ 
He brought out a quantity of pretty and taabf i 
ings. I was at a loss how to express, wBthi 
force and delicacy, the high sense I fielt of lui^ 
corum and insipidity, and to leave a deep ' 
sion on h'ls conscience— I rose, however, 
said my time was expired — wiahed him 
withdrew. 

Sometimes we have a painful part te 
sincere men, who have been carried toai 
the world. I was called in to vimt aucha 
jind no comfort,'* he said. **God veils hii i 
inc. Every thing round me Is dark and I 
I did not dare to act the flatterer* I 
"Let us look faithfully into the state of 
should have been surprised if you had not f 
I believe you to be sincere. Your state i^ 
evinces your sincerity. Had I found yoa ' 
in God, 1 should have concluded that i 
either deceived or a deceiver: for» while Crodi 
his usual oixler, how could you expect toifeel< 
wise on the approach of death, than yoa doj 
You have driven hard after the world. Yc " 
has been absoil^cd in its cares. Youraentir 
your conversation have been in the splfit JtJ 
world. And have you any reason to expectt'^'' 
spouse 4>f conscience, and the clear eviaenc^^ 
await the man who lias walked and lived mthet 
fricnclshiy>wilh God^ Yon know that whatli 
true." Hi^ wife interrupted nie, by aasarjpS' 
that he had been an excellent man. ' 

said tlie dying prnitent, *'it is all true!" 

Soon after I came to St. Joim's I was called^] 
\isil a (lying lady, whom 1 saw many times 
Iier (lea th . I found that she Vva.<\ vaW^tv ^^^, 
fordoi) Hnd rest. She avvYo^c\\e^ \S\tkv Ni«^ 
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i of a sinner grateful for his provision of 
Christ. She told me she had found relig- 
Common Prayer Book. She blessed God 
had ^'always been kept steady to her 
nd that she had never followed the people 
ethodbts, who were seducmg so many on 
* I thought it would be unadviseable to 
he removal of prejudices, which, in her 
e, were harmless, and which would soon 
ed by the light which would beam in on 
iedsoul. We had more interesting sub- 
onversation, ^m which this would have 
ay. Some persons may tax her with a 
charity: but, alas! I fear they are per- 
»» knowing more than she did of the doc- 
the gospel, have so little of its divine char- 
r hearts, that, as they cannot allow for her 
s, neither would tHey have been the last 
Ltize her as a dead formalist and a phari- 
i knoweth them that are his; and they 
I seen by him, where we see them not. 
lenighted inhabitant of Otaheite to feel the 
jiess of his present life, and lift up his 
e God he worsliipped as a Supreme Being 
•iness» no doubt God would hear such a 



teou8 Remarks on the Christian Jilinistrt/. 

)Ook really worth a minister's studying he 
)ossible, to have in his own library. I have 
e libraries, but I soon left them. Time was 
away: my mind was unconcentrated. Be- 
e habit which it begets of turning over a 
t of books, is a pernicious habit. And the 
ntents of such libraries are injwt\civi"i\»^ 
man, whose business it \s to iraiw^^^x. VviSsv 
ids. They have a dt^\ co\A, ^^^'^wwv^ 
may suit dead men lo wa\VL aTiiot\^ \>e 



iir 



aim of Mt. Q 



n the wilden 



Christianity b bo great and sut 
, (ore, that, in preactiitig it to ether 
caaragcnKDt but tlie belief ot a < 
operatioa. It U do CiliicuU thing to 
apiDioM. ItunodiflicuU thing to 
my pcnoo ukI notiaus, It is no d 
ctnvai a prowl man to Epiritual 
eioDate man tB paubnate zeal for 
parHr. But, to bring a maji to \q\ 
the law ol'. Gad> while it candema 
bimidf before God— to tread tlie 
fbet— to banger tad thirst after Go 
after the Himd that was in Christ- 
la impoutble! Bat Gnd has said it sb 
bull me go forth and preach, that 1 



■trument, be may elTcu tliese gi 
therefore I eo. Vet I am nb1ige< 
call ioy miiiaoack to my principles 



perbaps, with a. man, because he 
coovert bim: in ^ite of all I c - 
love the world. 



St. Paul admoniihes Timothy to t 
a* agoodtoldierq/'Jetua Chritt. It 
to tlie lot of a minister to endure tb< 
a ourae, in a greater measure tban t 
He liai la encounter the difficultii 
situation: he is the parent eS a famil 
yariouB tempers, manners, habita, i 
if he does not continually mortify h 
bear hardly upon some of his chi] 
however, to endure the hardness 
child— ith frirnd~to an accounv, cS 
seven, jealaa, legal man. W a ^ 
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take their chance, he may live smoothly and 
\y enough; but if he will stir among the serv- 
and sift things to the bottom, he must tiear the 
quences. He must acaount himself a Man of 
\ His language must be — "It is not enougli 
rou feed me, or fill my pocket — ^there is some- 
between me and thee." The most tender 
lelicate of his flock have their failings. His 
lost and most zealous supporters break down 
where. A sun- shiny day breeds most reptiles, 
lot enough, therefore, that the sun shines out 
church. It is not enough that numbers shout 
Luse. 

minister may be placed in a discouraging situ- 
He may not suit the popular taste. He may 
e able to fall into the fashionable style. He 
lot play well on an instniment. Though an 
ive man, and a man of energy* he may be un- 
L cloud. The door may be shut against him- 
i is a dangerous thing for such a man to force 
the door. He should rather say— «"I have a 
I to learn here. If I teach the people nothing* 
ips they may teach me." The work of win- 
. to be done, as well as the work of summer. 
lc hardness which I have to endure is this — 
are a number of families, which show me 
f kind of regard. But I sec that they are n(^t 
. They somehow so combine the things vvhirti 
hear, with the things which they do, that I aiii 
'\ they will at last lie down in sorrow! Hei'p 
' difficulty. I must meet them with gentle- 
but I must detect and uncover the evil. I shall 
real kindness and common honesty » if I do 
Efihraim hath gray hairs; yet he knoweth it 
Efihraim is a cake not turned. But, ii I tell 
these things, he and I shall become \.v4ci x^cx- 

He must however be so toucVvc^ vcv v^^n^^^\ 
? will not be touched in the v\x\\)\\. W^- '^'''^' 
' am not the man," 
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A MINISTER must k£€/i under hia bod 
in to s ubji ciion, A New mar ket-groo 
himscli thin, thai he may be fit far hi 
t/iey do it to obtain a corrufitiblc crtm 
incorrii/uiblcl 



If 



-— « is come from college. He has f 

curate, sensible mind. Some of our fi 

get him a station at Calcutta. They t 

adapted for that sphei^e. I differ y 

view of the matter. A new man, wit 

accuracy about him, is not the man ; 

pated and fashionable court at Calci 

congregation will bid nothing for his 

reasoning. He, who is to talk to th< 

ef!ect, must have seen life and the wc 

be able to treat with them on their 

And he must be able to do it with th 

a messenger from God, not with the i 

of human eloquence and reasonings. 

said admirably well, in a sermon whic 

preach at Oxford: "Beware how you 

lidel to draw you upon metaphysical { 

get you there, he will have some 

The evidences and the declarations c 

are the weapon with which he must I 

and before which he must fall," 



LoNDOK is very peculiar as a roir 
Almost all a minister can do, is by tl 
the pen. His hearers are so occupie< 
that if he visit them, every minute p 
in some interruption. 



Iris a serious question-^ IV/ictHcr a 
io/ireach »t ail deyond hU €9cfitt\ 
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rth as a witness-»but a witness of what he 
, not of what he hait been told. Ffe must 
as he feels. If he feels not as he might and 
le must prajr for such feelings; hut till he 
in, ought he to pretend to them? Going 
lan the experience led, lias been the banc 
'. Men have preached in certain terms and 
I according to the tone given by others, while 
1^ ha^ never been made out even to their 
iqo, much less in their experience. 

Host important point of duty, in a minister, 
DBEM TIME. A young minister has some- 
ailed an old one out of his study, only to ask 
m he did: there is a tone to be observed 
such an idler: an intimatiop may be given, 
le will understand, **Thisis not the house!" 
rto redeem time, he must refuse to engage 
lar affairs: JVb man, that luarreth^ entangleth 
" wiVA the affairs of this life, that he may 
Hbn who hath chosen him to be a soldier. He 
atch, too, agsupst a dozing away of time: 
sk -weight goes down slowly, yet it draws ali 
rks wi£h it. 

remarks that it is not sufficiently considered 
uch a minister's personal religion is exposed 
;er, from the very circumstance of religion 
lis profession and employment. He must go 
h the acts of religion: he must put on the ap- 
ices of religion: he must utter the language 
splay the feelings of religion. It requires 
diligence and vigilance, to maintain, un^r 
ircumstances, the spirit of religion. I l\2^ve 
I; 1 have talked: I have preacVveCL;>a\iX.T\<y« \ 
perish, after all, if I did not. fe^ o^ "^ 
bich I have broken to ot\\ers. 

n 
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A MINISTER must CULTIVATE a TENDEI 

lif he does tbis so as to carry a savor an^ 
mto his work, he will have rar more wei 
other m«vn. This is the result of a d 
l^abit. To afiect feeling is nauseous and 
tected: but to feel, is the readiest way to t 
of others. 



The leading defect in Christian ministers 
a DEvoTibNAL HABIT. The church 
made much of this habit. The contest 
panying and following the Reformation, w 
thing of an indiscriminate enmity agains 
the good of that church as well as the < 
bined to repi*ess this spirit in the Protes 
ings; whereas the mind of Christ seems, 
be the grand end of Christianity in its 
upon man. 



There is a manifest want of spiritual in; 
the ministry of the present day. I fee 
own case, and I see it Iq. that of othe 
afraid that there is too much of a low, i 
contriving, manceuvering temper of mind 
We are laying ourselves out, more than 
ent, to meet one man *s taste, and anotl 
prejudices. The ministry is a grand 
affair, and it should find in us a simph 
spirit, and a h^y but humble indifference t 
sequences. 



A MAN of the world will bear to hear me r 
desk, that awful passage: JVide is the i 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruc 
many there be which go in tfiereat: Beco 
;-$• tAe gaU*f and narrow 4s the way toW 
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o ii/e; and fevf there be that find it. Nay, h 
ill approve it: — "The minister is in the dt* sk: h 
Veading the lesson of the day." But this ver 



^-^•n — were I to go home with him, and tell him i 

^^% parlor that most of those whom he knows ani 

^S^ves are going on in that road to eternal destruc 

^^^^m— this very man would brand the sentiment a 

C^^rsh and uncharitable. Though uttered by Chris 

^^imself, it is a declaration as fanatical and uncandic 

*^^ the judgment of the world, as could be pi 

"together in language* 

* ^jTany hearers cannot enter into the reasoks k 
^lie Cress. They adopt what I think is Butler 
fcrand defect on this subject. He speaks of th 
V^ross as an appointment of God, and therefor 
%o be submitted to; but God has said much in h 
xvoi^ of the reasons of this appointment: ths 
he tniffht be juat^ and thejuatifier of him that 6( 
iieveth. 



Several things are required to enable a ministe 
to attsdn a proper variety in his manner. He mu: 
be in continual practice: if I were to preach bi 
once a month, I should lose the ability of preachinj 
He must know that his hearers are attached t 
him— that they will grant him indulgences and lit 
erties. He must, in some measure, feel himse 
above his congregation. The presence of a cet 
tsdn brother chills me; because I feel that I ca 
talk on no one subject in the pulpit, with which h 
is not far better acquainted than I am. 

The first duty of a minister, \s,Toca\\otv\\vs\\^^ 
era to turn to the Lord. "We \v^.n e ti\mcXv\.^ ^>^ 
to yon upon, W% have many d\i\At^ \« ^^"S*^ ^'^ 
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have much instruction to give 5 

be thrown away, till you have ti 

'd,** Let me illustrate this by a fs 

ison. You see your child sinking i 

education lies near your heart: you 

train him up so, that he may occuj 

It assigned to him in life. But, wl 

m drowning, the first thoughts are — 1 

ay educate him, but how you ma] 

es^ore him to life» and then call tl 

ctioD. 



k t)tsiNTERESTED regard to truth 
what it very seldom is, the most strik 
ttt in a Christian minister. His pur 
be to make proselytes to truth, and 
thing which may be particular in his 
••Read my books," says one. "No!" sf 
••read mine." And thus religion is t 
piece-meal; and the mind is diverted 
nature by false associations. If the tf 
this man has chosen for his oracle, d 
ion by irreligious conduct, he stumbl' 
bles, b^suse he has not been fixed 
and immoveable basis of the religio 
The rain(1» well instructed in the S 
bear to see even its spiritual fath« 
wreck of the faith and scandalize 
will remain itself unmoved. The 
session of a treasure, which, if ot 
enough to abandon, yet they cam 
tiling from the value attached to it 

That a minister may learn hov 
officfi let him study the charact 
the history of St. Vaul. His lif« 
oDe magnifying of his office: m* 
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^ KHils! — ^to^ execute the will of God! As 
in rises in. his own esteem, his office sinks; I 
the office rises in his view, the man falls. 
^ be in constant hostility with himself, if 
paid magnify his office. He must hold himself 
fitness to make sacriiicesy when called to do s 
will not barter his office, like Balaam; but w 
fate to sell his service, like Micaiah. Like Kzi 
d N^eroiah, he wiU refuse t;^come down froi 
e gr^t work which he has to do. He may b 
lamniated; but he will avoid hasty vindications o 
\ character: it does not appear that Elisha sent 
^ Kaaman to vindicate himself from the false-. 
ods of Gehazi: there appears to me much true 
putf io this conduct: I fear I should have wanted 
ideace to act thus. 

HE yoimg ministers have been greatly injured, by 

ing up their creed from a sort of second or third 

I writers. Toplady, perhaps, has said that he 

found his preaching most successful, when it has 

edon the ^and doctrines of Calvinism. A 

g man admires Toplady, and adopts the same 

n concerning his own ministry. But 1^ him 

U> a master on the subject He will find such 

n as Traill handling the sovereignty of God, 

ich high points of dootrine, witl^ a, holy and 

nly sweetqess; which, while it renders it 

impossible not to receive his sentiments,leaves. 

; on the mind but a religious savor. 

•and aim of a minister must be the exri- 

OF GOSPEL TRUTH. Statesmen may 
e greatest blunders in the world, but that 
IS affair. Like a King's Messenger, he 

stop to take care of a person fallen down; 

render anv kindness consistently with his. 

W'lU do it; if not, he wiW pt^fev Vvva cJSv^. 
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]^f Our method of preaching is not that b) 

JWj- Christianity was propagated: yet the g 

' **^ Christianity is not changed. Thiere was nc 

the primitive method set or formal. The p 

bishop stood up, and read the gospel, or son 

portion of Scripture, and pressed on the 

with great earnestness and afTection* a ft 

and forcible truths fevidently I'esulting fr 

portion of the DUHne Word: we take a tc 

make an oration. Edification was then tli 

of both speaker and hearers; and, while I 

tlnues to be the object, no better method 

found. A parable, or history, or passage o 

ture, thus illustrated and enforced, is 

method of introducing truth to any people 

ignorant of it, and of setting it home with p 

those who know it; and not formal, doctrin; 

mentative discourses. Truth and si mi 

are the soul of an efficacious ministry. 

The Puritans were still farther remoi 
the primitive method of preaching: the 
preach fifteen or sixteen sermons on a \ 
primitive bishop would have been shocked 
of our sermons; and, such is our taste, we s 
shocked with his. They brought forwar 
ture: we bring forward our statement! 
directed all their observations to throw 
Scripture: we quote Scripture to throw ligl 
observations. More faith and more grac 
make us better pi*eachers, for out of the ah 
of the heart the mouth afieaketh . (.' hrysost 
the .right method. Leighton's Lectures < 
approach very near to this method. 



I^ acting on matter, the art of man is 
The steam-engiiu' is a mighty machine. J 
jii^ioii, the art of man is mere feebleness. 
mot' of Suuljfi SLvmov in the campo^ v\\g\ 
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a the camp of the Philistines — but we want the 
I and the stone. I honor Metaphysicians, Lo*^ 
ans. Critics, and Historians — in their places r 
k at facts. Men, who lay out their strength in 
ements, preach churches empty. Few men 
e a wisdom so large, as to see that the way 
ch they cannot attain may yet be the best way. 
re not tell most academical, logical, frigid men 
' little I account of their opinion, concerning the 
; method of preaching to the popular ear. I 
r them talk, as utterly incompetent judges, 
h men would have said St. Paul was fit only for 
Tabernacle. What he would have said they 
« fit for, I cannot tell. They are often great 
1— first-rate men — unequalled men — ^in their 
» and sphere: — ^but it is not their sphere to 
lage the world. 



St minister could work miracles, he would do 

je more than interest the Curiosity of men-—- ^ 

ivant to eat, and I want to drink, and I do it, I 

on with difficulty enough, as things are; and you 

L about treating with heaven! I know nothing 

he matter, and I want no such thing" — ^This is 

language of man's heart. A future thing! 

INDEFINITELY FUTURE thing! No! if a man 

lid even authoritatively declare, that the day of 

gment would be this day seven years, he would 

/e little influence on mankind. Very few would 

driven from the play-house— very few from the 

ning-table-r-very few from the brothel.— -The 

on 'Change would be very little diminished. I 

[^uently look back on the early periods of my life, 

I imagine myself treating with such a cK^i:«.c^«^ 

[ know I then was. I say to tnyseXi, ^AjsiV^x.^^ 

I possibly say, that will affect aItfV*\tv^fc^^^'^^^ 

ig fellow of eighteen?" 
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Som* ClufKikti ministers fai[ in their eSect q 

jl entering as Philosophen in 
jkiBUuiT. They do not conndt 
1l reduced— that he is to be b 
-that he is to have milk »& 
mead of strong meal. Tk 
_ut priDciples and preve [ 
il labor to interest the heart. 
^ill curr their nattiral chn 

^JTT' if 1 "">" '>»8 a diy. It 

iC turn of mind, we shall rarely fiod bi 
C l^reaclier. One in a thousaod oaj 



ThK Chrbdan will snmetinics be hrenght to 
in AMditarypnth. Godwemsto cut away hisp 
that he may reduce hiii M himself. His relig 
to be felt as a personal, particular, appn^ 
posw«ian>. He is to feel, that, as there is M 
,Mh»nfa to Mess, so tliere seems to him as th 
there wtrB but one penitent in the uoimae I 
blcMtd bf li'im. Mar^ Magdalene u the II 
chre was bruught to this state. Sh? miehl 
swd, "I know not where Peter is '^" ' 



fedii^ And states of my brethren, I kiM*. 
I am left here atone. No one accompaniei 
RtrenKtheaa roe. But if none other will soeI 
Lord, yat wBl I seek him!" There is a coma 
ing energy k i-eligious sympathy. A minisut 
example, while tiis preaching seems effectiTSi 
life and feeling shew themselves around him, v 
on with eaae and pleasure. But thci-e is ntir 
!he man here. If Godthange the scene— tf 
coaragemeaU meet h\m--\t he secro <.o tatX'i 
ia any measitre. as an iastrunvent— i( Msc Xo-** 
hearcnto hi<> person and DitaisUV dc'i'ai— »( 
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al: yet most of us need this trial, that we 
:duced simply to God, and may feel that 
: affair is between Him and ourselves. A 

will swiitk with the stream, whatever be 
;ion: But a living one will not only resist 
n; but, if it chooses, it can swim against it. 

that lives from God, will seek Grod, and 
od— more easily and pleasantlv, indeed, if 
im flow toward the point whiUier Grod 
t, still, it will follow God as its sole rest 
-e, though the stream df men and ojunioos 
rry it away from him. 

Y is, doubtless, obligatory on ministers, 
stle connects it with simplicity. Yet it 
natural-T-not affected. Some men give 
ing in an oracular style: this looks like 
n, and will disgust others: they will attri-< 
religion: but this is not a sanctified grav- 
er men are always di^osed to levity: not 
m of original fancy is to be condemned* 
ing in his own way: but the minister must 
that he is a man of a consecrated charac- 
should not be difficult to himself to make 
IS from levity to gravity, it will be difficult 
others with nim therein. Who has not felt, 
ingshim into a trying situation, in which he 
it is an awful tlung to sufier or to die, that 
i then natural? every thing else is offensive! 
o, is evi]> which lets down the tone of a 
: when a minister loses his gravity, the 

will take liberties with him. Yet, with a 
aciple, we must not play the fool. Gravity 

natural and simple. There must be 
and tenderness in it A man must not for- 
in every thing. He, wYio iotrwaXYZA'^ «^ 
ig, is a fool; and a grave iQo\ S& -^gk^x^a-V^ 
rious than a light fool. 
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Wx are called to build a splritaal h* 
workman is not to busy himself ia teU 
his duty. We are placed in difierent c 
ces, with ▼arious talents: and each it c 
what he can. Two men, equally acoep 
may be exceedingly distinct in the 9Ci 
they will give of meir employ. 



A REGULAB clergyman can do no nan 
charge of his duty, than our church 
him. He may fiedl far short of her ret 
but he cannot exceed, by the most devo 
duties which she has prescribed. Wl 
earth is so pernicious a drone, as an i 
Biaa'--4 man, engaged in the most » 
fession in the world: who rises to eat, 
and lounge, and trifle; and goes to bed 
rises again, to do the same! Our of&ce 
laborious in the world. The mind mua 
on the stretch, to acquire wisdom and gi 
communicate them to all who come i 
well, indeed, when a clergyman of geniw 
ing devotes himself to the publication 
and works of literature, if he cannot b< 
on to turn his genius and learning to i 
portant end. Enter into this kind of so 
do you hear?-^"Have you seen the nev 
Sophocles?"— ''No! is a new edition oi 
undertaken^"— —and this makes up thi 
tion, and these are the ends, of men w 
fession, should win souls! I received a 
hint from Dr. Bacon, then Father of the 
when I was at College. I used freque 
him at his Living, near Oxford: he ¥ 
me, •*What are you doing? What 
studies?"— "I am reading so and ao." 
guite wrong. When 1 waa yoxMv^ 'V 
'•wi/p/ece of Hebrew into Gr^ck.N%x 
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when I came into this parish, and had to 
1 iterant people, I was wholly at a loss; I 
tiolurniture. They thought me a great man, 
h&t was their ignorance; for I knew as little 
ey did, of what it was most important to them 
low. Study chiefly what you can turn to good 
unt in your future life." And yet this wise 
had not just views of serious religion: he was 
t[ those who are for reforming the parish—^ 
iking the maids industrious, and the men sober 
hoD^t— but when t ventured to ask, "Sir, must 
kU this be effected by the infusion of a divine 
:iple into the mind^ — a union of the soul with 
great head of influence?*'— "No more of that; 
lore of that I pray!" 

ISIS minister stands between practical Atheism 
Religious Enthusiasm. 



SRHOK,that has more head infused into it than 
% will not come home with efficacy to the 
"ers. "You must do so and so: such and such 
equences will follow if you do not: such and 
. advants^s will result from ddng it:"— -this is 
• dead, and spiritless, when it stands alone; or 
i when it is most prominent. Let the preach- 
head be stored with wisdomi but, above all, let 
lean so feel his subject, that he may infuse life 
interest into it, by speaking like one who ac- 
[y possesses and feels what he says. 



TH is the master-spring of a minister. "Hell 
^ore me, and thousands of souls shut u^ thi^teV 
^erlasting agonies— Jesus Christ ^\A.\!k(V&lotxXvvak> 
^mea £rotn rushing into this boUoaiVe!&% 2X>^^»r^^ 
foda me toprociaim hU abVUty «(i!dL\iv& V^n^*: 
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II want no fourth idea!— every foarth id 
temptible!— every fourth idea is a gram 
lumce!" 



The meamiett of the earthen vessel/ 
veys to others the Gospel treasure, tab 
from the v^ue of the treasure. A dying 
sig^ a deed of gift of incalculable value 
herd's boy may p(nnt out the way to a pi 
A beggar may be the bearer of an 
present. 

A WRITER of Sermons has often no idea 
words he uses, to which the common p 
either no meaning, or a false one. He s| 
haps, of ^'relation to God;" but the p 
hear him, affix no other idea to the word 
of father, or brother, or relative. Th 
must converse with the people, that he m 
their words and phrases. 



It sometimes pleases God to disquali^ 
for their wor]£, before he takes them t 
ward. Where he gives th^m wisdom 1 
this, and grace to acquiesce in the disjp 
such a close of an honorable life, whe 
sire to be publicly useful survives the 
loud AMEN to all former labors. 



On Infidelity and Popery • 

Infidel writings are ultimately pr 

little or no danger to the church of God 

are less at a loss nn judging of the wlsdo 

idence in permitting them, tYvatv vi^ ax^ 

of many other of its desigti^- "^^^^V 
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le simple, humble, spiritual mind; but they are, 
i the end, the means of enlightening; and settling it. 

There are but two sorts of people in the world, 
ome walk by the light of the Lord, and all others 
e in the vficked one in darkness and in the shadow 
^ death. Where there is not as enlightened, sim* 
le, humble, spiritual mind, notions and opinions 
re of little consequence. The impudent and re- 
tted misrepresentations of infidels may turn a 
ark mind to some other notions and way of think- 
ig; but it is in the dark still. Till a man sees by 
he light of the Lord, every change of opinions in 
rily putting a new dress on a dead carcase, and 
ailing it alive. 

The grace of God must give simplicity. Where- 
ver that is, it is a security against dangerous error: 
'herever it is not, erroneous opinions may perhaps 
:ss predispose the mind against the truth of God 
I its lively power on the soul, than true notions 
estitute of all life and influence do. 

Yet the writings of infidels must be read with 
aution and fear. There are cold, intellectual, spe- 
ulative, malignant foes to Christianity. I dare 
ot tamper with such, when I am in my right mind, 
have received serious injury, for a time, even 
Fhen my duU^ has called me to read what they 
ave to say. The daring impiety of Belsham's an* 
wer to Wilberforce ruffled the calm of my spirit. 

read it over while at Bath, in the Autumn of 
798. I waked in pain, about two o'clock in the 
lorning. I tried to cheer myself by an exercise of 
aith on Jesus Christ. I lifted up my heart to Him, 
s sympathizing with me, and engaged to support 
tie. Many times have I thus obtained quiet and 
epose: but now I could lay no hold on him: I had 
iven the enemy an advantage over me: my habit 
!ad imbibed poison: my nerves treTOto\e^\Ycv>j ^xxwcsgicv 

fas g-one/— ''Jesus Christ a^^P^"^^^^^ '^^'^ ^^^ 
id Mieve you! It is all cntY\vi^«wv\ \x. Na. Xv^^^"^"^ 
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Jesus Christ has preached his sermons, anc 
his doty, and is gone to heaven! And thet^ 
aB other good men are! Address your pra 
tiie Supreme Being!" — I obtain relief in suet 
by dismissi;^ from my thoHghcsall that eaei 
friends can a»y. I will have nothing to- d 
Belshun or with Wilberforce. I come to 
Himself. I hear wbat He says. I turn ov 
Gospels. I read his con vers ations. I dwell 
ially on his farewell discourse with his dii 
In St. iohn's GospeL If there be mea* 
words, and if Christ were nut a deceiver 
ceived, the re^Uf of the Christian's life, 
and irom Him by faith, is written there as 

This temptation besets me to this day 
know not that I have any other which is so p 
lar in its attaclcs upon me. 1 am sometimes i 
in bed; and, when I find myself so, Igenerall 
that the parenthesis cannot be so well empk 
in prayer. While my mind is thus ascen< 
Christ and communmg with him, it often 
across mo — "What a fod art thou, to imagir 
mental effiiskins can be known to any othei 
what a senseless enthusiast, to imagii'>e that t 
who was nailed to a cross can have any kno 
of these secrets of thy soul!" On one o 
occasions it struck me with great and coiBn 
evidence. — "Why might not St. John, in t 
of Patmos — imprisoned [lerhaps in a cavi 
might not he have said so^ Why mi^hi 
have doubted whether Christ the crucihei 
have knowledge of his feelings, when he 
the S/iiri: on ifie Ltrd'a day? He had n 
communion with Christ in the Spirit, hetbre 
thoK palpable evidences of his prewnce wt 
mediately fullowed." 

Ik tlie Dermission of ccrtaiu btAd "mtiae\ t\ 
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It awful system of judicial government, with 
lich God has been pleased to rule the world, 
here there is a mtinX indisposilion»where men are 
;lined to be deceived, where they are waiting as 
were for a leader— ^here he sends soch men or 
~h writings, as harden them in their impiety: 
nle a teachable and humble mind will discern the 
le characterof such men or writings, and escape 
? danger. 

r can conceive a character much more pernicious 
its influence, than the daring and impudent in- 
el. A man — in,the estimation of all the world 
xlest, amiable, benevolent—who should, with 
3p concern, lament the obfigation under which 

feels himself to depart from the religion of £u- 
3e, the religion of his country, the religion of 
I family; and should profess his unfeigned desire 
find this religion true, but that he cannot pos- 
\y bring his mind to believe it, and thai for such 
1 such reasons: when he should thus introduce 

the strongest points that can be uf ged on the 
yect 

But God governs the world. It is not in his 
sign to permit such men to arise. The infidel 
s always had something about him, which has 
pertained his obliquity to the eye, that has not 
en dimmed by the moral indlspoiution of thef heart. 

BE low and scurrilous writers against Revelation 
rry their own condemnation with them. They 
■e like ^n ill-looking fellow^ who comes into a 
jurt of Justice to give evidence, but carries the 
pect, on the first glance, of a town-bully, ready 
swear whatever shall be suggested to him. 

JRKE has painted the spirit oi I>em^c,\^^'i \.ci^ 
?. / have fallen in with some T>emQ^^^>- ^J 
iw nothing of me. They ViaveVieeTv «^!^ 
at curiosity* when I could forsex. VX*" ^'^gw*^ 
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plajr of lin that was before me. I law ft raaligD 
e^e— d ferocitr — an intensity of miod oa tti 

Saint. Viewed in in temper and tendenciea, Xa 
nisnt U Devilism — Beliajism. It take* the jt 
of God and roan— puts it on the ground--i 
itampa on it. Every man is called out into exerl 
against it. It is an inveterate, malignant, bl 
pbeming, atheiatical, fierce spirit. It seemi a tc 
op witb these men, whether Satan himself il 
govern the world. Before such men, I sajr bc 
word. Ouv Master has commanded ui tioi la t 
ptarU before tvilne. I am vastly (Relighted withct 
acter — true and original character: but this i> 
awful and afiecting display of it. 

The church has endured a pagan and ft rAi 
peraecntion. There remains for her an iKrm 
persecution — general, bitter, purifying, cement 

It is, perhaps, impossible, in the veTy nature 
things, that such another scheme as Popery co 
be invented. It is in truth, tke mytteiy of 
jTuify; that it should be able to work itself into 
simple, grand, sublime, holy institution of Cb 
tianity, and so to interweave its abominations i 
the truth, as to occup)' the strongest passions of 
soul, and to control the strongest understandii 
While Pascal can speak of Popery as be does, 
mfluence over the mass of the people can ex 
no suiprise. Those two master principles—'] 
we must believe as the church ordains. 
That there is no salvation out of this churcl^- 
pose, in the ignorance and fear which they be 
an almost insuperable barrier against the tniti 



ol 1 
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ekpreftsions of prophecy have never received their 
mccMnplishment. They are too grand and ample, 
toluive been fufriled by any state, which the church 
has hitherto seen. Chtistianlty has yet had no face 
liiltld>le to its dignity. It has savored hitherto too 
ttuch of man— of his institutions — of his prejudices 
•MiClhis foll!es--of his sin. It must be drawn out 
•Midepicted— exhibited^-demonstrated to the world. 
Its cdM enemies have been the men by whom, un- 
der the professions of Hail, Master! it has been 
distDited* abused, and vilified. 

Popery was tlie master- piece of Satan. I believe 
Idni utterly incapable of such another contrivance. 
It was a systematic and infallible plan, for forming 
nuuBcles and mufflers for the human mind. It was 
a weH laid design to render Christianity contemp- 
tible, 1^ the abuse of its principles and its mstitu- 
tioDS. It was formed to ot^erwhelm — to enchant- 
to sit as the great nvhore, making the earth drunk 
viUh herfornijcationa. 

The infidel conspiracy approaches nearest to 
Popery. But infidelity is a suicide. It dies by 
its own malignity. It is known and read of all 
men. No man was ever injured essentially by 
it, ffbo was fortified with a small portion of the 
Rmiine spii*it of Christianity — ^its contrition and 
na dodlity . Nor is it one in its efforts: its end is 
One; but its means are disjointed, various, and 
often clashing. Popery debases and alloys Chris- 
titnity; but infidelity is a furnace, wherein it is 

garU^d and refined. The injuries done to it by 
npery, will be repaired by the very attacks of in- 
tdelity. 

^ In the mean time, Christianity wears an enchant- 
ttgftarm to all, wiio can penetrate through the mists 
thrown round it by its false friends axvd'ws vv>jvy«^ 
fccfc The exiled French Priest ra\%es t\v« v\vj «cev^ 
kdigaaUan of all Christians, wbile he destr v>at.^i Cobfe 
*12 
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infernal plots of the infidel conspiratof 

Cbiistiaatty, and shews them in succew 

tioa against his church.* We seem, for • 

forget her errors: and we view her, for the 

only so far as she possesses Christianity i 

widi ourseWes. But when he charges ^ 

of this infidel conspiracy on the principle 

by the Waldenses or the church of Gc 

enchantment dissolves. We see that \ 

Uie influence of a sophism: b^ which, I 

posed upon himself^ he would impose u] 

With him, Christianity and his church 

and the same thing. A separation from h 

is a separation from Christianity; and p 

principles which lead necessarily, if u 

their issues, to every abomination of inn< 

let him know that the church of Genevs 

against the false friend of Christianity; a 

the avowed enemy of Christianity had the 

himself, she would have protested with 

against him. Let him know, that, if h 

had listened to the voice of the refo 

enemy of Christianity would have want 

for footing to his attacks. The Pap 

charges the Reformer, as the father of 

the infidel maliciously confounds Popery 

tianity: but the true Christian is as fa; 

licentiousness of the infidel, as he b froi 

ruption of the Papist. 

I am not inclined to view things in 
aspect. Christianity must undergo a i 
If God has sent his Son, and has declare 
will exalt him on his throne — the earth a 
it inherit are contemptible in the view 
plan! If this be God's design — procee 
and proceed it will. Christianity is such 
spiritual affair, that perhaps aU hwmavv 
are to be destroyed to make way ior *\x.. 
fashion things as they wiU; but, *\i t\\t; 
""Afiudiag to Barruera Mei»o\r» oi 3^^>m 



BemaiMS of Mr. Cecil. 139 

F the Spirit of God on their institutions, thejr 
■main barren and lifeless. Many Christians . 
X to have foi*gotten this. 

; Christian* $ Duty in these Eventful Times, 

$ is a period of no common kind. The path 

jr to a Christian is now unusually difficult. It 

to me, however, to be comprehended in two 

—Be <^IET and useful. The precept is 

but tiie application of it requires much grace 

isdotn* Take not a single step out of a quiet 

'it^, to which you are not compelled by a 

ofutility. 

parties,have divided the world. 

\ JACOBINS are desperadoes: — ^the earth's 

nt and plague. Bishop Horsley s»d well of 

lately from the pulpit — "These are they, 
ave poisoned Watts's Hymns for Children. 
: ai'e they, who are making efibrts to contami- 
very means of access to the public mind. And 
s Uieir aim?— What are their pretensions?-^ 
they will have neither Lord nor King over 
Ekit, verily, one is their King: whose name, 

Hebrew tongue is Maddon; but, in the 
: tongue, he' is called JifioUyon; and, in plain 
,h— *The DevUJ* My soul come not thou 
[ie tents of these wicked men!" 
it the ANTijACOBiNs?" — ^Thcir project, as 
r, leaves God out of the question. Their 
sal is unholy. I cannot be insensible to the 
ty, order, and liberty, with which these 
3ms are favored above all other nations; but 
lot go forth with these men, as one ot their 
I cannot thrdw up my hat, and shout 
sa!" Woe to the world, if even they 
W 

world is a lying, empty pa^atvV.^xv^^^'^^ 
e ensnared with the show. M.^ V^"^ ^'^^^ 
iristian, is to act "with aimpWcVcv «a^->^^ ^ 
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vant of God. What docs God bid me drf W 
in this minute of time, which will be gone and ci 
me with it into eternity— what is mv path of d 
While enemies blaspheme, and frienas are bega 
let me stand on my watch-tower with the Prop 
listening what the Lord God shall say to me» 
any scheme of man I dare not be drunken. 
'ivho are of the day^ must be sober, Churchmai 
Dissenter, if I am a true Christian, I shall talk < 
to my connexions. The sentiment of the m 
tude is ensnaring; but the multitude is gener 
wrong. I must beware of the contagion, 
that I am to push myself into consequence. ' 
matter is between me and my God — ^Not one i 
out of a holy quiet and obscurity, but in onk 
utility. 

Yet we must be active and bold, whenever c 
calls us to be so. My own conduct, with re^ 
to the religious world, is too much formed on 
feeliugs. I see it in what I deem a lament 
state; but I seem to say "Well! go on talk 
and mistaking, and making a noise: only make 
a noise here:'* and then I retire into my clc 
and shrink within myself. But, had I more fi 
and simplicity, and love, and self-denial, I m 
do all I do in my present sphere, but I should th 
myself in the midst of them, and intreat and a] 
and remonstrate. 

But then such a man must give himself up 
sacrifice. He would be misrepresented and cal 
niated from many quarters. But he would nr 
jup his account for such treatment. How wouli 
Paul have acted in such a state of the chu 
Would he not have displayed that warm s|: 
which made him say OJoolish Galatians! who t 
bewitched you? and that holy self-denial, which 
tatedlwi/i very gladly afiend and 6e sficnc for 
^/iou^/i the more ejccecdingly I lo-oe-you tKi 
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s not to be calculated, how much a single 
lay affect, who throws his whole powers into 
I. Who, for instance, can estimate the in- 
e of Voltaire? He shed an influence of a 
ar sort over Europe. His powers were those 
•ly buifocm — ^far different from those of Hu m k , 
hers of his class— but he threw himself wholly 
lem. It is true these men meet the wicked- 
er the imbecility of the human mind; but 
are many right-hearted people, who hang a 
me on the side of pui*e, silent* simple religion, 
man, who sees things as I do, throw himself 
th all his powers, to rescue and guide such 

18. 

fortifying Youth against Injidel PrincifUes, 

ER eathered from infidel writers, when an 
d inndel myself, any solid difficulties, which 
lot brought to my mind by a very young child 

own. ••Why was sin permittedr'—- "What 
ignificant world is this to be redeemed by the 
lation and dvath of the Son of God!"— 
I can believe that so few will be saved?"— 
tious of this kind, in the mind of reasoning 
persons, prove to me that they are the growth 
en nature. 

nurse of infidelity is sensuality. Youth are 
d. The Bible stands in their way. It prohib- 
i indulgence of the lust of the fleshy the lust 

eye, and the firide of life. But the young 

loves these things; and therefore, it hates 
ble which prohibits them. It is prepared to 
If any man will bring me arguments against 
ible, 1 will thank him; if not, I will invent 



9* 



to infidel arguments, there i& ivo "vtA^g&x >s\ 

They are jejune and reiui^Cl. VdSv^^Na^'^^ 
^mselves convinced by them. .. 

•iu/yaftir^ this evil in you\\i»^^mx»V»R»>*»^ 
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the proverb, that "a m 

-ot listen. '""UT^- .'"•«PreS:c^ 
«re loose « ^"** sort fjf i«2^"» 

w«E» AjrBVp?!°"' '° dwell »,vi. 
sense of myr „»„ • "'J'self, manv « '^^ 

'^"ffth.astheln '^ '«««» them f„*°^o or 
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, however wicked they may become, I have 

le truth of this in my own case: I said *'My 

is right, and I am wrong! Oh, le£ me die tlic 

of the righteous^ and let my last end be like 

The bye-conversations in a family are, in 
iew, of unspeakable importance, 
the whole, arguments addressed to the heart 
more forcibly than those addressed to the 

When I was a child, and a revy wicked one 
le of Dr. Watts's Hymns sent me* to weep in a 
:. The lives in Janeway's Token had the 
effect. I felt the infiuence of faith in suffering 
:ians. The character of young Samuel came 
to me, when nothing else had any hold on my 



On the Management of Children^ 

\T wisdom is requisite in correcting the evih 
ildren. A chfd i& bashful perhaps: but, in 
lating this childy we are too apt to forget fu- 
ronsequences. ^'ELold up your head. Don't 
gar." At length thpy hold up their heads; 
cquire such airs, that, too late, we discover 
ror. We forgot that we were giving gold, to 
ase dross. We forgot that we were sacpificiof 
ity and humility, to make them young actors 
d tyrants*. 

lie reader cannot but admire the seotimentf, which 
Hurd has, on this subject, pot into the mouth of Mr. 
, one of hiis supposed mteriocutors in the Dialc^e on 
n Travels. 

ihfulness is not so much the eflEect of an ill eduoation« 
prbpergift and provision of wise nature. Every stage 
las its own set ci n^nners, that is suited to it, and best^ 
>s it. Each is beautiful in its season; and you might as 
lairel with the child's rattle, and sAv*3Mfc\\\m^vw.^ 
tlie boj's top and span-farthing, aa ex^tcX ^Twa^*^"* 
uth the mnnly confidence of vVper «i^^. ^ ^^^j^, 

tiotable in the mean time, I am fteTk%\>»\e»v% v^^^^ 
m/ good HtdY: who, «3^ec\iU7 *\^ ^Va ^ ^-w^b 
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Christians are imbibing so mi 
temper oi the age, that they se 
tutoring their children, and prepi 
manner of means, not for a be 
the present. Yet in nothing she 
of faith be more unreservedly es 
regard to children. Their app< 
tions, yea even their present and 
or misery, so fiar as they are ii 
states and conditions in life, may 
most minute and trivial events, i 
God's hand, and not in ours. Ai 
pervades, in this respect, too inti 
tian world. 

When I meet children to instr 
suffer one grown person to be pre 
vians pursue a different methc 
elder brethren even sit among 
sanction and encourage the wo 
provided children are to be addn 
manner. But that will efiect litt 
is easier than to talk to childrei 
them' as they ought to be talked 

vdl-bred one, is pcafeetly shocked at t1 
and eaUs out on the taylor, the dancin] 
tiie travelled tutor, any body and ever 
from the pain of so disgraceful an obje 
"She should, however, be told, if 
woids soft enough could be found to co 
that the odious thing, which disturbs h 
nature's signatures impressed on that a 
'but the passage from one season of life t 
the body is then the least graceful, wh* 
ing their last efforts and hastening to t 
so the manners are least easy and di 
fnind, conscious and impatient of its p 
itig all its faculties to their full growth. 
See Bishop Hordes Moral and PoWtix' 
f^d mi. vol. 3d. pv- ^% ^0^ 
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ort of ability. A man must have a vigorous imag- 
itkm. He must have exten»ve knowledge, to 
II in illustrations from the four comers of the 
rth; for he will make little progress, but by 
lutration. It requires great genius, to throw the 
nd into the habit of children's minds. I aim at 
it, but I find it the utmost effort of ability. No 
rmon ever put my mind half so much on the 
"etch. The effort is such, that, were one person 
esent, who was capable of weighing the propriety 
what I said, it would be impossible for me to 
oceed: the mind must, in such a case, be per- 
&tly at its ease: it must not have to exert itself 
ider cramps and fetters. I am surprised at 
ithing which Dr. Watis did, but his Hymns for 
biklren. Other men could have written as well as 
U in his other works; but how he wrote these 
mils, I know not. Stories fix children's atten- 
Ml. The moment I beg^n to talk in any thing like 
I abstract manner, the attention subsides. The 
npkst manner in the world will not make way to 
uldren't minds for abstract truths. With stories 
find I could rivet their attention for two or three 
Nirs. 



HiLDREN are very early capable of impression. 
Imprinted on my daughter the idea of faith, at a 
ay early age. She was playing one day with a 
w beads, which seemed to delight her wonder- 
Uy. Her whole soul was absorbed in her beads, 
■aid— '*My dear, you have some pretty beads 
ere.'* — "Yes, Papa!" — "And you seem to be 
istly pleased with them,"— "Yes, Papa!"— "Well 
iw,throw 'em behind the fire." The tears started 
bo her eyes. She looked earnestly at me> a& 
Qogh she ought to have a reaaou lot ^wOci^ ^t;vtf\ 
Trince. **Well, my dear, do as ^^^ ^\e»sfc\^^\ 
know I never told you to do au^ xVvffV^^ N?\Cv:^i.> 



about them another time; but say no nu 
them nov/." Some days after, I bought 
fuU of larger beads, and toys of the sa 
When 1 returned home, I opened the trc 
set it before her: she burst mto tears wit 
•*Those, my child," said I, "are youn 
you belie vt-d me, when I told you it would 
for you to throw those two or three pa 
behind the fire. Now tlkat has brougl 
treasure. But now» my dear, remembei 
as you live, what Faith is. I did all thi 
you the meaning of F a i t h . You threw ] 
away when I bid you, because you had fa 
that I never advised you but for your ] 
the same confidence in God. BeUeve c 
that he says in his word. Whether y 
stand it or not, have faith in him that he i 
good.' 



%» 



On Family Worshifi, 

FAMILY religion is of unspeakable impc 
effect will greatly depend on the since 



««'*u^ r»«»:i. 
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II, tender, heavenl)r. Worship, thus conducted 
r be used as an engine of vast power in a family, 
lifiuses a sympathy through the members. It 
i off the mind froo^ the deadening efiect of 
Ldly affairs« It arrests every memt^r, with a 
ning and evening, sermon, in the midst of all 
hurries and cares of life. It says, **There b a 
d!'*— "There is a spiritual world!"— ''There 
life to come!" It fixes the idea of responsibility 
le mind. It furnishes a tender and judicious 
Mr or master with an opportunity of gently 
cing at faults, where a direct admonition might 
nexpedient. It enables him to relieve the weight 
i which subordination or service often sits oa 
minds of inferiors. 

I my £unily- worship I am not the reader, but 
»Ioy one of my children. I make no formal 
ment on the Scripture: but, when any striking 
It or sentiment arises, I say "Mark that!"— -^ 
3 how God judges of that thing!" Sometimes 
k what they think of the matter, and how such. 
ling strikes them. I generally receive very 
oge, and sometimes ridiculous answers; but I 
pleased with them: attention is all alive, while 
D explaining wherein they err, and what is the 
h. In this manner I endeavor to innpress the 
it and scope of the passage on the family, 
particularly aim at the eradication of a false 
dple, wonderfully interwoven with the minds 
bildren and servants — ^they take thdr standard 
a the neighborhood and their acquaintance, 
by this they judge of every thing. I endeavor 
raise them to a persuasion, that God's will 
cripture is the standard; and that this standard 
lerpetually in opposition to that corrupt one 
md and before them. 

he younger children of the family vfv\.l%Qic»TvVAx^ 
cmmcnt enough to perceive tVwkl \>afc "^^^ ^"^^ 
'/oess a6out it, that runs direcvX^ cwvvcvrj x» 
tream of opinion, Aud tti«v Y*^ca»sfc ^iN^ 
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character is so evident, and so inseparabl 
Scripture, the heart will distaste and reje 
the standard must be preserved. If a m 
lower it« they would soon detect him; an 
after all, raise them up to the right stand 
Mach may be effected by manner, as to I 
truth; but, still truth will remain irks 
God touch the heart. 

I read the Scriptures to my family in 
ular orden and am pleased to have thi 
found for me. I look on the chapter of t 
a lesson sent for that day; and so I reg 
coming ftrom Grod for the use of that day 
of my own seeking. 

I nnd it easy to keep up the attention o: 
ration, in comparison of that of my famil 
found the attention best gained, by bri 
truths of Scripture into comparison with 
which are before our eyes. It puts mo 
into family-expositions. I never found a 
or the current news of the day fail of arr 
attention. '*How does the Bible accouni 
fact?— That man murdered his Fathei 
that thing happened in our house to-d 
does the Scripture say of such things?" 

It is difficult to fix and quiet your fan 

servants are eager to be gone, to do soi 

hand. There has been some disagreemen 

between them and their mistress. We i 

opportunities. We must not drive hai 

times as these. Regularity, however* m 

forced. If a certain hour is not fixed an 

to, the family will inevitably be found in 

Religion should be prudently brougl: 

iamity. The old Dissenters wearied the 

Jacob reasoned well with Esau, about l 

ness of his children and his flocks a 

Something gentle^ qvasXy modetaXi^ ^>evo> 

aim. Inhere should be no scoY^tST* 

ittUd aad pIea9aDt» 
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I avoid absolute uniformity: the mind revolts at 
it: though I would shun eccentricity, for that is 
Mdll worse. At one time I would say something on 
rhat is read: but» at another time, nothing. I make 
t as NATURAL, as possible: '*I am a religious man: 
fou are mv children and my servants: it is natural 
:hat we snould do so and sa" 

Nothing of superstition should attach to family- 
luty. It is not absolutely and in all cases indispen* 
uble. If unavoidably interrupted, we omit it: it is 
9^e\L If I were peremptorily ordered, as the Jews 
ivere, to bring a lamb, I must be absolute. But 
his service is my liberty^ not my task. I do not, 
lowever, mean in any degree to relax the proper 
obligation. 

Children and servants should see us acting on 
:he Psalmist's declaration, / wUl afieak of thy teati- 
nony before Kings, If a great man happen to be 
present, let them see that I deem him notliing be- 
:ore the word of God* 

On the Influence qftfie Parental Character, 

rHE influence of the parental character on chil- 
Iren is not to be calculated. Every thing around 
las an influence on us. Indeed, the influence of 
liings is so great, that, by familiarity with them. 
;hey insensiblv urge us on principles and feelings 
vhich we betore abhorred. I knew a man who 
ook in a democratical paper, only to laugh at it. 
)ut at length, he had read the same things again 
md again, so often, that he began to think there 
nust be some truth in them^ and that men and 
neasures were really such as they were so often 
aid to be. A drop of water seems to have no in- 
luence on the stone; but it will in the end^ wear \t%. 
vay through. If there be, thercfete^^vvOcv^xsvvsgcco^^ 

iBuence in every thing around u^» xJcva v^'c^^^^ 
\Buencc must begrejit int\ccA. 

is* 
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CoDsiBtencjr is the great character, in p 
entt, which impresses children. Theyn 
nesB much temper; but if the3r see thei! 
••keep the even tenor of his way**' his impe 
will be understood and allowed for as reaac 
The child will see and reflect on Ids paren 
tion: and this will have great influence on I 
This influence may, indeed, be afterwar 
teracted: but that only proves that tontr 
rents may arise, and carry the child andt 
Old Adam may be too strong for young 
thon. 

The implantation of principles is of uns] 
importance, especially when culled from 
time out of the Bible. The chUd feels his 
authority supported by the Bible, and the f 
of the Bible supported by his parent's wc 
influence. Here are data— fixed data. A 
very seldom get rid of these principles 
stand in his way. He wishes to forget th( 
haps; but it is impossible. 

Where parental influence does not co 
hampers. It hangs on the wheels of eviL 
pious mother, who dropped things in my 
could never rid myself of them. I was a p 
infidel: but then I liked to be an infidel in 
ny, rather than when alone. I was wretch 
by myself. These principles, and maxims, 
spoiled my jollity. With my companions 
sometimes stifle them: like embers we kept 
other warm. Besides, I was here a sort of 
had beguiled several of my associates into 
opinions, and I had to maintain a charactc 
them. But I could not divest myself of n 
pi-inciples. 1 went with one of my compa 
see 'The Minor." He could laugh he 
mother Cole— I could not. He &av) \ti Kev 
ture of all who talked about rcWgiou— A V 
(cr. The ridicule on rcgenerataoti v<aa V 



Remains t^Mr. CeciL I5i 

:o me, it was none: it could not move my 
He knew no difference between regen- 
id transiibstantiation— I did. I knew there 
t a thing. I was afraid and ashamed to 
it. Parental influence thus cleaves to a 
larasaet him-^t throws Itself continually 

f. 

1 myself another evidence of the greatness 
al influence. I detect myself to this day* 
down maxims in my famihr, which I took 
ee or four years of age, before I could pos* 
w the reason of the thhig. 
incalculable importance to obtain a hold 
anscience. Children have a conscience; 
30t seared, though it is evil. Bringing the 
orld into their view-*planning and acting 
world before u»-«-this gains at length, such 
[I them, that* with all the infidel poison 
;y may afterward imbibe, there are few 
who, at niffht««^n their chamber— in the 
a storm of thunder-^will not feel. They 
leat like other men. They recollect that 
ry, which stands in their way. It rises up 
:m, like the ghost of Banquo to Macbeth, 
hem: it thunders in their ears. After all» 
bliged to compound the matter with con- 
they cannot be prevailed on to return to 
out delay:—.**! must be religious, one 
her. That is clear. I cannot get rid of 
. Well! I will begin at such ^ time, I 
I such a scheme, and then?'^ 
nions— ^he spirit— the conversation<«-the 
>f the parent, influence the child. What- 
>f man he is, such in a great degree, will be 
unless constitution or accident give him 
irn. If the parent is a fantastic man--4f 
lealogist, knows nothVu^bxxl'^Vv^TBwwr*^ 
e, and who married sxjLcViaxvow^.— ^v^^*^^^ 
t, a Jew wretch— WscVwldt^^ Ni^Sk.^a»M»Bf 
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catch these tastes. If he is j 
vciy girls will talk learnedly, 
hard, miserly man — ^sucli will b« 
I Kpeak of as generally the i 
pew, thiit the parent's dispos 
ijround to work on in that of the 
pen, that the cliild may be drive 
niiscL*, for inbtancc, often iinpla 
son becomes a spendthrift. 

After all, in some cases, pc 
Bccms to have been done and 
pious parent in vain. Yet he c 
the toatem. And, perhaps, aftc 
grave twenty years, his son n 
father told him. 

Besides, parental influence 
cause God has said that it shall 
is not to stand reasoning and ca 
said that his character shall ha 
And this appointment of P; 
often the punishment of a \*ic 
roan is a complete selfist. ] 
ing such men talk about their ** 
••family" — they "must provide 
Their family has no place in th 
They push for themfelves. I 
You think your children shall \ 
they shall be rods for your own 1 
be your curse. They shall ri; 
The most common of all hui 
Parents groaning under the vie 
This ifi all the effect of parental 
In the exercise of this infli 
leading cLmgers to be avoided. 
Excess of SEVERITY isoned 
on the contrary, would talk to r 
talked. I flung out of tlie hous 
wept too when I got into tV\e s 
^.hcpowtvfui engine of amotVi' 
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>uld go on board a privateer. But there are 
nnoments to such desperadoes. God does not. 
ice, abandon them to themselves. There are 
» when the man says—.**! should be glad to re- 
but I should not like to meet that face}" if he 
been treated with severity. 
it excess of laxity is another danger. The 
: of Eli affords a serious warning on this sub* 
. Instead of his mild expostulation on the fla^ 
It wickedness of his sons— »A£it/» my aons, it ia 
food report that IhewT'-^t ought to have ex« 
sed his authority as a parent and magistrate in 
ishing and restraining their crimes. 

Remarka on Authors, 

[ES I look at the mind of Lord BAconu^it 
us vast, ori^al, penetrating, analogical, be- 
1 all competition. When I look at his charact&r 

is wavering, shuffling, mean. In the closing 
e, and in that only, he appears in true dignity, 

man of profound contrition. 



TER surpasses, perhaps, all others, in the 
id, impressive, and persuasive style. But he is 
:o be named with Owen as to furnishing the stu- 
;'s mind. He is, however, multifarious, com- 
:» practical. 

kRKE has, above all other men, the faculty of 
iring the life and spiritual sense of Seripture to 
I perfection, as to leave it like drv bones, 
:sted of every particle of marrow or cm. Sovts 
earer the truth. He tells more of it; but he 
, it with the tongue of a vipet^for Vk* n^^^ xwr*- 
^\y set against the PutVtatis. 'B\xX>Xv^xe. >&^^ 
t and life about him* He mu«x «i»^ ^'^^^ 









beard* Aiid,iipwaiidtliea,li^4tttijMM 
unescpected and iMOinpanible'flCDlD^^^-^ 

ThC KOOEftV (BSa JCAM vif^TTtp^t'liBri 

school fbriycdafto r tlieiii» iyiiiiiiiii(j?nMl| 
tiooaUjr dhilbiiiid vke and jriAnc^aibilijp 
paaaoDsts^^M ChemorabaiidifliflilittMMi 
' cty. There aiever wm a mfre^dftMplljl 
vritt^tkaa one that Mrs. W«L*ir^^ 
imerfecUhm ^nrtOGhXyOBwiirfaJtii 
de£gi. Her «<WT0Dg8 rf V9mSi%1t^ 
apotogy for adntoeryiahe labira%o lirtwg|[i 
ingb hi £Etvor of an adttl tep i ia, Jy jijil 
Clime thq consequence 'Of (ke barbanJi|»#4 
a despicable htt^and, while. Aie is Miottd 
ness and seostbdlltf. Nothings l&e^^ii^ 
iifctein p tcd before the modern schiH^L.j^^ 

li < I U J- . » . •■ 

"Some men," said 0r. Patten to 'tm^ 
cryhigfii«! fire!** Tobesuro-^hCTewf 
ger»m«re oug^t to be afibctknate iemn^ ■ *~" 
wonld remonstrate, coldly and with 
with a man about to precipitate hiihsi 
ver Cliff, aiid not rather snatch htmibli;! 
destruction? Truth, in iU livhig foltecMI 
heart, will shew itself in oottBecnftedBeAij 
seal. When teachers of tPeltf^ah ^uv djl 
these qualities, the world readily infiera m 
Ion itself is a farce. Let us do the wiM 
It has very seldom found a connderate, ao 
dating, and gentle, but withal eamci^ to 
and enlightened teacher. When ithaii feu 
truth has received a very general attend 
a man was Hervey, and his works havefl 
rewai'd. 

Homer approaches T\ea:TesXolaa\^eV«tf^ 
ft? tAcgrandcir of Hebrew v<^^: ^^^ 
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sal light cf Scripture, he would have wonder- 
resembled it. 

KER is incomparable in strength and sanctity. 
irst books are wonderful. I do not so perfectly 
: him, as he advances toward the close. 

Kiel's ''Account of the Moravian Missions 
ng the North American Indians*' has taught 
wo things. I have found in it a striking illus- 
ion of the umformity with which the grace of 
'■ ofierateaon men, Crantz, in his "Account 
lie Missions in Greenland," had shewn the 
^ of God working on a man-fish: on a stupid-— 
sh — senseless creature — ^scarcely a remove 
1 the fish on which he lived. Loskicl shews the 
e grace working on a roan-devil: a fiei^e — 
idy— revengeful warrior — dancing his infernal 
-dance with the mind of a fury. Divine grace 
gs these men to the same point. It quickens, 
lulates, and elevates the Greenlander: it raises 
to a sort of new life: it seems almost to bestow 
lim new senses: it opens his eye, and bends his 
» and rouses his heart; and what it adds*- it sane- 
8. The same grace tames the high spirit of 
Indian: it reduces him to the meekness, and 
ility, and simplicity of a child. The evidence 
ting to Christianity from these facts is> pei^aps, 
lorn sufRcient, by itself, to convince the gain- 
er: but, to a man who already believes, it greatly 
iogthens the reasons of his belief. I have seen 
> in these books, that the fish-boat, and the oil, 
L the tomahawk, and the cap of feathers except- 
— a Christian minister has to deal with just the 
le sort of creatures^ as the Greeniander and tlte 
lian among civilized nations, 

EN stands at the head of U\s "cYasa ol ^Y«f«ve"*jJ^^ 
J»rs wih be more proiouud aijA ^rXw^^^"^ 
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better furnished, than those of mcntottie 
His work on the Spirit has been mytreM 
and one of my very first-rate becks* Sue 
as RiccALTOUN rather disqualify than p 
minister for the immediate business of t 
Original and profound thinkers enlarge li 
and bring into exercise the powers and e 
his own mind, and should therefore be Us d 
panions. Their matter must, however, b 
down before it will be fit for the pcdpit fi 
ers as Owen, who, though less onginal« ha 
detail with wisdom, are copious in prop 
and in matter better prepared for immei 
and in furniture i*eady finisheti, as it wei 
mind. 



Palsy is an unsound casuist, and isli] 
great injury to morals. His extenuatic 
crimes committed by an intoxicated ma 
stance is fallacious and dangerous. Mu 
cnme of intoxication into the consequi 
follow from it, and you have the sum to 
guilt of a drunken man. 

RuthErfo'bd's Letters is one of my clas 
truth the t)eam, I have no doubt, that 
and Virgil and Horace and all that the i 
agreed to idolize were weighed against t 
they would be lighter than vanity. He 
original. Tliere are in his Letters some 
iibly forcible and arresting remonstrance 
converted men. 



I SHOULD n6t recommend a young minis 

much deference to tVie Scot cu "Din v 

EtMnssg who wer« tbe best, oi x.\ituv> \ 
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red* and prolix, and wearisome. He may find 
mparable matter in them, but he should beware 
rming his taste and manner after their model. 
lilt a more kind-hearted and liberal sort of di- 
y. He had much better take up Bishop Hall. 
ve is a set of excellent, but wrong-headed men, 
would reform the Jjondon preachers on a more 
orate pian. Thpy are not philosophers who talk 
p If Owen himself were to rise from the grave, 
m it were for the influence of the great name 
;h he would bring with him, he might close his 
I with a small congregation, in some little meet* 
tiouse. 



KSPEARE had a low and licentious taste. 
en he chose to imagine a virtuous and exalted 
"ftcter, he would completely throw his mind into 
ad give the perfect picture of such a character, 
he 18 at home in Falstaff. No high, grand, vir* 
8, religious aim beams forth in him. A man» 
le heart and taste are modelled on the Bible, 
leates him in the mass, while he is enraptured 
astbnishe4 by the flashes of his pre-eminent 
as* 



lVS you read my Key to the Romans.^" said Dr. 
X OR, of Norwich, to Mr. New ton. — **I have 
ed it over.'*— i"You have turned it over! And 
is the treatment a book must meet with, which 
cost me many years of hard study ^ Must I be 
» at last, that you have Humed it over,' and then 
wnit aside^ You ought to have read it carefully 
weighed deliberately what comes forward on 
erious a subject."— -''Hold! You have cut me 
full employment, if my \ifc vj^t^i \a>a^ ^^Vswj^ 
Tetbu8elah*s, I have som^'^jYwaX eV^^ v» ^^\w 
bort day allotted me, tViaxk Xft te^A ^\^'^^.^^^^ 
14 



'J 
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any one may tlunk it his duty to write; ^Vmm 
read, I wish to read to good purpose; and thaN^J| 
some books, which coutra^ct on the ¥erf fimi^ 
them what appear to me to be first piliiuy B 
You sorely will not say I am bound to raJdVH 
books. If a man tells me he has ik. very elMc|)ril) 
argument to prove that two and two make, ft^ 
have somethmg else to do than to attend to'^ 
argument. If I find the first mouUifoliof JM 
>vluch I take from a fine -looking jomt on tnjr'ttfai 
is tainted, I need not eat through it to be cotmbtii 
I ought to send it away.** . ^ 

I NEVER read any sermons so much like Wsti 
field's manner ot preaching as LATiKUli^'T^ 
see a simple mind uttering all its feeUi^p^ attl nfii 
ting forth every thifig as it comes, witi^oi •itMr'^ 
erence to books or men, with a natfete innEN 
equalled. 



I ADMIRED WiTsius's *'£conomy of the 
nants," but not so much as many persons. Tbei 
is too much system. I used to study commentatoi 
aiid systems; but I am came almost whi41y, i 
length, to the Bible. Commentators areexcdUei 
in general, where there are but few difficulties; bi 
they leave the harder knots still untied. I find i 
the Bible, the more I read, a grand pecuUarit 
that seems to say^ to all who attempt to systematis 
it — **I am not of your kind. I am not amenajb^e i 
your methods of thinking. I am untractable 
your hands. I stand alone. The great and w!i 
shall never exhaust my treasures, ay f^res ta 
parables I will come down to the feeUngs andw 
derstandings of the ignorant, l^evie mcaalao 

hut study me incessantly.** Ck\.vvi>*% VuAdeuo! 

^re, to be sure, great and iLto»x«b^» «tA «fe%» 
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omtnentaries; but after all, if we must have com- 
tors— as we certainly mustp— pools b incom- 
blCy and I had almost said abundant of him.- 



buNG is, of all other men, one of the most striking 
samples of the disunion of piety from truth. 11 
^e read his most true, impassioned, and impres- 
sive estimate of the world and of religion, we shall 
^liink it impossible that he was uninfluenced by hii 
•Subject. It is however, a melancholy fact, that hi 
"Was hunting after preferment at eighty years old; 
> a.nd felt and spoke like a disappointed man. Th< 
truth was pictured on his mind in most vivic 
colors. He felt it, while be was writing. He fel 
himself on a retired spot; and he saw death, tht 
mighty hunter» pursuing the unthinking world. H< 
saw redemption— 4t8 necessity and its grandeur; anc 
while he looked on it, he spoke as a man woulc 
tpeak whose mind and heart are deeply engaged 
jNotwithstanding all this, the view did not reach hii 
heart. Had I preached in his p^dpit with the fer 
iror and interest that his **Night Thoughts'^ discov 
er, he would have been terrified. He told a frieo< 
of mine,who went to him under religious fears, tha 

fkC must GO MORS INTO THE WORLO! 



ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

MUccllaneoua Remarks on the Scrifiturea, 

I AM an entire disciple of Butler. He calls hi 
book ** Analogy;" but the great subject, from be 
ginning to end, is human ignorance. Berkele 
has done much to reduce man to a right view c 
his attainments in real knowledge; but he goes to 
fan he reqwrc^s a demonstraxXoxi ol %rW«s\^ 
truths: he requires me to demoT^X.x^Xfc^^'^ "^ 
table a before me. BeaXXle Yia^ vi€^V w^>^sAns 



160 Memains of Mr* QidL 

error, in his ^Immutability of Truth;*^' t 
pleased Mr. Hume to call that book-^*^ 
tor the Ladies." 

Metaphyucians seem bom to piusle- 
found mankind. I am surprised to hear 
of their haying demonstrated such and mk 
Even Andrew Baxter, one of the best of tl 
aphysicians, though he reasons and speciil 
has not demonstrated to my mind one sir 

S' his reasonings. They know nothing 
e subject of moral and religious truth 
what God has revealed. I am so deeply < 
of this, that I can sit by and smile at tne 
these men; and especially when they fi 
have found out demonstrations. W 
ftre demonstrators, who will carry the woi 
tbem; till another man rises, who den 
the verf oppo^te» and then, of course, i 
follows him! 

We are mere mites creeping on the e 
oftentimes conceited mites too. If any 
being will condescend to visit us and i 
something may be known. **Has God f 
man?" This is the most important questioi 
be asked. All ministers should examine 
ter to the foundation. Many are culpably 
herein. But, when this has been done, le 
no more questionings and surmises. My 
perhaps, convinced that I am entitled t 
teacher. Let us try. If he finds that 1 
more than I do-— well: if he finds that 1 
nothing, and submits — ^I am not to renew 
viction in his mind every time he chooses i 
me to do so. 

If any honest and benevolent man felt s* 

his breast concerning Revelation, he wi 

them there; and would not move wret 

from the only suppdrt, which they cuxi Yi^; 

world, I am thoroaghly wav\tic«d ^ ^ 
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integritjr and benevolence in all infidels. And 
n as thoroughly convinced of the want of real 
f of the Scriptures, in most of those who pro- 
to believe them. 

etaphysicians can unsettle things, but they can 
t nothing. They can pull down a church, but 
cannot build a hovel. The Hutchinsonians 
I said the best things about the metaphysicians. 
I no Hutchinsonian; yet I see that they have 
, and that there b something worth proving in 
I they assert. 

HCXPLE is to be distinguished from preju- 
E« The man who should endeavor to weaken 
beUef of the truth of the Bible, and of the fair 
iction from it of the leading doctrines of relig-* 
under the notion of their being prejudices* 
lid be regarded by me as an assassin. He stabs 
in my dearest hopes: he robs me of my solid 
piness; and he has no equivalent to offer. This 
lies of evidence of the truth and value of Scrip- 
is within the reach of all men. It is my strong- 
It assures me as fully as a voice could from 
Ten, that my principles are not prejudices. I 
n the Bible my heart and the world painted to 
life; and I see just that provision made, which 
mpetent to the highest ends and effects on this 
rt and this world. 



t Bible resembles an extensive and highly cul- 
led garden, where there is a vast variety and 
Qsion of fruits and flowers: some of which are 
e essential or more splendid than others; but 
e is not a blade suffered to grow in it, which 
not its use and beauty in the system. Salvatioa 
sinners, is the grand tvuth VTew.Tv\e^ ^N«rj 
re, and in all points of \\gVv\i VwsX the ^uTe \x\ 
aeea a thousand traits of tYie ^w\tv^ cVvax arNk."* 
*J4 



/ "I intimation or i 
"*• who rearic «.u ^ 

saees. T'k "Sht and s^n. P'"**» in t 

.^■Vhat t^eirlS,«'"'«"° ate" "* 
Shaken. Th» f/2f''^^nce in the »..^' «i 
To think wfth■'^"^''"='0"s 'ine of .'!*?'«««» 
to «tain. ^ £ r*/.""'"^. and ?ali^«« »»« 

ever that differc f °' ^verv nao„^ *^^ iH 
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adopted in them is, therefore, this:— 
s given: the doctrine is stated: examples 
It forward^- 4:a8es in point, which illus- 
ule and the doctrine: and this is found 
or every upright and humble mind. 

le and unprejudiced study of the Bible is 
of religious extravagance. Many read it 
articular bias of mind. The^ read books, 

others under the same views. Their 
and conversation run in the same chan- 
Ley could awaken themselves from this 

come to read the whole Scripture for 
^ which they could find there, tliey would 
3m a dream— amazed at the humble, 
>earing, holy, heavenly character of the 
ligion of the Scriptures, to which, in a 
' less degree, their eyes had been blinded. 

t way of intert>reting Scripture, is, to 
we find it, without any attempt to force it 
particular system. Whatever may be 
rred from Scripture, we need not fear to 
Many passages speak the language of 
ailed Calvinism, and that in almost the 
terms: I would not have a man clip and 
;se passages, to bring them down to some 
;t him go with them in their free and full 
, otherwise, if he do not absolutely per- 
1, he will attenuate their energy. But, 
ook at as many more, which speak the 
of Arminianism, and let him go all the 
these also. God has been pleased thus 
td to leave the thing; and all our attempts 
it, one way or the oxter, «c^ v^^'i ^"^ 
Wc. 




truths 
When 



smmmk 
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Dot compare him in this respect, with Bax- 
r he has handled his points with far greater 

I and simplicity: yet he errs ex abundanti. 
empts to make out things with more accu< 
nd clearness, and' system, than the Bible 
irrant. The Bible scorns to be treated scien- 
\ After all your accnrate statements, it 
ve you aground. The Bible does not come 
and ask our opinion of its contents. It pro- 
) us a constitution of grace, which we are to 
, though we do not wholly comprehend it^ 
rless questions may be started on the vari- 
ts of this constitution. Much of it I cannot 
and, even of what respects myself; but I am 
act on it. And this is agreeable to analogy. 
Id will ask me questions on the fitness or un^^ 
of what I enjoin: but I silence lum: '*Yoa 
yet able to comprehend tins: your business 
ilieve me and obey me." But the school- 

II not be satisfied with this view of things: 
' can make nothing out satisfactorily. They 
eir de re, and their de nomine; but nothing 
d by these attempts at clearness and nice 
ions. These very accurate men, who think 
djust every thing with precision, cannot 
mong one another, and do little else than 
plainer minds. 



EVER definitions men have given of religion, 
id none so accurately descriptive of it as 
at it is such a belief of the Bible as main- 
living influence on the heart. Men may 
Le, criticise, admire, dispute about, doubt, 
;ve the Bible: but the religious man is 
!cause he so believes it, as to c^itrf \v^X:^^^^~ 
ractJcai sense of its truths ou Ya^ icCvcv^* 
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The fears of the general class 
coDcemed about the superstmi 
but those of speculative minds dt 
foundation^ The less thinking m 
he is on the foundation: he whose 
intellectual tum» doubts concemi 
itself. I have met with many oi 
cases. Attacks of this nature a 
dea, A suspicion will^ by sui 
heart; and, for a time, will pai 
fable. I have found it useful on 
glance over the whole thread oi 
whole presented in such a view 
mind to its proper tone: the inde 
simplicity and truth impress wit! 
that heart, which can discern tin 
felt them. 



On the Old and JVe^ Dii 

THE Old and New TesUment 
scheme of religion. Neither pa 
can be understood without the 
fore great errors have arisen fron 
They are like the rolls on whic 
cienUy written, before books of 
were invented. It is but one sui 
tem, from beginning to end; but t 
obtain of it grows clearer and c 
wind the roll that contsdnsit. 

There is one grand and striki 

tinction between the spirit of tl 

dispensation and that of the Nev 

The Old Dispensation was 21^ 

iTAfmarkSy ^rms» aud iasYuon 
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id and measured: if a man did but gather 
m the Sabbath, he was to be stoned without 
; if a Jew brought an ofiering, it was of no 
: not presented at the door of &e tabernacle: 
inner, the time, the circumstances were all 
ly instituted; and no devotion or piet^ of 
^uld exempt a man from the yoke of all 
ibservances, for God had appointed these as 
y in which he chose that a devout Jew should 
s his state of mind. 

the New Dispensation changed the whole 
:. Religion was now to become more pecul- 
spiritual transaction between God and the 
ind independent, in a higher measure than 
}efore, of all positive institutions. Its few 
institutions had no farther object, than the 
vation of tlie unity, order, soundness, and 
of the church — in regard to doctrine, gov- 
Rt, and discipline. 

had these appointments that character of 
}mmodating inflexibility, which marked the 
ions of the Old Dispensation. All nations, 
f all habits and manners, are to drink life 
the beneficent stream as it flows. It is to 
down no obstructions, that are not absolutely 
patible with its progress. But it is appointed 
rvade every place which it visits. Some, it 

without obstruction, and passes dii*ectly 
;h. In some, it meets with mounds and ob- 
i; yet rises till it finds an entrance. Others 
• fenced and fortified, that it winds round 
uid flows forward: continuing to do so, till it, 
^th, finds some method of insinuating itself. 
t thus the dispensation of grace in the church 
modates itself to the various temi)ers and 
y^hich it finds in different ages, ualVnti^^^sA 
of men; it leaves in existence yv\H!otofcT\^'y& 
s and prejudices^ li they areuotmcwasftsX^^E^ 

m^a design, and mingles aivd \xv»ti»awt'5. 



I6R amthi$ if jmmm: 

;iaeir«ac«« dw*. IthwMtRWNU 
ntmr one fans «Ccluink peUftrnktm 
fectod Id dl ita pn^ kf dMH.rtMH 
CluWwM m Ml* «t faiDr<i»«iM«| 

tioD iBder tluw cfavomitiaCM.- - .^ 



persiins and things, which should form a 
paratioD tm the event, thooi^ bm tan 
absurd fucy nigfat ImaKine. 

Tb«reu acertaln clJiiM«!Epei>Mn>« 
rid ttMOiielves of tbe tfpei. Srbet J 
even the bracen Htpeat p called i^- 19 
by wi^ oCUIuttTattcn an^i aod not u 
type. RoUb>dii, of CuBbiiclB^ «lMO.I) 



_-„t toward Sociiiiftiui)«,tesui t«,|j 
typeu uni to flod matter of nort' b^ 

?«Matfls and the tfella c€ the Ukil ptic^ 
t allevcM*, theeut^ectihoaloTOtbeJl 
lerity and irreverence: it dpaarvca mc 

tjOD. 

With resiiect to the expetfiou^y of em 
typea ojeeb in the pulpit, that is wpdie 
I Mldon employ toeia. I amjealoui ta 
itasanotioiw. TfaeOldQwieQMtiaii wi 
dispeiuatioo: but the New & a dwpea«»t 
fd. .When mcaking ot the t^^Nal di 
ira Buiet admiec a uftatm, vawak,lH 
(MiBbdewy.bqMWeaadoKy \tt wejx'm 
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JectB in our ministiy. Remember, *'Thi8 is none 

Qtkhr but the house of God! and this is the gate of 

^Xhewenl How dreadful if I lead thousands with 

BOnsense!— if I lose the opportunity of impressing 

nBd truths! — if I waste their precious time!" 

A minister should say to himself: **I would 
labor to cut off occasions of objecting to the trutl\. 
I would labor to grapple with men's consciences. 
I would shew them that there is no strange twist in 
our view of religidn. I must avoid, as much as 
pOBuble, having my judgment called in question: 
mxay watch for this, and will avail themselves of 
Pfthj advantage. Some who hear me, are thus con- 
' dually seeking excuses for not listening to the 
warnings and invitations of the word: they are en- 
^keav^rmg to get out of our reach; but I would 
hold tiiem fast by such passages as. What shall a 
mangtoe in exchange for his soul!" 

Many men labor to make the Bible their Bible. 
This is one way of getting its yoke off their necks. 
The MEANING, however, of the Bible is the Bible. 
If I preach, then, on imputed righteousness, for 
instance, why should I preach from the skies fiour 
4lown righteousness, and then anathematize men for 
not believing the doctrine, when it is not declared 
IB the passage, and there are hundreds of places so 
tOEprasly to the point? 

Olost of the folly on this subject of allegorical 
interpretation, has arisen from a want of holy awe 
en the mind. An evil fashion may lead some men 
into it; and, so far, the case is somewhat extenu- 
ated. We should ever remember, however, that it 
Is a very different thing to allegorize the New Dis- 
pensation from allegorizing the Old: the New is a 
dispensation of substance and realities. 

When a careless young man, I remember to hav-^ 
" Mt aHarms in my conscience from som^ ^t^i&.cJs\^\v» 
while others, from this method ot XY^;iOL\w^ ^^wiv^ 
libjects, let me off easily. 1 Vweavd xJae^ ta««v ^^^ 
15 ^ 
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weak aUcgoriaer: 1 despised bim as a foolii 
preodwr: till I met with Korne plain, simple, soB 
man who adscd vt orged the obvious meanin) 
I fhall, therefore, canr Co my );rave a deep coavie 
tion of the danger of emering fai- iikto typcal ad 
allegorical interpretations. 

Accommodsnai of Scripture, if sober, wUl givi 
variety. Tbe apoitlei do this so far as to shet 
that it niiL]r have its uie and advaotage. It shoukd 
however, oever be taken as a gi'ouod- work, but aa 
ployed only in the war of allusion. I may use itt 
passage, Iftere it a Mead that sCicketh cloter tim 
a brother, bf way of atluslon tri Christ; but I ait 
not employ it aa the ground-work of a discourK M 



On the Dhenittf of Character in Chratiani, oiU 
on Correcting the Defects in out Character, 

IN DISCOTERIMO AKD COUNTERACTINC THT 

hefects or ooa own character, it is o 
chief ioiponaace that »e really intend lo ascerlao 
the truth, 

The iHTSHTioN iseztremely defeotiveUiU 
The man, who thinks he has &u^ honest lAtr'" 
yet has it very imperfectly. He says — "Toil 
but touch me like a gentlemen. Do not iott^ 
the delicacies of society." The real meai ^,. 
which is, that he has no intention of bearing iji 
truth from you. A man, who has a wound tat 
healed, comes to the sureeon with such an mtci 
tioii to get it healed, thattfhe suspected hi! dUQ I 
his fidelity he wOuld seek another. 

Intention, or a man'a really de^ring to know 4| 

truth concerning biinae\[, vionULmMnnB (.ftn 

TioN. He would BDon finii, that «Mn:«.\aVa»fc<a 

business in s man, who does Bot^w-Wtfti"* tem 
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ill begin with self-suspicion. "Perhaps I 

I or such a man. I see defects in all my 
and I roust be a roadman not to suppose 
Iso have mine. I see defects io my friends, 
they not only do not themselves see; but 

II not sufier others to shew these defects to 
I must, therefore, take it for granted that I 
iiore foolish and pragmatical fellow than I 
ceive." 

begin thus, then he will be willing to pro- 
step further: **Let me trj' if I cannot reach 
:fect8." I have found out myself by seeing 
ure in another man. I would choose men 
>wn constitution: other men would give me 
er picture of myself. In such men, I can 
ions to be ridiculous or absurd, when I 
)t have seen them to be so in myself. We 
rn some features of our portrait from ene* 
n enen\y gives a ha^ feature probably, but 
:en a truer likeness than can be obtained 
friend. What with your friend's tenderness 
and your own tenderness for yourself, you 
;et at the true feature. We should, roore- 
icourage our friends. You cannot, in one 
ten, go to a roan on a business of this na- 
thout offending him. He will allege such 
h excuses for the defect, and fritter it away 
ng. This shews the hypocrisy*— the false- 
he self-love — and the flattery of the heart, 
ideavor to conceal or palliate defects, in- 
' a desire to discover them, grows up with us 
fancy. There is something so deceitful in 
nan is brought to believe Ma own lie! He is 
stomed to hide himself from himself, that 
rprised when another detects and unmasks 
lazael verily believed himself incapable of 
jg what the prophet foreuAd. 
motives urge us to atteisiV^ ^ x«05S^c»^'^ 
^fects. Consider the \m^oTX«coo& ^ ^^^ 



acten be* who «»jft he cares not ftrnf 

of h(ia» U ob a.verjr low form ia |heaji({ 

periUnce and wIsdoBi: character aodp 



almbtt eversr thin^.' |t should be qenH 
how much we have smarted for wanli of 
to oar defects: fiineteen out of tweiitjr of j 
iiig timesy arise from this cause. 

lncoimteraclingo\ir defects* howerer» 
be cautiosis not to blunder by imitatilon 
There ace such men in the world as sw 
Oneof lheeejfiie& takes, up the history. < 
Loyola; atid Mthing seems worthy of h^ 
but to DO just such a man in' all the eztr 
of hb character and conduct. We sho 
tUl we find where our character faib, 
amend it^mot attempt to become anothi 
A wi 8-s man, who b seriously cooccri 
the truth respectmg iumsdf^ wiU not sp 
from a SooL The great men, who.lu 
Ihehr retinue, learnt more truth from 
from their companions. A real self-obs 
ask wliether there is any truth in whs 
says of him. Na^, a truth, that may be 
envy or anger, will not lose its weight 
The man, who is determined to find 
must bear to have it even beaten into hin 
ever found it by chance, oj "yawned it 
with a wish." When 1 was young, my i 
a servant whose conduct I thought trul} 
man was hired to brew; and this serva 
watch his method, in order to learn h 
the course of the process,something wasc 
she did not understand. She asked hi 
abused her with the vilest epidiets for 
ance and stupidity. My mother asked 
she related it* how she bore such sibnse. 
be caUedt** said she, "worse names a 

t/mes, for the sake of the viv{oTma.\\oTi ^ 

oatofbim.'' 
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in would seriously set himself to this work, 
retire from the crowd. He must not live 
itle. If he is always driving through the 
of the day, he will be so in harness as not 
e the road he is going, 
st place perfect standards before his eyes. 
an has his favorite notions; and, there- 
man is a proper standard. The perfect 
is only to be found in Scripture. Elijah 
lab, and holds up the perfect standard be- 
yes, till he shrinks into himself.* I have 
:at benefit in being sickened and disgusted 
: false standards of men. I turn, with 
convictions, to the perfect standard of 
^ord. 

uld also commune with his own heart ufion 
•'*How did I fall, at such or such a time, 
lecuUar humours! Had any other man done 
lid have lost my patience with him." 
all, he must make his defects matter of 
prayer— iSearcA me, O God, and know my 
y me, and know my thoughts: and aee if 
2ny wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
"laating. 



e to be estimated, as Johnson says, by the 
r CHARACTER. A block of tin may have 
f silver, but still it is tin; and a block of 
ly have an alloy of tin, but still it is silver, 
ss of Elijah's character was excellence; 
as not without the alloy. The mass of 
ai*acter was base; yet he had a portion of 
:h was directed by God to great ends, 
are made the same use of as scaffolds: 
employed as means to erect abuUji\sv^% 
are taken down and de^tto^t,^* 

♦l Kings xviu, \7,H^« 
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We mast make great allowance for const 
could name a man, who, though a good ma 
unguarded in his tongue than many immora 
shall I condemn him^ he breaks down 
almost here only. On the other hand* ma 
mild and gentle, as to make one wonder 
a character could be formed without true 
tering into its composition. 



God has given to every man a peculiar coi 
No man is to say **I am such or such a n 
can be no other^uch or such is my w: 
am what God made me." This is true, i: 
sense; but, in an unsound sense, it has 
foolishly and wickedly to charge their e 
ties, and even their crimes, on God. It 
man's duty to understand his own constitu 
to apply to it the rein or the spur, as it n 
All men cannot do, nor ought they to do, : 
in the same way, nor even the same thii 
there are common points of duty, on whicl 
of all habits are to meet. The free horse 
checked, perhaps, up- hill, and the sluggi 
be urged; but the same spirit, which wo 
exhausted itself before, shews itself proba 
sistance down-hill, when he feels the I 
press upon him behind— ^ut he must be 
out of lus resistance. 



There is a large class of Christians, who 

crimination ill religion. They are soun( 

cellent men, but they are not men of dee| 

ence. They are not men of Owen*s, Gilpir 

erford's, Adams's, or Brainerd's school. T 

a general, but not a m\tvute ^cc\wAuvtance, 

combat between sin and ^T«Lce\wX\v<t>ftai&.\ 

learnt not to bring deepVy exvw^^xvx: 
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►re such persons. They cannot understand 
n, but are likely to be distressed by them. This 
srence between persons of genuine piety arises 
a constitution— or from the manner in which 
grace of God first met them— or from the na- 
i and degree of temptation through which God 
led them. A mind finely constituted, or of 
ng passions— a mind roused in its sins, rather 
1 one drawn insensibly — a mind trained in a 
*re school for high services— is generally the 
ject of this deeply interior acqnamtance with 
gion. 

ERE is a great diversity of character among 
L Christians. Education, constitution, and cir* 
istances will fully explain this chversity. 
(e has seen but little of life, who does not dis- 
Q every where the efiects of education on 
1*5 opinions and habits of thinking. Two chil- 
n bring out of the nursery that, which displays 
If throughout their lives. And who is the man, 
t can rise above his dispensation, and can say 
M have been teaching me nonsense?" 
is to CONSTITUTION— look at Martin Luther: 
may see the man every day: his eyes, and nose, 
I mouth attest his character. Look at Melanc- 
n: he is like a snail with his couple of horns: he 
s out his horns and feels— and feels— and feels, 
education could have rendered these two men 
Le. Their difference began in the womb. Lu- 
r dashes in saying his things: Melancthon must 
round about— he must consider what the Greek 
s, and what the Syriac says. Some men arc 
n minute men — ^lexicographers— of a German 
iracten they will hunt through libraries to rec- 

a syllable. Other men are \iotxv \lr«cv ^"^ ^ 
or: they iiave a sharp, severe, sXxoti^ ^c>\^cci^^. 
cut every thing to pieces: lYveit mv^Aa ^^^^ ^^^^ 




a CUfc of instruments; touch wbiclvS 
woobda: ther crucify a modest man. H 
•hoald nhn K a right knowledge of chai 
the*. ttUined this, they would find out d 
tnOf baieta them. The greater the c 
■ath nen, the greater their crueltj-. T 
to blunt tfadr instruments. They ough 
dwin in K cue. Other men are ambitiou 
p<ntei: pride and power give a velocit 
motaoDa. Others are born with a quie 
mind. Bomc arc naturally fierce, and ( 
nraQjr niU And jilacnble. Men often tak 
Mira great credit for what they one < 
nature. If we would judge rightly, we 
that naiTowbess or expansion of mind, 
-ncM cr generosity, delicacy or boldness, 
of merit or demerit than we common!' 
them. ' . .' 

' CtHcVMiTAHCEi, alio, arc not i 
taken Into the account, when we ntinUK 
ter. Fgr example— we geDcialljr ceaaai 
forniera and'Puritana aa dogmatical,, iw 
tematic meo> But, it ia easier to w^k « 
than to form that road. Olher noa faJ 
VK Aarf entered into their labor*. In a I 
can walk abroad; bat, in a imgh and *tr 
I afaoidd find it another thing to turn caad 
dare all weathers, Theae men had te 
. burden and heat of the day; they had to fig 
bard times: they had to atand up ^;ainsi 
and power. Thdr times were not like m 
may now think what be will.and nobody c 
be thinkt. A man of that icbool waa, i 
atiff, ri^ unyielding. Tncktiey was cut 
Whidicot was for amoathing things, and 
abroad. We see circamstancei operaUn] 
other ways. A mituster aomaxiied, aid 
inao msnied, aiic vety diffexen^ man. > 
In a. (inail panab, and the same w.«a 
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where his sides are spurred and goaded, are 
lifferent men. A minister on tenter-hooks — 
ed«-schooled, and the same man nursed— 
led — put into a hot- house, are very different 
Some of us are hot-house plants. We grow 
3t better— not stronger. Talents are among 
cumstances which form the diversity of char- 

A man of talents feels his own powers, and 
\ himself into that line which he can pursue 
lOst success. Saurin felt that he could flour* 
ghten — thunder— enchant like a magician, 
one should seriously consider, how far his 

and turn of mind and circumstances drive 
t of the rig^t road. It is an easy thing for a 
' vigor to bring a quiet one before liis bar: 
s as easy for this quiet man to condemn the 
yet both may be really pious men — serving 
ith their best powers. Mvery man has hia 
rgifi of God$ one after thU manner^ and 
^rafter that. 



On the Fallen Nature of Man, 

yC to acquire little new knowledge on any 
, compared to that which I acquire concem- 
an. This subject is inexhaustible. I have 
•ead Colquhoun's Treatise on the "Police of 
:tropolis," and Barruel's "Memoirs of Jaco- 
" When we preachers draw pictures of 
nature in the pulpit, we are told that we 
liate it. Calumniate it!— Let such censurers 
ese writers, and confess that we are novices 
ting the vices of the heart All of us live to 
liscoveries of the evils of the heart— not of 
:ues. All our new knowled^ i^li YwNxxsiaj^ 
\soccupitd. with its evil. 




■»■ i. 
BAftTMOLOXBlr Fairii oneoftlirwHigl 

hOiitioiis of imrestrafeed IwmaB BttfeMMI 
world. ,Tlw mookef , the tif^rtiitfsiIlM 

«id Uie goat, tfe 001 Qidy to te tetfiiM 
tnit in numao form; with mil tfadv.;^ 
btatality, and filtldneas. It dBaplagfvlivVM 
in its moat degraded, ridicolous, and aha« 
tioos. The tigermayheaaen inaqviMC 
if we pass through Dyot street: be^oodli 
hehlinks. But, at Bartholomew fidr, he ii 
—vigorooa— fierce. Paasng tlinmgb a ' 
eoontry town, I witnessed a moat jnatiiinti 
Two n^thered, weather-beafea wittd: 
standing at tlie door oC a siiow*-caBt».|Md 
two-pences from sweety ijMiocent,jrffM^ 
S^rls, who paid their money, a»d>i<dnip| 
curtnes^ while these wretches smilcd^at^ 
pUcity, and clapped them on the b^ck ai 
tered tibie door. What a picture this of JS 
sets oflTliis shows, and draws in heedless c 
and takes from them every thing they h 
about tliem! There was a fellow dressed: 
zany, with a hump back and a hunp 
leng^thened nose, and a lengthened chin.. 
a dqith dF degradation must human naton 
to seek such resources! I derived morek 
from this scene, than i could hare done fr 
elaborate theological treatises. 

View man on whatever side wecan*^-in I 
alities, or in his ferocities— in the sins of 
or in the sins of his spirit:— catch him w 
where you will-^ig copdidon is di 
While he is sunk in the mass himself^ t 
perception of his state: but, when he i 
emerge, he looks down with amasement. 
but little^ however, of Its «biQn»3n»:C\»\c, Vi 
iia« stOi an affinity with tYie evW 
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KAN nature is like the sea, which gains by the 
' of the tide in one place, what it has lost by the 
In another. A man may acquiesce in the 
|K>d which God takes to mortify his pride; but 
% in danger of growing proud of the mortifica- 
: and so in other cases. 



On the JSTeed of Grace. 

£^RE is something so remarkable in the genius 
spirit of the Gospel, that it is not to be under- 
d by any force of speculation and investigation! 
ter attempted this method, and found it vain, 
i state of the heart has the chief influence, in 
search after truth. Humility, contrition, sim- 
Lty, sanctity— these are the handmaids of the 
srstanding in the investigation of religion. 

m is it that some men labor in divine things 
Lt and day, but labor in vain^ How is it that 
L can turn over the Bible from end to end, to 
)ort errors and heresies-*absurdities and bias- 
mies? They take not the spirit with the 
i D . A spiritual understanding must be given — 
'acious perception — a right taste. 

VERY extraordinary thing," said one, **if I, 
I have read the Bible over and over in the orig- 
languages — ^have studied it day and night—- and 
g written criticisms and comments on it: a very 
:*aordinary thing that I should not be able to 
over that meatning in the Scriptures, which is 
. to be so plain that a way-faring man though a 
shall not err in discovering \tV* Kx\j\ «o '\x. *^ 
aordiaary till w^ open tbisBVbXe; «?A ^««^ 



ri> 
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we lee the fact explained.' t^m Mi0*. 
proachet the word of God in lurdin|iili| 
notflnd what the IM dialt ^wanst^ 
teachinif of divhie wi^dohi: ForUk «iltl 
de9tny the wUdcm qf the wUt.iUd wM 
nothing the undentanmng qftkefUHSetOA 
hath choien the /bolUh thing9 ^ i^mA 
Jbundthe vriee. " '-"J 



GoD»m hb ptovideiice« aeemttailMlpe 

oount of the measores and ocmttinMBi « 

accomplithiQg his dengnt. He wiS'do i 

and hit hand will be teen fai the doing el 

are obUged to wait for the tide* Whenil 

and die wind teU hi fidr, kt lia iMiit^ 

When the tide hasleftashipcintlMKiefai 

may attempt to move it m Tidn; -biktvHM 

floated by the water, a small force m^fwi^ 

roust wait for openings in Providence; ■ b 

I view the darkness of the heathen wortA 

follow every apparent leading of 9r&ik 

our endeavors to commanicate uebt tn^ 

but, stilly the openmg and the whole wtDCfc 

of God. Thousands, indeed* hear 4ie Qm 

are no more impressed by it than thonajKlfl 

heathens. The minds of tome men wif -il 

were a regular blockade, and yet jMdti 

blow— 4it unchanged under a tearcfaJn^ 

and yet fall beneath a casual word. lib 

cases. We might account, indeed^ for 

some measure, as philosophers. The mlo 

plants itself against and repels the fort 

avowed attacks of the preacher^ may be i 

bv a hint addressed, peniaps, to anotnei*: ;; 

all, the whole work is of God. We may m 

littie, therefore, of the ve\i\cAe, TWt wm 

fKaoti of' meii--liiLe Andis^ioaV^Ti c& ^Ogumv 

the mighty power of God— «LTe aVwwy ^ « 
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f the same. By whatever vehicle God conveys 
: mighty energy, which disposes, man to find the 
ef of his wants in the Gospel, he still is the 
>ker. It is a divine operation of God's Holy 
tit. If God would raise up heathen princes 
1 the spirit of Peter the Great, or Kouli Khan, 
. send tbem forth under the powerful influence 
Christianity to proselyte their subjects, we might 
lect the end to be accomplished: but this is a 
cme suited to our littleness, and not to Him, 
jse thoughts are not as our thoughts^ and whose 
f9 are not as our ways, 

sA'DY proposed to me a case, which seemed to 
to deode against those views of religion called 
ngelicaL She knew a most amiable girl, who 
I respectfttl and attentive to her parents, and 
t^;ing and lovely to all connected with her: who 
:, however, no objection to seeing a play; an ~ 
. certainly nothing of that, which she knew 
old call religion: but she asked if I could believeU i 
t God would condemn such a character to ever-(jf « 
ing misery. Many persons view things in this/* 
r. They set themselves up to dictate to Godl 
It should be done, on points which he only canJ 
srmine. If these persons are ever cured of this] 
, it must probably be in some such way as thatj • 
which it pleased God to teach Job. Job could | 
irt his integrity and his character against the 
lunents of his friends; but, when God asked 
\ere wast thou, when I laid the foundations of 
earth? Job prostrates his soul with this declar- 
o— -/ have heard of thee with the hearing of the j 
. but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore ijf 
or myself and refient in dust and ashes. t^ 

'R r thinking man nvill look ro\m^\v\m,^V^^'^^ 
:ts on his sitimtioQ ia this worVd-, ^tv^n^*^^^^ 
J6 
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*'What will meet my case? What Is it that ] 
What will satisfy me? I lool^ at the « lea- 
see Ahab, in the midst of all his riches, i 
heart for a garden of herbs! I see Dive^ a 
his wealthy lifting up his eyes in hell, and I 
for a drop Qf water to cool the rage of his 
ings! I see the rich fool summoned away* 
very moment when he was exulting in his 1 
If I lool; ^t the WISE— I see Solomon, with 
wisdom, acting like a fool; and I l^npw, th 
possessed all his wisdom, were I left to m 
should act as he did. I see Ahithophel, v 
his policy, hanging himself for vexation! li 
to men of PLEASuREr-I see that the very 
all pleasure is, that it is Satan's bed into wl 
casts his slaves! 1 see Esau selling his birtl 
for a mess of pottage! I see Solomon, aft^r 
enjoyments, leaving his name a scandal 
church to the latest age! If I think of ^c 
take a walk in Westminster Abbey— there is 
of all inquiry. There I walk among the 
dead! There is the winding up of human 
'And what remsuns of the greatest man of m] 
try?— A boasting epitaph! None of these 
then, can satisfy me! I must 'meet death- 
meet judgment— I must meet God— I inu; 
eternity! 



On the Occasions of Enmity against Chris 

THE cause of enmity ag^nst real Christian 

the heart. The angel Gabriel might exhi 

truth, but the heart would rise in enmity. ''. 

pose that there is any yr^y of preaching the • 

as not to offend the world, is to know not 

the subject. 

Inhere are many occasions, Vvowe-ver^ of 

forth this enmity. Atiy maw^^Vvo s\laQ^! 

'Tie, would put me to p^o; Wt >^ -wwkVi 
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jravate my pain, if he rudely tore my skin, 
casions may render the reception of that truth 
rally impossible, which, under the most favor- 
e circumstances, is received with difiSculty. 
'gn ORANGE, in ministers, is an occasion of ex- 
ing enmity against Christianity. A man may be- 
.y ignorance on almost every subject, except the 
y of salvation. But if others see him to be a 
I off his own ground, they will think him a foot 
that ground. It is a great error to r^ against 
man learning, so as to imply an undervaluirijg 
knowledge. A man may have little of what is 
led learning, but he must have knowledge, 
nyan was such a man. 

Religious profession was, at first a conflict-* 
sacrifice: now it is become a trade. The 
rid sees this spirit pervade many men: and it is 
^at occasion of enmity. Men of learning and 
iracter have confirmed this impression: they 
re brought out this mischief, and exhibited it to 
world. Let any man look into Warburton*s 
octrine of Grace," and he may sit down and 
ider that God should su£kr such occasions of 
nity to arise. 

Fanatical times furnish another occasion, 
e days of Cromwell, for instance. The great 
my of godliness will never want instruments to 
ke the best of such subjects of ridicule. As 
g^ as such a book as Butler's Hudibras is in the 
rld» it will supply occasions of enmity against 
1 religion. 

In UNHOLY, INSOLENT PR0F£SS0R OF RELI- 

>N occasions enmity. He scorns and insults 
nkind. His spirit is such as to give them occa- 
I of contemning the truth which he professes* 
B world will allow some mou to c«\\ Hx v^ >^ 
nt- they will feel a weigYit oi cV^t^^^k^ ^ '^ 
- and Just inao. 
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EccBNtRiciTT, in reCgMXiB meoj Is MM 
occadon of enmity. Ask an eccentric iiiao»«:^ 
tion: he will stare in yoar foce, and look insmt^ 
itual. I knew one of these men who calkd w 
a farmer as he was passing, *TarmeH WhllA 
you know of Jesus Chr»t?** Much spiriti^fll 
lurks under thb conduct. There Is want ^Mf< 
ing and good sense. The world is led^lH 
wrong associadonS' by such characters: ''Hsi^ 
makes a man a fool, or road: therefijre I will i 
become reUgious.** 

Injudicious PRSAcatHG Increases the oflfi 
of the cross. Strange interpretations of Scr^M* 
ludicrous comparisons^silly stories— talkluf wM 
out chink]tag:---these are occasions of ennqiiyr o 

The LOOSE AVD IITDISGRXBT COWMMZr 

professing Chiisdans, particularly of mlaisianb 
another occasion. Tl^ world looks nt mfaE^s^fSS 
of the pulpit, to know what they mean when % it 
An osTSiTTATious SPIRIT lu a prolessor 
religion does great injury-^that giving stK that < 
is some great one. Even a child will often dete 
this spirit, when we thmk no one discovers it. ' 

The MANNER OF CONDUCTING THE Dlt 
TIONAL PART OF PUBLIC SERVICE tt SQBB 

times offensive. It is as much as to say, **we m» 
nothing by this service,* Have patience, and f 
shall hear me!" 

Slighting the offence of irregvla 
ITY has done much harm. It was a wise reply oi 
Spanish minister to his king: *'Omit tlds alBi 
it is but a ceremony!"— *'A ceremony! Why t 
King is a ceremony!" 

Good men have given occasion of cffisnce < 

MAINTAINING SUSPICIOUS CONNEXIONS. TbC 

is a wide diflference between my not harassing ai 
exposing a doubtful characteT^ «lu4 my indm 
and autheaUcsLtmj^ him. 

*Bxoduft iM» ^. 
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•ONTEMPT OF MEN's PREJUDICES OF EDIHSA' 

»K will ofiend. It was not thus with St. Paul: 
»s made all things to all men, that I might by all 
tns save some* 

L WANT OF THE SPIRIT 07 THE CROSS IN 

I PROFESSORS increases the offence of the 
ss — ^that humility, patience, and love to souls, 
ich animated Christ when he offered himself on 

cross for the sins of the world. 
L^hese are some of the stumbling-blocks in the 
y of the world. And woe unto the worldy says our 
rd, because of offences J /or it must needs be that 
fnces eome^ but woe unto him by whom the offence 
neihl £very man, who is zealous for the diffii- 
[) of true religion, should keep his eye on all 
^asions of offence, since religion, of itself and in 
own native beauty, has to encounter the natural 
nity of the degenerate heart. 

On Religious Retirement. 

is diiTicult to speak on the subject of religious 
TiREMENT. I am fully persuaded that most 
igious tradesmen are defecUve in this duty, those 
>ecially in this great city. I tell every one of 
:m so with whom I am intimately acquainted,and 
:y all contest the point with me. 
Yet there are some considerations, which, in my 
n private judgment concerning the thing, lead 

to think that the religion of a great city is to be 
wed in an aspect of its own. I say not this to 
se men whom I see endangered by the spirit of 
h a place. Give them an inch, and they will 
e an ell. But I learn from it to aim at possibili- 
», and not to bend the bow till it breaks. 

say, every where and to all— ^'You must hold 
srcourse with God, or your sowV vi>\\ ^\^. X^». 
St walk with God, or Satan V\a.vi«MB.^*v\5ft.^^^^ 

must grow in grace^ or vovi •^'iSVVaafe*'^''- ^2» 
*i6 
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you cannot do tliis, but by appropriating 4 
ject a due portion of your time, and diu| 
ploying suitable means/' But* havings 
leave it. I cannot limit and define to sue 
exact way in which they must apply tl 
cipleSf but the principles themselves I 
What I ought to do myself under my circu 
I know; and what I ought to do were I : 
seem now to know: but what I really 
were I in trade, I know not; and» becaus 
it not, I am afraid, in teUing another man 
how he ou^ht to apply this principle, tha 
acthypocnticaUy andpharis^cally. Stat< 
of retirement ought to be appointed and : 
observed, but the time and the measure c 
tirement must be left to a man's own judg 
conscience. 

I am restrained from dc^matizing on tl 
by reflecting on the sort of religion whicli 
fact to be best suited to human nature 
especially to human nature harassed, 
loaded, and urged as it is in this great cii 

But I am restrained also by aaothei 
atioD.— Difference of character seems t^ 
holy variety on the operation of religious 
Some men live in a spirit of prayer, 
scarcely able to <fix themselves steadi 
solemn act of prayer. Our characters ai 
our own, that if a man were to come into 
in order to form himself on my model, ai 
tate me for a month, it might seriously i 
I liave a favorite walk of twenty steps in 
and chamber: that walk is my oratory: 
pother man were obliged to walk as he 
is very probable he could not pray at all. 

In defining the operation of religious p 

fl/n afraid of becoming au Mbert Dure 

Duller gave rules for iortum^ vVv^ V^ici<t05 

tnan. He marked and deftned »\X \.\v^ x 
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tions. Albert Durcr*s man became the mo- 
jerfection in every Academy in Europe: and 
very Academy in Europe has abandoned it» 
e no such figure was ever found in nature. I 
aid of reducing the variety, which, to a ccr- 
gree* may be ofGod*s own forming, to my no- 
• perfection. "You must maintain and cul- 
a spirit of devotioa"— I say to all: "but be 
ges, as conscientious men, of the particular 
suited to your circumstances." 
SPIRIT of devotion should be our great aim. 
re, indeed, bdried in sense, and cannot pos^ 
ittain or improve this spirit, but by proper 
; yet these means are to be adapted and varied 
racterand situation. 

[UST walk with God. In some way or other, 
ver be my character or profession, I must 
•e the holy habit of connecting every thing 
>asses in my house and affairs, with God. If 
ss or health visit my family, my eye must see 
y heart must acknowledge the hand of God 
1. Whether my affairs move on smoothly or 
lly, God must be acknowledged in them. If 
lit of my house or come into it, I must go 
d come in as under the eye of God. If I ain 
led in business all day long, I must still have 
ory of God in my view. If I have any affair 
insact with another, I must pray that God 
be with us in that afikir, lest we should blun^ 
nd injure and ruin each other." 
s is the language of a real Christian. But, 
d of such a spirit as this among the great body 
lesmen professing themselves religious— what 
see but a driving, impetuous pursuit, of the 
! — and, in this pursuit, not -eldom— mean^ 
ispicious, yea immoral practices! 
I once went to a friend for th^ e^^Tt-sa V^^- 
f c^Ung him out into tVie -wotVOu \^^>^ 
*It is your duty to accept t\v^ Vwav^ ^WP 
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thoatand poands, and to posh jfiMNMiCljl 
aa ampler sphere." But he was i^ jngm 
and bis case was rare. Hb employats 
mVe are ashamed yon sbould reoMfai ani 
Tant in our house, with the whole wtS^ 
on you. We wish you to'enler as a pnp 
lis, and will advance yoa ten thonawdi 
is the eostom of the city— jt kyinr^ 
dissatisfied to see jrouinyourpxeieatiS 
ftssared him that it appeared to nn^ t^ : 
to accede to the proposaL But I4di4^ 
He sMd-»"Sir, I have often heai^ trm 
it is no easy tl^ng* to g^et to heaven, I 
h«BLrd from you that it is no ea^ thiai 
the world.' I have every thin^ I wi 
would encumber me— increase my ^IM^ 
endanger me.** 

Solitude shews us what we should I 
shews us what, we are. Yet, in the tli 
tude shews us our true character bettei; 
eiety. A man in hi^ closet will find nsitxi 
herself forth in actings, which the pi 
others would restrain nim from brinnnj 
effect. Slie schemes and she wishes^hei 
reserve. She is pure nature. An enligjl 
vigilant self-observer is surprised and als 
puts himself on his guard. He goes fof 
into the world. But society shews him 
ture is practically evil, llie circumstan< 
day as they arise carry him away. If 
abstract himself, and follow the actimpi 
iniud with an impartial eye, he could n 
himiielf to be the man who had entered 
world with such holy resolutions. 

Rmcollectiov is the life o? reVx^sisKi. 
tTAii wanes to know no iieiw tbm^^ \j» 
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^ elevated more ?ibove the world by secluding 
tJf^M from it as much as his duties will allow, 
fe religion may effect this its great end by bring- 
SBllts sublime hopes and prospects into more steady 
E«i on the mind. 



^ 



^ow not how it is, that some Christians can 
fee so little of recollection and retirement. I 
fe the spirit of the world a strong assimilaUng 
kiciple. I find it hurrying my mind away in its 
^tex, and sinking me among the dregs and filth » 
carnal nature. Even my ministerial employ- V; 
aits would degenerate into a mere following of ^ 
trade and crying of my wares. I am obliged to ^ 
lidraw myself regularly, and to say to my heart 
/hat are you doing?— Where are you?** 

On a Sfliricual Mind. 

•• Owen says, it a man of a carnal mind 
lught into a large company, he will have mu< 
do: if into a company of Christians, he will fee] 
le interest: if into a smaller company engaged ii 
igious exercises, he will feel still less: but ii 
:en into a closet and forced to meditate on Gc^ 
d eternity, this will be insupportable! 
rhe spiritual man is bom, as it were, into a ne) 
>rld. He has a new taste. He savors the things 
the Spirit* He turns to God» as the needle to 
: pole. 

rhis is a subject of which many can understand 
t little. The^ want spiritual taste. Nay they ac- 
int it enthusiasm, bishop Horsley will go all 
i way with Christians into their principles: but he 
nks the feelings and desires of a spiritual mind 
* h usiastic a 1 

There are various CH ABACT^^\^'^\^^ ^^ ^ 
itual mindi, 



gII'^'%"^ too, A ^ . - , . *^ 

"»««> feeb d«^ °<«' •MKt tlietii-?>«» 
fw the d«»_j!r*T' He kwfcT!! S?»t'*= 



A spiritual mind ;. "^^^pJifto 



Bemains of Mn CedL 191 

^his spiritual mind isasuBLiME mind. It 

Vast and extended view. It has seen t\\e 
%iid beauty of Christ, and cannot therefore 
^ the goodly buUdinmt of the temple: as Christ, 
frenelon, had seen nis Father's tiouset and 

Hot therefore be taken with the glory of th^ 
Ky structure! 

"^td urge young persons, when they are stag^ 
L by the conversation of people of the world, to 
- on the characteristics of a spiritual mind. 
*ou aannot answer their arguments, yet mark 

spirit: and mark what a contrary spirit that is 
b you are called to cultivate." 
Mre are various AiEANS of maintaining and 
> oting a spiritual mind. Beware of saying coU'> 
Wi% this or that evil, /« U not a little one? Mucl^ 
nds on mortifying the body. There are silent 
.hes which the flesh will steal on us: — the tem« 
I too apt to rise: the tongue will let itself loose: 
nagination, if liberty is given to it, will hurry 
ray. Vain company will injure the mind: car- 
professors of religion especially will lower its 

we catch a contagion from such men. Mis- 
oymcat of time is injurious to the mind: when 
2ting, in illness, on my past years, I have 
id back with s6lf- reproach on days spent in my 
: I was wading through history, and poetry, 
lonthly journals; but I was in my study! Another 
B trifling is notorious to all observers: but 

am / doing?— Nothing, perhaps, that has a 
ence to the spiritual good of my congregation! 
not speak against a chastized attention to liter- 
% but the abuse of it. Avoid all idleness: 
vise thyself unto godUneat; plan for God. 
are of temptation: the ipind, wliich has dwelt , 
nfiil objecte, will be in darkness for days. As- ^ 
.te with spiritually-miiided men*. \!kieN«rf «i-^\. 
j^oad maot thougl;^ he saya notViixv^^ ViM T^%ce<^ 
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the soul. Contemplate Christ: h^vaachb. 
inent and prayer: btudy the honor and glloiyfll 
Master. 



On Decltimon in Religknu 

A CHRISTIAN may decline far in religiflDtV 
being suspected. He may maintain appeu 
Every thing seems to others to go on wd 
suspects himself: for it requires ^p«tt lak 
maintain appearances: especially m a iri 
Discerning hearers will, however, often dew 
declensions. He talks over his old roattir 
says his things, but in a cold and unfeeling n 
He is sound, indeed, in doctrine; periiui 
sound than before; for there is a great teMT 
soundness of doctrine, when appearances ivi 
kept up in a declining state of the heart. 

Where a man has real grace, it may be pi 
dispensation toward him that he is sunered 
dine. He walked carelessly. He was left 
dine, that he might be brought to feel bis i 
vigilance. If he is indulging a besetting sisi 
])lease God to expose him, especially if he is 
spirited man, that he may hang down his \ 
long as he lives. He acted thus toWard Di' 
Hezekiali. But this is pulling down, in oi 
build up ag^ain. 

riie CAUSES of a dedine m religion she 
remarked. 

The WORLD has always much to do in r 
declension. A minister is tempted, peril 
sacrifice every thin^ to a name. If any API 
IS suffered to prevail, it will stupify the mine 
ion is an abstract and elevated a£fair: "Phe 
life i» above to the wise, to depart from hell < 
Keeping on good terms with thos 
arsPJECT us,is asnare. A. s^^c\i\*K'TV« 
f*F 311KD is a snare: it leads tg xXv^^ e-oil 
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^eUef^which defiarts from the living God, Vain 
M'FXDENCE thinks himself in no danger: he knows 
t truth: he can dispute for the truth: "What 
^uld we fear?" Why, that we have no fear. Tri- . 
XNG WITH CONSCIENCE, is a snare: no man in- 
Lgea himself in any thing which his conscience 
I3 him ought not to be done, but it will at length. 
t^v away his spirituality of mind. 
Fhe SYMPTOMS of a religious decline are 
any: — 

When a. minister begins to depart from God» 
id to lose a spiritual mind, he becomes fond 
►aiETiMEs OF genteel COMPANY, who Can 
tertain him, and who know how to respect his 
aracter! This genteel spirit is suspicious: it. is 
sociated with pride and delicacy,, and a love of 
«e: in short, it is the spirit of the world. It is the 
:verse of condescending to mean things: it is the 
iVerse of the spirit of our Master. 
It is a symptom of decline, when a man will un- 

KCESSARILT EXPOSE THE IMPERFECTIONS 

S" THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. "Such a man,*' he 
ill say, **is fond of praying; but he is fond of 
ipney." This is the very opposite spirit to that of 
»t. Paul, who speaks even weefiing of those who 
imd earthly things, 

A VIOLENT SECTARIAN SPIRIT iS a sigU of 

eligious declension. Honest men stand firm for 
be vitals of religion. If the mind were right, the 
ircumstantials of religion would not be made mat- 
srs of fierce contention. The spirit of St. Paul was 
f another kind. Iff meat make my brother to offend^ 
'will eat no meat while the world standeth^ lest I 
take my brother to offend-^One believeth that hp 
\ay eat all things: another^ who is weak^ cdteth 
trbs. Let not him, that eatethy despise him that 
itcth not; andht not him^ wfiich eatcihTW\> jw.^^^ 
m CAae eateth, 

a 
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prcacliing, which searches and 

ian and tegal. Hast thovfvund 

Why shoi, -^ hequarrel with the truth? If tlii 

truth is delivered in its just proportions, ' ' 

Is with Go';! 
Stupidity UNDER CHASTISEMENT proves 

miin to \x under declension. He is not disposed' 
ask, WheTrfare dvit thou contend mlh me? He.._ 
kicking againul theftricks. He is atrictm, but hat 
not grieved. He is chaillscd, aa a bullock 
cuilomed lo ike yoke. 

Sttch a man, too, has often aRiGH MIKC Hei 
nnhumbled — boasting — stout- hearted. He isread^ 
to censure every one but himself. 

Unnkckssahy occupation is another cvidencB. 
of declension. Some men are unavoidab^ nuCtl 
engaged in the world: to such men God vtitj giT4 
especial grace, if they seek it; and they shall mab-~ 
tain a spirit of devotion even in the bustle and oc^' 
ciipation of their nfeirs. But some men vsUlte 
rirh, and therefore fall into temfitaiion 
they will have shops in different pans of the 
they say they do not feel this affect their ' 
state; but I cannot believe them; a man is 
from Godbeforc he enters on such schemes: 
itual and devout man will generally find the haloL 
in whicti 1ie is alceady engaged a sufiicient ant 
In short, the symptoms may bethi»or that, 
the disease is a dead palsy. Efi/iraim!- ' '' 
mixed himself among Ihe fieo/ile: M/iAraim 
not turned. Strangers have devoured hit atrea^ 
and he kno-ateth it not: yea gray hairs are here 
there vfion him, yet he knovxth it not. 
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"^z a Christian** cusociating with Ireeli^out 
Peraofu for their Good, 

E^IST is an example to us of entering into 
&d eociety. But our imitation of him herein 
!% admit of restrictions. A feeble man must 
ki danger. If any one could go into society 
'bnst aid, then let him go; let him attend mar* 
;e-feasts and Pharisees* houses, 
duch depends on a Christian's observing his call 
kie openings which Providence may make before 
n. It is not enough to say that he frequents 
3lic company in order to retard the progress of 
li. 

But, when in company oi people of the world, 
! should treat them kindly and tendei'ly-*-with 
Jing and compassion. They should be assisted, 
iiey are inclined to receive assistance. But if a 
iristian falls into the society of a mere worldling, 
nust be like the meeting of two persons in raiui— 
iv will part as soon as possible. If a man loves 
in company, it is an evil symptom, 
[t is a Christian's duty to maintain a kind inter- 
irse, if practicable* with his relatives. And he 

St DULY APPRECIATE THEIR STATElifllOt 

igious, they cannot see and feel and taste his en- 
ments: they accommodate themselves to him, 
1 he accommodates himself to tUem. It is much 
uatter of accommodation on both sides. 

\V01J> DISGUSTING SUCH FRIENDS UNNECES- 

aiLT. A precise man» for instance, must be 
mored. Your friends set down your religion, 
rhapt, as a case of humor. 
[Cultivate good sense. If your friends per- 
ve you weak in any part of your views and coU" 
:t, they will think you weak m your religion. 
\vojD VAIN jangling. There \& a.^'^^ans^vsck 
9ucb friends to avoid importax\t «jwi \i«iOsv«v'S^ 
^/i. Jf you WILL converse ^\\.Vv ^ciwi cssa. ^is>ft 
cct of religion, they wUV ot^iwi ciua»»x« ^ 
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He took it to pieces and put it together 
twenty times. No manner of defect was to 
covei4d, and yet t1\e watch went intolenb 
last it struck him, that, possibly, the balano 
might have been near a magnet. On ap{ 
needle to it, he found his suspicions trae. 
was all the mischief The steel wortL in tb 
parts of the watch had a perpetual infiaem 
motions; and th6 watch went as well as ] 
"with a new wheel. If the soundest mindb 
34ET1ZED by any predilection, it must act 
larly. 

Prejudice is often the result of such stroi 
ciationsi that it acts involuntarily, in spite 
viction and resolution. The first step toi 
eradication, is the i>ersevering habit of pre 
it to the mind in its true colors. 

If a man will look at most of his prejudices, 
liud that they arise fi-om his field of vie« 
necessarily narrow, like the eye of the fly. 
have but little better notions of the whole 
of things, as has been well said, than a fl) 
pavement of St. Paurs cathedral can have 
■whole structure, lie is offended, therefore, 
equalities whicli are lost in the grand desigc 
persuasion will fortify him against many ii 
iuid troublesome prejudices. 

Just judgment depends on the simplicity 
strength of the mind. The eye winch co 
perfect idea of the scene to the miild, roust 
clouded and strong. If the mental eye be 
gle, the judgment wWV be vja.r^e<i \i>j ««» 
Jnean, and selfish iutcrcsvs; avw\, \^ \x. >a^ i 
^Icofa y,h]r and ciistiintYAU?;e,\.Vvc C^^cv^' 
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md imperfect. For example: a man, 'with 
I these failiDgs, will be likely to blind his 
m the cotivictioD, that would dart on him, 
! places a son or a friend in any sphere of 
?, BECAUSB he is his son or his friend; 
single or a strong eye would shew him, that 
"ests of religion and truth required him to 
some other person. The mind must be 
bove the petty interests and affairs of life, 
'sue supremely the glory of God and the 



kinds are so diseased, that they can see an 
ily in that light, in which passion or predi- 
irst presented it, or as it appears on the 
The essence, the truth of the thing, 
nust give character to the whole, and on 
ill just decision must depend, may lie be- 
le surface, and may be a nice affair. But 
nds cannot enter into it. It is as though I 
ry to convince such persons— -allowing me 
pineal gland is the seat of the soul — that, 
r fair and perfect the form, the man wanted 
nee of his being, in wanting that apparently 
cant part of his body. Such men would 
ere is a striking and perfect form — all parts 
monious — ^life animates the frame — ^thc ma- 
ays admirably— what has this little insig- 
member to do with it?'* And yet this is the 
1 and characterizing part of the man. 



man has a peculiar turn of mind, which 
coloring and tin|;e to his thoughts. I have 
arljr detected this in myself vj\\.Vv x^^'^^^x.xa 
&LiT^ I have such an '\mmcd\aXfc n\^^ ^'^ 
ng in them, that all the ^re^x. tjvckv^ ^^^^ 
± a noise aad bustle on the stexve, ^^^^ ^^ 
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me like so many mere puppets. God .: 
them alli to effect His own designs. Tfa 
advance a step, whither He does not 
stand a moment* where he does not pb 
Now this is a view of things, which it it 
lege to take as a Christian. But the evil 
I dwell so much on tiie view of the mattei 
the turn of my mind leads me, that I foi 
times the natural tendencies of things, 
all things, tmt not sq as to destropr the 
tendencies. They are good or evil, ace 
their own nature; not according to the 
He makes of them. 



Thk mind has a constant tendency ti 
itself to the sentiments and cast of thin 
which tt is chiefly conversant, either am 
or men. If the influence remain und 
grows soon into an inveterate habit of 
Even if it be detected, it is the most dill 
in the world to bring back the mind to t 
ard, especially if there be any thing in its 
tion which assimilates itself to the err 
once much in the habit of reading the my 
ters: a book of Dr. Owen's clearly con\ 
that they erred: yet I found my mind eve 
toward them, and winding round like t 
bowl. I saw clearly the absurdity of the 
their view of them, and yet I was ever 
**self annihilation" dec: and am not even 
the thing. 



On the Character of St, Pau 

I DELIGHT to coi\tje\np\ax.^ %x.. l^^vsV 
pointed pattern. Men xm^VvX. \v«kNt c^\i 
propriety of urging on tYvetn \.Yv<i^^Mr 
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might have said that we are necessarily in dis- 
ir circumstances. But St. Paul stands up in 
:a8e with ourselves— a model of ministerial 
:s. 

.* consider him, perhaps, in point of character, 
the immediate subject of extraordinary in- 
ion, than he was in reality. And this mistake 
s our view of him in two different ways. 
i. suppose, at one time, that his virtues were 
ich the effect of extraordinary communica- 
that he is no proper model for us; whereas 
is no farther ntted to his circumstances than 

Christian has warrant to expect to be, so far 
i circumstances are similar, 
another time, perhaps, though we acknowl- 
and revere his disting;uislied character, yet 
iew of his virtues is exalted beyond due meas- 

We should remember, that, as he was fitted 
is circumstances; so he was, in a great degree, 
i by them. Many men are, doubtless, executing 
appointed task in retirement and silence, who 
1 unfold a character beyond all expectation, if 
idence were to lead them into a scene where 
rorld rose up in arms, and they were sent forth 
t under a clear conviction of an especial mis- 

The history of the church seems to shew us 
:he effects of grace, ordinary or extraordinaiy, 
been the same in all ages. 

>eaking of St. Paul, it has been usual to magnify 
:aming, among the many other great qualities 
ti he possessed. That point seems never to 
been satisfactorily made out. He was an 
ated Pharisee; but, farther than this, I think we 
ot go. His quotations from the Greek Poets 
lot evidences of even a school-bosj'^ Vt'KrNcwsg^ 
r day; for we forget^ vfYieu vi^ v«\>s. ^'^ sxvc\sw> 
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that he was a Roman quoting < 
see any thing more in his famo 
Areopagus, so often produced a! 
subject, than the line of argumen* 
and energetic mind would lead hi 
his talents, indeed, he rises almo 
tion: but they were talents of a c 
the very display which we have 
strong corroborative proof, that 1 
sider^ as a profoundly learned 
For instance, had he studied A 
have been almost impossible bi 
caught some influence, which we 
in his writings. But there is not 
logical, metaphysical character 
which yet ha(d Uien giiiren the 1 
science and philosophy. Insteai 
tyery where the copious, diflfusivi 
cursive; but sublime, and wise, a 



These is a true apostolicism it 
St. Paul. It is a combination of 2 

The zeal of some men is of a hi 
ferocious character. They have 
but they mount the pulpit like pr 
with them a perpetual scolds 'i 
preach to the Gospel. It is not 
Christ. He seems to have labor 

But there is an opposite extn 
some men is all milk and mild 
much delicacy, and so much fai 
touch with such tenderness! — a 
shrinks, they will touch no mo; 
too flagrant for such a dispositior 
sometimes preached in this way, 
agree with the preacher. He gi 
he does no good!*. 
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ut St. Paul UDited and blended love and zeal. 
MUST win souls: but he will labor to do this by- 
possible lawful €ontrivatlce3. / am made aU 
g9 to all men^ that I migkt by all meani save 
?. 2ieal, alone, may degenerate into ferocious- 
» and brutality; and love, alone, into fastidious* 

and delicacy: but the apostte combined both 
ities;aDd, more perfectly than other men, real- 

the union of theydr/ir^r in re with the ntavUer 
\odo* 



Miscellanies, 

E Moravians seem to have very nearly hit on 
Istianity. The)' appear to have found out what 
of a thing it is— -its quietness— meekness— pa* 
:e— spirituality— heavenliness—4ind order. But 
' want fire. A very superior woman among 
n once said to me— that there wanted another 
jy the character of which should be combined 
1 the Moravians and the Methodists. The 
*avians have failed in making too little of 
kching; as the Methodists h&ve done, in making 
much of it. 



s grandest operations, both in nature and in 
;e, are the most silent and imperceptible. The 
low brook babbles in its passage, and is heard 
very one: but the coming on of the seasons is 
t and unseen. The storm rages and alarms; 
its fury is soon exhausted, and its efiects are 
ial and soon remedied: but the dew, though 
le and unheard, is immense in quantity^ and 
irery life of large portions oi X\ie ^wVJcw. K^^ 
? are pictures of the operations ol ^«tf:^>*^»>^0&^ 
^b and ia the soul. 
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t^&a Hrise ^ " "<>es more for Vl 
,««a«on,, often P^Pneties «wd*^ 

■The state of ^i, * STeater m„... 

''« reads from Genp? '"*^ St. P^o,..* ^ 
scription of »K ^'^''eas to Revolt** • * 

«<=«=iu«"of f hhr^^** "f S?P°"- . 
'e« of E/eg^^^^erubims in the is^S 

Thje schem ^' 



Remains of Mr. Cecil. 5205 

manifest that God designed to promote intei*- 
.X'se and commerce among men, by giving to 
;li climate its appropriate productions. It is» ia 
If^ not only innocent, but laudable. All trade, 
ivever, which is founded in embellishment, is 
r&ded in depravity. So also is that Spirit of 
de, which pushes men on dangerous competi- 
[IS. Many tradesmen, professedly religious, 
im to look on their trade as a vast engine, whicb 
.1 be worked to no good effect, if it be not work- 
^w^ith the whole vigor of the soul. This is an 
oxicating and ruinous mistake. So far as they 
e under the power of religion, they will pursue 
eir trade for sustenance and provision; but not 
en that, with unseasonable attention and with 
igerness: much less will religion sufier them to 
iry thcn)selves in it, when its objects are some- 
ling beyond these: and, least of all, will it leave 
lem to deceive themselves with certain commer- 
al maxims, so far removed from simplicity and 
tegrity that I have been often shocked beyond 
leasure, at hearing them countenanced and adopt- 
1 by some religious professors. 



VERT man should aim to do one thing well. If 
: dissipates his attention on several objects, he 
ay have excellent talents entrusted to him, but 
ey will be entrusted to no good end. Concen- 
ated on his proper object, they might have a vast 
lergy; but, dissipated on several, they will have 
tne. Let other objects be pursued, indeed; but 
ily 80 far as they may subserve the main purpose. 
r neglecting this rule, I have seen frivolity and 
tility written on minds of great power; and, by 
garding it, I have seen very limited minds acting 
the first rank of their professlou — IVva.N^^'ei^^ "a^ 
^e capital and a great stoclc Ais&V^%X^^^ ^sv^ '^^'c^ 
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man reduced to beggary; and 1 1 
capital and stock improved to g^ 

To effect any purpose, in study, \ 
concentrated. If any other snbjc 
fancy, than that which ought to be 
fore it, the mind is divided; and bot 
ed, so as to lose their effect. Just a 
two systems of short-Iiand. I wa 
Gumey's method and wrote it with c 
I took it into my head to learn 
destroyed each other, and I could m 

Thers should be something obvious, 
and positive, in a man's reasons for t; 
ney; especially if he be a minister, 
and consequences may be connected wi 
step, that he ought, in no case, to be i 
dependent on the great Appointer of 
occasions. Several journies which 1 1 
self called on to take, I have since tu 
think I should not have taken. Ne 
even doubtful reasons, may justify him 
the safer side of staying at home; but 
to be something more in the reasons wh 
out of his way, to meet the unknown a 
of a voluniary change of station. Let tl 
be a "because** to o^et the "why?" 

I SOMETIMES see, as I sit in my pew i 

during the service, an idle fellow sauni 

chapel. He gapes about him for a fc 

finds nothing to interest and arrest I 

icarcely to understand what is gdng for 

ifter a lounge or two, g^s out ag^in. 

//n, and think, **Thovi an a viouiVcT^ 

perfect miracle* WVval a. raac>ii\iift' 
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-fearfully, — wonderfully framed! An in- 
lelicatc — but harmonious and perfect 
And, then, to ascend to thy soul! — ^its 
:s capacities!— its actual state!— -its de- 
its eternal condition!— I am lost in amaze- 
V*hile he seems to have no more con- 
of all this than the brutes which perish! 

ued to its tendencies, would pall God 
irone. Though I have a deep conviction 
^ding' sinfulness^ I live not a week with- 
some exhibition of its malignity which 
n me — "Well! who could have imagined 
would subjugate heaven, earth, and hell 
[t would make the universe the minion of 
jd all beings bow down and worship. 

f the most awful points of view In which 
nsider God, that, as a righteous governor 
Id, concerned to vindicate his own glory* 
i himself under a kind of holy necessity 
he unclean, or to sink him into perdition. 

tf the curses of error, that the man, who 
ect of it, if he has had the opportunity of 
tv informed, cannot possibly do right, so 
s under it. He has brought himself into 
(Capacity of acting virtuously: since it is 

obey an ill-infornied conscience, if that 
; might have been better informed; and 
ricious to disobey conscience, whetlier it 

ill-informed. 

roaches of sin are like the conduct of Jael. 
butter in a lordly dwh. \X.\i\^*\w\^ ^^"^ 
Bat when it has f asciivalfc A «iw^\>3^^^^^^ 
miii and the hammer aTe>ae^vai&* 
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I HAVE met with one case ia my mmiilrTs 
frequent and very distressing. A man sayi 
**I approve all you say. I see things to biei 
you state them. I see a necessity « a pnpn 
beauty in the religion of Christ. I see it to 
teresting and important. But I do not feei 
cannot feel it. I have no spiiit of prayer 
heart belies my head: its affections renite to 
my convictions." If this complaint be inn 
it is an evidence of grace; and I say ''Wi 
God, and he will appear.*' But, too often 
not ingenuous: the heart is actually indu 
some tyrant holds it in bondage. The comp 
a mockery — ^because there is no unceri^ 
deavor to obtain the object of which it pret 
lament the want-^there is no sincere de» 
prayer for the quickening and breathing of 
Holy Spirit on the torpid soul. 



The roan who labors tofileanc /its ne^hbor 
i^ood to edification^ has the mind that wai in 
It is a sinner trying to help a sinner. How di 
the face of things if this spirit prevailed!—! 
senters were like Henry, and Watts, anc 
dridge; and churchmen like Leighton! Tl 
who comes prominently forward in any we 
expect to be found fault with: one will ca 
harsh, and another a trimmer. A hard ma 
be reverenced, but men will like him best at 
tance: he is an iron man: lie is not like Jesus' 
Christ might have driven Tliomas from his 
ence for his unreasonable incredulity— bu( 
It is as though he had said. **I will come d( 
thy weakness: if thou canst not believe ^ 
thrusting tliy hand into my side, then tl;ru8t 
hand." Even a feeble, bv\t kwd aud tcndc 
iviil effect move than a \^t\\\w%, vaVv^^ v^ \^ 
artificial. There isdami^^ir, C^viw\i\.Vi^"&^^S 
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others: and against this we must be on our 
trd. It is a kind and accommodating spirit at 
ich we must aim. When the two goats met on 
i bridge which was too naiTow to allow them 
her to pass each other, or to return, the goat 
ich lay down that the other might walk over him 
4S a finer gentlemen than Lord Chesterfield. 



> expect disease wherever he goes, and to lay 
nself out in the application of remedies, is that 
bit of mind which is best suited to a Christian 
ile he passes through the world, if he would be 
«t e&ctually usefuL 



IE Papists and Puritans erred, in opposite ex- 
rmes, in their treatment of mankind. The pa- 
sts, almost to a man, considered the mass of men 
mere animals, and to be led by the senses. Even 
nelon fell into this way of thinking. Some few 
e spirits were to be found, which were capable 
other treatment; but the herd they thought 
pabie of nothing but seeing and hearing. The pu- 
TANs, on the contrary treated man as though he 
d nothing of the animal about him. There was 
long <hem a total excision of all amusement and 
creation. Every thing was effort. Every thing 
ts severe. I have heard a man of this schopi 
each on the distinction between justifying and 
ring faith. He tried to make his hearers enter 
o these niceties: whereas, faith in its bold and 
iding features, should have been presented to 
:m, if any effect was expected. The bulk of 
mkind are capable of much more than the Papist 
Dws, but are incapable of that which the Puritan, 
[iposes. They should be ireaXe^^ va o^\i^i\<Ns»\ v^ 
h, as rational and feeling cre3L\.>]k\^s^>a\iX vx^^'c^'*' 
i and palpable ground. 
*J8 



r*" 
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I HAVE seen such ein in the church, thi 
been often brought by it to a sickly staU 
But, when I have turned to the world, 1 1 
sin working there in such measures and fo 
I have turned back again to the church « 
wisdom of mind and more affection to it-— i 
it is. I see sin, however, no where put or 
odious appearance as in the church. It m 
with the most holy things, and debases tl 
turns them to its own purposes. It build 
ill the very pinnacles of the temple. The 1 
the pnmitive ages of the church has also 
the disgust which would arise from seeinfi 
pure state of things before our eyes. I 
wickedness sported themselves even then, 
all possible forms. I turn, in such states 
to two portraits in my study — John Brad 
Abp. Leighton. These never fail, in sucti 
speak forcibly to my heart, that, in the mii 
there is pure religion, and to tell me \ 
religion is. 

The joy of religion is an exorcist to the 
expels the demons of carnal niirlh and m 

The union of Christians to Clirist, their 
head; and, by means of the influence w 
derive from Him, one to another; may 
trated by the loadstone. It not only att 
particles of iron to itself, by the magncti 
but, by this viitue,it unites them one amonj 

Some considerable defect is always visib 

greatest men, to a discerning eye. \V^c ii 

best characters, because v/e sec them 

t^et us acknowledge exceWeivce, ^tv^ ^"« 

-lory \vbcrc it is due, white vje\\o\\viX \Xv^ 
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- let us remember that God has, by leaving his 
latest servants to the natural operation of hu- 
i-n frailty in some point or other of thdr charac- 
% -written on the face of the Christian Church, 
aae ye from man! He does, by perfection in 
^racter, as he did by the body of Moses— 4ie hides 
tliat it may not be idolized. Our affections, our 
2juclices, or our ignorance cover the creature vilh 
:azzling veil: but he lifts it up; and seems to 
r, **see the creature you admire!" 

MAN, who thinks himself to have attained Cbrisr 
n perfection, in the sense in which it has been 
»isted on b^ some persons, either deceives him- 
f, by calhng sin, infirmity— or Satan leaves him 
disturbed in false security — or the demon of 
ide overcomes the demon of lust. 

IE trials of the tempted Christian are often sent 
* the use of others, and are made the riches of 
i around him. 



I were not penetrated with a conviction of the 
xt\\ of the Bible, and the reality of my own ex- 
:vience, I should be confounded on all sides — 
:>in within, and from without—in the world, and 
the church. 

a good man cannot prevent evil, he will hanii; 
avy on its wings, and retard its progress. 

E are loo much disposed to look at the oiitpiclc ot 
Ings. The face of every affair chiefly alTccts u^- 
'ere God to draw aside the veA,^\i^vv^ ^Scv^i^ \^ 
1 a little of the reality, andtVve Te\2JC\cyvs ^^^ ^"^ 
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pensations, we should acquiesce 
und admiration. A tninistijr, for c 
taken away in the beginning of a p 
or in the midst of great usefutnes 
perceive any direct reason for this 
stand amazed. But, if we could I 
the farther life of such men, we 
see tlut they were taken away in 
selves— to the church— or to the w 



I HAVE seen too much of life, to h 
do in the troubled waters of my fi 
giving advice; unless they will alU 
In secret. This es|)ecially applies 
tians of more sincerity than pruder 
given on difficult and controverts 
dence of its being used only as a f 
of action, has been quoted as auth 
of the conduct founded on it. 



Many duties are involved on the 
religion, concerning which there is 
express precept to be found in the ! 
vate, family, or public devotions ai 
joined; as to the time, or frequency 
performing them. Yet they are 
plied in the very nature of religic 
supposed so necessarily to flow fi 
pnnciple of spiritual life in the soul 
greatly err, who think themselves 
their religion to the most diligent u 
circumstances will allow. And, : 
trace here the footsteps of divine 
had been said **Thou shalt do this 
and such times," this would have 
on the neck of the ChnsXAaiuv acv^, 
sdlutely unavoidable cucMtft^X-auc 
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mplying with the injunction, would have 
n his conscience. While the wa^ in which 
is enforced leaves him a Christian liberty, 
abundantly guarded against all licentious- 
[e sees the doty implied and exemplified 
isand instances throughoat the Scnpture, 
ne principle is applicable to certain pur- 
lich occupy the men of the world; the gen- 
aw fulness of which is fully implied, though 
ithci* are nor could have been forbidden by 



^:g seems important to me but so far as it is 
id with morals. The cnd-^he cui bono.^— > 
nto my view of every thing. Even the 
acts of the intellect become criminal trifling* 
ley occupy much of the time of a moral 
:, and especially of a minister. If the mind 
feel and treat mathematics and music and 
ling else as a trifle, it has been seduced and 
d. Brainerd, and Grimshaw, and Fletcher 
eu. Most of us are dwarfs. 



ating examples, there arc two rules to be 
d: we must not stretch ours beyond our 
i: nor must we despise that in another, 
s unsuitable to ourselves. 

K has been written to prove that the Gospel 
^hed to sinners, only in the lowest state of 
and imbecility. Some nien get hold of an 
, and pu^ it 'so far that it meets and con- 

this idea illustrated with regard to A.tt\cV«.%^¥«>i«\v 
's "Short view of the arc«imenX\>c\7«it«cv^<i ^\vvkOvv 
jd aDd l^wsenters," in tSie *«SeVtfAwr Kvm^^^ ^^ 
J. P. 
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1; but he is not soon made ft nldicr. J 
into the ranki, to make a shown 
::t 30 coMif brought to do the di 
nks. We are too much like a 
:s: the^ count well, and cut a a 

hen they come into action, one ■ 

:r has no carCric^e — the arma ofji 
and another has not learnt to hand^ 
IS not the complaiat equally at all tiw 
too peculiarly to the present day. ^ 
Es in the muster. We "are like FiM 
ok the king's mooey to press good ii 
but got together such ruamuffii' ' 
shamed to muster theio> Wbat ii 
? People groan under their c 
ctable persons tell me sndi stories d 
Its, who proEess religion, as to ehame tiAM 
" - High pretensions to spirituality! ff* 
;ertain sentiments! Priding themselva 
iuch'aHDnc's ministry! But what becsmr 
duties? — Oh these are "beggarly elene 
I! Such persons are alive to religioas t: 
i you speak to them on religious tent 
ibject grows irksome. 



RATION and feeling are very distina fi 
other. Some music and oratory enchantri 
sh, but they speak not to the heart- I hi' 
averwhelmed by Handel's music: the DetB 
'eDeum is, perhaps, the greatest composii 

world: yet I never, in my hfe, heard Hiiudi 

could think of something else at the s " 

There is a kind of music that will nota- 

Dr. Worgan has so touched the oi^an at S. 
9, that I have been turning backward m' 
ird over the Praytr Bock. Iot ^.Vvt (vrst le 
ah, and wondered ttia^,\ ton^ws 

The mtisichin nuA *« otowit 
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full power of their science^ if the hearer is lefc 
Kwsession of himself. 

E chtirch of England h n6t fitted, in its present 
te, for a general chnrch. Its setularity must be 
*ged away. We shall hasten that day when 
nstkns shall be of one heart and one mind, if wu 
olcate the spirit of charity on oar respective cir- 
t. I have aimed much at this point, and shall 
ih it farther. The rest must be left to Provi- 
ice. He only can, by unknown means, heal the 
lisms of the chnrch, and unite it together as one 
•jemal body: and that this will be done as some 
Qk,by persecution, appears highly probable. I 
: no other means adequate to the end. 

'PocRisT u folly. It is much easier, safer, and 
tasanter to be Uie thing which a man aims to 
pear, than to keep up the appearance of being 
at he is not. Wnen a Christian is truly sucli, 
acts from a nature — a new nature— -and all the. 
ings of that nature have the ease and pleasant- 
is of nature in them. 

rif ILIATION is the spirit of our dispensation— 
: a creeping, servile, canting humility: but an 
ire self-renunciation. The Mystics often talk 
mirably on the subject. Pride is the most uni- 
rsal and inveterate of all vices. Every man is a 
Mid man, though all ate not equally proud. No 
harasses the Christian so much, nor accompa- 
a him so unweariedly. Its forms of exhibiting 
df are infinitely varied»and none are more com* 
o than the affectation of humility. Tl^ ^^mtk^- 
[1 of the garb of humiUty* ia a\\ \\ai9[iaA<e!&^vb^!!;^- 
Uy but an expression o£ a vtaaiiiwoA- ^"^^^^ 
^ master-aiu of tbe spuiU «Qiix)^^ ^t^o«S' ^ 
19 
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God, in the whole tenor of our diipei 
directed against it 

I EXTEND the circle of real religion rtt 
Many men fear God, and love God, am 
sincere desire to serve Him, whose vievi 
iops truth are very imperfect, and in sor 
perhaps utterly false. But I doubt not t 
such persons have a state of heart a 
before God. 

Man is a creature of extremes. The mi 
is generally the wise path; but there arc 
enough to find it. Because Papists have 
much of some things, Protestants have 
little of them. The Papbts treat man as 
and, therefore, some Protestants would t 
as all spirit. Because one party has ex 
virgin Mary to a divinity, the other cai 
think of that mo8t highly Javored amoj 
with common respect. The Papist puts t 
rypha into his canon— >the Protestant wil! 
regard it as an ancient record. The Popi 
of human merit in justification, drove L 
the other stde into most unwarrantable an< 
tural statements of that doctrine. Th< 
consider grace as inseparable from the par 
of the sacraments— the Protestants too c 
sight of them as instituted means of c 
grace. 

The language of irreligion in the heart. 

—give — ^now— now— whatever the flesh an 

lust after, and whatever gratifies the pric 

Give it now— for, as to any reversion, ] 

sacrifice a single lust for it; or, \i\ m>M 

religion, it shall be any thing xatYvef 

^emeaniag system, which mate^ ^'^^ 

^cre boon/' 
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STEAD of attempting any logical and metaphys- 
l explanation of justification by the imputed 
titeousness of Christ, all which attempts have 
Dan infirmity stamped upon them, I would look 
the subject in the great and impressive light in 
ich scripture places it before me. It teaches 
to regard the intervention of Christ for me, as the 
s ground of all expectation toward God. In 
sideration of his suTOrings, my guilt is remitted, 
L I am restored, to that which 1 had lost by sin. 
: us add to this, that the sufferings of Christ 
*e in our stead, and we shall see the point o£ 
w in which scripture sets him forth as the 
erver and procurer to us of all pardon and grace. 
e thing is declared— not explained. Let us not 
refore darken a subject which is held forth in a 
minent light, by our idle endeavors to make it 
ter understood. 

SENERATiON and coNYERSiov may be 
ioguished from each other, though they cannot 
separated. They may be distinguished; as a 
1*8 being di^osed to go in a certain road, and his 
aally ^oing m that road,may be distinguished: for 
^Deration is God's disposing the heart to him« 
; but conversion is the actual turning of the 
rt to God. 

ERE is an immeasurable distance between the 
uine and the spurious Christian. The genuine 
istian may be weak, wild, eccentric, fanatical, 
ty; but he is right-hearted: you find the root of 
matter in him. The spurious Christian is the 
(t dangerous of men, and one of the most diffi- 
: to deal with. You S9e what he is, but you 
it almost impossible to keep cl&at ^iVvccw* ^^ 
seek your acquaintance, \ti atdcr Xjci «s^^'^^'^~ 
his ovru charHcter— to indorse Vi\s o-^tv "^^V^^ 
But avoid him. His erxoxa w^eL n vc^* ^a^v^js 
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assigned to the churchy bf mn indiacrimfamt&ir 
world. There is less danger in Mwiciating witS 
worldly people by profes»oD, and more teaderoMi 
to be exercised toward them. St. Paul teaclMi Hi |< 
the distinction, 1 Cor«,Y»^^— 11* 



I FEEL disposed to treat carnal men and canal 
mioiscers with tendiemesfi, not to shew them that I 
am a spiritually-proud man. Let them see that 
you have some secret in pos9esuon» which keeps 
you quiet, huroble,patient, holjt meek, and aflbctkn* 
ate, in a turbulent and pasaonate world. 

The character of Balaam is npt unoymmoii in Uie 
church. I have been amazed to aee rpUgji9U9 pro- 
fessors, whose ungodly character has been knowa 
and read of all men, who have neverthelesa enter- 
tained a good opinion of themselves. I have ac- 
counted for it, by supposing that they build entirely ' 
on the distinction of their views of truth from those . 
of other men. They "know the points: thejr icc | 
the distinctions; and, moreover, they approvp what ! 
they know, and desire to die the death m the ridit- i 
cous and be where they are— and, certwnly, they ; 
must be the men of God s council, and the men who < 
stand on his side against the world!^ 



I HAVE long adopted an expedient, which I have ; 
found of singular service. I have a shelf in my 
study^ for tried authors; and one in my mind, €or - 
tried principles and characters. j 

When an AUTHoa has stood a thorough exam- ; 
ination, and will bear to be taken as a guide, I pat : 
bim on the shelf. 

When I have more iuW^ \R^^\l^'«KlTS!«lft.^sRV^ 
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itle objections may be brought against this prin- 
\ti I may meet with some of them, perhaps: but 
' principle is on the shelf! Generally, I may be 
e to recal the reasons which weighed with me to 
t it there; but, if not, I am not to be sent out 
sea aeain. Time was, when I saw through and 
;ected all the subtleties that could be brought 
ainst it. I have past evidence of having been 
ly convinced: and there on the shelf it shall lie! 
^hen I have turned acHARACTER over and over 
all sides, and seen it through and through in all 
uations, I put it on the shelf. There nuLV be 
nduct in the person, which may stumble others: 
;re may be great inconsistencies: there may be 
*ange and unaccoimtable turns — but I have put 
at character on the shelf: difficulties will all be 
sared up: every thing will come round again. I 
oold be much chagrined, indeed^ to be obliged 
take a character down which I had once put up; 
t that has never been the case with me yet; and 
e best guard against it, is — not to be too hasty in 
Ltting them there. 



FLUENci^, whether derived from money, talents 
connexions, b powen there is no person so in-> 
!;nificant, but he has much of this power: the 
tie Israelite maid, in Naaman's family, is an in- 
mce: some, indeed, suppose that they have more 
►wer than th.?y really have; but we generally think 
3 have less than we in reality have. Whoever 
tglects or misapplies this power, is an unprofitable 
rvant: unbelief, timidity, and delicacy often 
•amp its exertion; but it is our duty to call our- 
Ives out to the exertion of this power, as Mordccai 
tiled out Esther (ch. iv:) \l \& omt ^>\V5 x.^ ^wiiXOx 
-ainst every thing thai Ttv\^\\X. Vwv\tx o^ ^^xn^x\ 
- influence; for mere rcgavCi \.ci Y«^vkX^^\o^ "^^ 
m carry many into error: vjVio ^o>3XdL xvcJv. v^^ 

•19 
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Aaron in worshippuig Uie golden calfi i 
men of feeble public talenu may acquire i 
inGuence by kiadneES and conustency of cbara 
s are defective in resting their persoDi 



fluence too much on their pu()lic mlnist^: (iuM 
give weiglic to % mifi's character; tuid it k 
advantage to a. man to be cast early into bis situ 
that he may earn a character. 



The instances of artifics which occur ins 
ture are not to be imitated, but avoided: ilA 
ham, or Isaac.or Jacob equivocate in order to ql 
their ends, this a no warrant to me to d( 
David's falsehood concerning Goliath's sword a 
ed dibtrust of God. If any part of the truth « 
I am bouqd to communicate be concealed, 
is ^nful artifice: the Jesuits in China, in ( 
to remove the offence of the cross, declared 
it was a falsehood luvented by the Jews thatC 
was crucified: but they were expelled from the 
pire: and this was designed, perhaps, to be 
up as a warning to all miisioaaries, that no 
end is to be carried In artifiee. 

Rut ADSKXs;&iawa.dtff»ei>ti>Ktai4l.' Tha 
no falsehood, deception, ar«4pKicatHO tai a4j 
St. Paul, for instance. empltQred UwfijJ Add 
and not anifice, when he Kt the udduceea 
I'hartseea at TaiianqiK ht tmplaiyoi ■ !• 
argument to intereat the Phuiwea in hte I 
this was great address bet it hadoothiag of t 
inal artifice. In Josl^ia's «mb«uhei for tbe 
of Ai there wa« oothinK (infill: it -was a lawful ■ 
agcm of war; It would bave been aidewfi)! ti 
t lie men of Ai there was no ambush; but they 1 
that they cumc out of their ci». liable to suah 
■'jiishea. Cbmt\ cotiduct^t.&nimii.in.wA'^ 
'^if Angela of Sodomi wertaveaiA »» Vosia 
f'SUi-do/ tho§e witbwhom theif vjeic'ioase 
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ECIPITATION IS acting 'without sufficient 
unds of action. Youth is the peculiar season of 
dpitation: the young maa's motto is "onward!" 
sre is no such effectual cure of this evil, as 
erience; when a man is made to feel the effects 
it precipitation, both in body and mind: and God 
le can thus brine a man acquainted with him- 
There is a self-blindness in precipitation: a 
:ipitate man is, at the time, a bhnd man: T/iaC 
irjrom thee! said St. F tier: this shail not ha/ifien 
xee. Ah the Lord Irveth^ said David, the man 
hath' done this thing shall surely die! 
here is great criminality in precipitation. A 
I under its influence is continually tempted to 
\ God's work out of his hands. It is not a state 
ependance. It betrays want of patience with 
ect to God; and want of faith: / shall one day 
th by tfijt hand of SajiL It discovers a want of 
ity: 10 a rash moment we m^y do an injury to 
neighbor, which we can never repair, 
here are few, who do not feel that they are 
!ring through life the effects of their own 
ipitation, //<?, then, thaf trusteth his own 
r, is aJhoL In precipitate moments we should 
1 to say, **I am not now the man to give an 
ion, or to take a single step!" 

rHOD, as Mrs. More says, is the veiy hinge of 
less; and there isnometliod without punctu- 
FY. Punctuality is important, because it sub - 
ss the peace and gnod-temper of a family: 
vant of it not only iiifnnges on necessary duty, 
sometimes excludes this duty. Punctuality is 
trtant as it gains time: it is like packing things 
jox: a good packer will get in half as m\3icA\ 
r as a bad one. The c^mness o^ vcvvsA \<\vv^V 
7dacc!^ is another advauia^t ol ^vsancX^^^'-^^^'^^' 
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Will keep Tt » f VPPoint, 
y°u: for Jik; „,-J"d this g« 
servants and chn i '"""es, 

V"' leader is'^o*'''!" '«'«'' 
debts; I owe 4u * ^PP°'oti 

"PPointment with P""C'«aIitv 
•-r.ourtl.-fe-nd^b^ 

^^^^fKHAl GOOD r '^T«AV 

sequences Wou°d foji^^'i' '^e ct 

;[h? J'e s^ °f, ^rnth '^''^ C 
*"> lonirer u "^"^ " a case ^t S 

«5ases of co«5^ *° observe 11 ' 
w «ts confessor r ''""^ neve. 
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science. An alarmed conscience will unfold 
it interior rec^^ses before him. It U said 
uren advised a man, who under religious 
ions confessed to him a murder which he 
rpetrated some years before, to surrender 
' up to justice. The man did so, and wa$ 
^. I tliink pr. Owen erred in his advice* 
Ifht myself right, in urging on persons, who 
Miied their hearts to me, deep humiliation 
Sod for crioies committed in an unconverted 
mt, as it had pleased Him to give a thorough 
of those crimes to the mind\ and a conse- 
Belf-loathiag and humiliation, and yet to 
in His providence that they should have 
ed uadilBCovered, I judged that the matter 
^ safelv left with Hinu Yet there may be 
m which general consequences require that 
nee should be betrayed. Such cases usually 
to EVIL IN PROGRESS. To prevent or 
ract such evil, it may be necessary to disclose 
aas been intrusted in confidence. Yet the 
should be honestlv warned, if its purposes 
t changed, what auty your conscience will 



E ffilt twice in my life very extraordinary 
sions under sermons, and that from men least 
ited to affect me. A man of great powers, 
dissipated on every thing that he knew 
^— a frivolous, futile babbler, whom I was 
ilmost to despise — surprised and chained me 
iy own churcSi at Lewes, that I was thunder- 
; I think it was concerning the dove nut 
rest for the sole of her foot: he felt the sub- 
'ongly hiiaiself; and in spite of all my pre]- 
against him and mv reaV \lx\o'Q4\&^<^^ ^ \vs> 
ter, be nm^e me tee\ it ^'&l\w4e.s^»x^Oc< 
ic befarc or usee. In x\vc oiOcvsx w^^^'^^ A 
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bad to do with a very difierent characten hm 
a simple, but weak man: it pleased God, howi 
to shoot an arrow by his hand into my* heart: I 
been some time in a dry, fruitless frame^ and' 
persuading myself that all was g:oing oa wdl: 
said one day, at Lewes, with an indescribable i 
plicity, that *'men might cheer themselves in 
morning, and they might pass on tcderably^ 
perhaps without God at noon; but the cool of 
day was coming, when God would come dofH 
talk with them." It was a message from Go<l 
me: I felt as though God had descended into 
church: and was about to call me to my acctii 
In the former instance, I was more surprised « 
astonished than affected religiously; bat, in thi 
was unspeakably moved. 

Constitutional bias is a suspii^ioua interprc 

of PROVIDENTIAL LEADINGS. A man'sbiEsett 

sin lies in that to which his nature is most inclin 

and, therefore, to walk wisely and holily, he sho 

be very jealous of such supposed leadings in Pr 

idence as draw with his constitutional propens 

He is never safe, unless he is in the act of collar 

his nature as a rebel, and forcing it into submissi 

A sanguine man sees a sign and token in ev4 

thing: in every ordinary occurrence, his imaginat 

hears a call: his pious fancy is the source and ft 

of an eager, disquieted, and restless habit of mi 

An enterfirising man has great facility in find 

God in whatever seems to open to honor, or ini 

cnce, or power. But he has lost the right estim; 

of things: if God seem to draw with ah enterpi 

ing mind, the man should stand £md tremt 

Providence may really lead some retired andhu 

ble men into siluations 'wVv\cVi iVv^ a.mhit\Qaa m 

tvoii/d covet; but, even m \.\vax. tT\^^\\. \% xv^xxx^ 

i'Cfrardcd as an evidence oi iaNat,^\i \s\\xOa.'^ 
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f trial and responsibility: but he can never 
»re an enterprising and ambitious char-. 
less in judgment, or ia such imminence 
; should call the man to self- suspicion and 
A fUeaaurable man easily discerns God's 
very thing, which seems to put his favor* 
ences within his power: such a thing was 
ovidence! and he is vastly grati^ul! while 
3t that he is led away to broken cisterns, 
an has a constant tendency to torpidity, 
opted the Indian maxim— 4hat it is better 
;han to run, and better to stand, than to 
better to sit than to stand, and better to 
o sit. He bugs himself into the notion* 
calls him to be quiet:*— that ks is not 
>ustling and noise.'— that such, and such a 
nly shew him he ought to retire and sit 
u,sy man is never at rest: he sees himself. 
)ften into action, that he digs, too much 
ny thing to grow, and waters so pro- 
he drowns. The danger in all these 
.est a man should bless himself in hi« 



jU observes: — ^"'A poor country parson, 
;ainst tt>e Devil in his parish, has nobler 
. Alexander had." Men of the world 
ung of true glory: they know nothing of 
2ur of that sentiment— yVioz/, God, arc 
hat I long for! You may, perhaps, find, 
lent in the comer of some monastery, 
oor ignorant creature is mumbling over 
.: or. It may even be found to exist with 
le and fanaticism of aSwedenborgian; 
▼er it is, it is true dignity. 
the bravery of the world! Go vaici \.V\fc 
io is the object o£ adm\Ta.\\Qw \\v5\vi^ — 
a swelL'ng and sivuUm^ ^X. \\Nfr Vvr^.-cA^ 



^2g Mtmmm ^f A 

hh corps? And what Is tl 
««Make way! Make way!*' 
bit of clay, with a ribbmi 1 
ibaket nothrog agamst the c 
and littleness of these thini 
should be eosnared by them, 
therestof the spedes. Tra 
i^dlsm^ in spite of the error 
livfaie. 

But this h the outside. \ 
miiids»andthe noblefit prcjei 
|>ared inth a Christhm! 1 
lostancc; and contrast hink w 
cant old womati in the chai 
Sible be not true, you have 
xtasofdngSt and science, and 
Ahysici, are gross absurdity 
Bible he true, Mr. Pitt,grc 
vet» considered as a mere po 
nas a Httle, contracted, meat 
«n earth-worm! Compared 
acheoies, the old woman, wh 
in the morning, lights her h. 
all day over her wash-tub, 
red cloak/^teals out to so 
hfiars the titiths of the gos 
with ignorant yet honest ttx 
into an honest and prepared 
itian is a hereine-^a noble i 
the greatest of men, considei 
this world! 

Bishop Wilkins has said ad 
in man Is great, but, so far a 
God, The onfy wise thkig r 
his reiiec^on on the s^t oi 
one of that immiense tiiultit 
hundred yearft: it seems to ha 
jjeain of trw li^t «a4 fe«\3 



APPENDIX. 

JIRKS BT MR. CECIL, COMMUNICATED TO 
THE EDITQR BT SOlVfE FJ^IENDS. 

DXKG-QLACB impliet secrecy. He, who can 
iDto God, Thou tfirt my kidhtg-filace^ iqay go 
,d about his affairs, and may pass through a 
and dangers, and yet, at the same time, have 
I hiding-place, in th^ favor and protection of 
that, when he seems to be exposed on every 
itill he is secured and hidden from every evil, 

EAT man^^Qwever high his office and talents, 
endent on little things. Jonah wets exceeding 
}f his gourd. However splendid and tower- 
nan is crushed beneath the moth^ if God does 
pholdhim: so that, while we are admiring the 

man as he' is called, an^ however he may be 
sed to admire hiinaelf s^ud to spealc grea$ 
'rewords of vanity ^ facts wiU shew that he is 
r, dependent creature, who cannot live a mo* 

without God. If the Hc^y Spirit opens his 
he will perceive that he cannot stand alone; 
ui only support himself and climb, lil^e the 
»y clasping one stronger than hii^self, 

/IMS are common to i|leeping. No man 
s to slumber in religion, but he tails into some 
n dream. It is a device of S^Un to aedace 
nto a drowsy state, and tVieuXoNaft^^^sJ^^'^ 
some dream. When tVie AmX^ ol t^JCv^^ 
e irksome^ thea he vtesexvli "ftk^'w* vy^^x-^ 
20 .w, ■ . . 
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deceit. """^ ^'SO'-. we shcSd fc 

t»'«n''m^*;;:i."„\f'««?r Object, of ni 

"'orldly nature hnt t '* '««e in J 
^' endure fo^'ever^^e, no ta^ 
—no love for Chril! ""*"* '""e forr* 
however admiSl^' ?! "''^•> «ouI& J 

above aii ^ """» is a ^i. 
«"«' senses a^'":^'"-d «* *or« «5-'^,?«« 

«^d'y receives T"'* ^ha "^e,.'^*' ^ 
''fe: he rf^«>:;,^^'!''«'«ver is salutarl'*'"-' 

not at the /A^ ^'•"^hasasnL*' ''*' «" 

.spiritual E^^^^l «i"ici ^^^ '* «* o^u*, 
?'?'s. an I su '"'°*"- hetsTrri' ^''fr'- 

?''°=>ps. and hIm '""afford h *^'"f°«s 
il!^5^'»e 5 sai'^« this woliy «=»«<* 
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le his Christian vigilance. If he i3 about to 
:er imminent danger, for instance, he yfWl 
ire to secure himself by every possible 
A house may be well guarded and secur- 
£, if there is any fear and expectation of 
, every place will be doubly barred and 
d. Good care may be taken, in the general 
>f a family, to guard against fire; but if it 
•vn that a spark has fallen among any com- 
:s, every possible search is made to discover 
o prevent its ravages. Thus should every 
: of Christ redouble his guard in critical cir* 
nces. He should remember, that, while 
;)rovidences seem to be threatening us, and 
we are surrounded with dangers on every 
id while the enemy of our souls b going' 
as a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
, it ill becomes us to trifie. Let us stir up 
es, and attend to our Master's admonition, 
mr loins be girded about^ and your lights 
f, and ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
T Lord, 



Paul had not been an entire character* he 
not have spoken so ingenuously of himself as 
:s in the 7th to the Romans. He would 
icted as many others have done: he would 
ut the best aspect on things. He would not 
ipened the chambers of imagery i and have 
L, while all the church was admiring him, 
ras passing within. Here were real simplic- 
humility — nothing of that Pharisee which 
\ was. The Pharisee is become a Publican: 
.lity is coming forward; and he seems to say» 
y man groaning under a body of sin and 
—on searching his heart, does Ke&'tvd.^.^AX 
dwelleth nq good tTiing?— ^\C>&*^ \sc^^'?>sfe 



alio; and if I have any thing wherein to gloiy. It it 

in Cbiist and not in myself. 



Cbabitv should teach us to exercise hope 
love toward alt men — hope tonard those who 
witbmit, and love toward tliose who are within, the 
walls of the city of God. Of those without, wc 
are apt to despair too soon, and to sa^ There h na 
Aofiei when we should labor to allure them iota 
the church of God.and to impress them with a 
■enie of its glory and its privileges. Toward those, 
within thewalls, we lomi-limes fail in the exercise' 
of lore: we are too much influenced in our feelings 
toward them by a difference of educatioQ, taat^ 
or disposition; while tlie great question ought to be, 
•'Are they really fellow-cititena with the Mint*,' 
and ofihc ha-uaehold •/ God?"— and if so, whatever 
their defects may be, we ought to honor and lavS' 
Ihem as the temjiUa of the Holy Ghost, 

Whrh Christians are delivered from troublei theyi 
are apt soon to forget it; and to lose sight tif the 1 
holy resolutions formed nhile under aflliction: the \ 
Strong impressions soon decay. Whereas if we .^ 
were enabled lo glory in tribulation — if our Cbn- . 
science were made tender — if more reality wei*J 
put into our prayers — we should take heed how wu 
give way to an evil heart of unbelief: we ahoalil 
remember, too, how our troubles were brought cn'l 
QS, and the benefits which we received whtw ther ! 
continoed: we should watch that we might ndt , 



e them falsely; and at all timea, we shmtU 
bear it in our mind, that it is not sufiering wUchj 
hurts'us, but sin. 1 



Some menwUlftfttow CtavA(»e«w 
•i-if hm wiU not lead ibem >.\it«a%a * 
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ill not enjoin them any painful tasks — if the 
and wind do not annoy them — ^if he will remit 
rt of his plan and order. But the true Chris- 
, who has the spirit of Jesus> will say, as Ruth. 
to Naomi, 'wAiVAcr thou goest^ I will go.'*' 
vtT difficulties,aad dangers may be in the way. 



■• our happiness, as Christians, that, however 
may change our place, we shall never change 
- object. Whatever we lose, we shall not lose 
"* which we esteem better than life, God has 
ide to us this gracious promise — I will dwell in 
an, and walk in tfiem. And though we may 
Lure much affliction, and pass through many 
? p waters, yet this is our honor and comfort, this 
ELD IS WITH us! and then-— what is diffi- 
r?..what is tribulation.^ — what is death.^ — Death 
Christian is but an entrance into the city of 
rtd! it is but joining a more blessed company, and 
ging in a more exalted strain, than he can do m 
a world. 



Ki WAY of every man is declarative of the end 
that man. 



>w difficult is it to shew those who are in the 
use of mourning,, that God is teaching them, 
%t, if they had not leaned so much on their crea* 
i^-supports, they had not been so broken! Still 
*y are cr>'ing,0 Msalom, my son^my aonJ Why 
It that we are shocked to see the world falling to 
Sees around us, when we shall leave it ourselves 
■morrow — ^perhaps to-day? We forget that it it» 
e design of God to dash every thing to pieces, 
is by these trials that we begin to learn w^ have 
vn walking by sense rather xHgiYi \j^ l^\\\y— -scwN 
*20 
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lookiog at our chUdrea and our ] 
though we were never to lose them. 



It is by taith that we are relieved under 
ficultiesof SENSE. Sense revolts* when 
our great High Priest on the cross— Faitli 
in this object! Sense talks like the Jews: M 
others: himseifhe cannot Mave: if he be 
King of Israels let him come down fiom U 
and we vriil believe Ai'th.— -Fahh lays hold « 
the Savior of the world, and cries Lord! n 
me when thou comeat into thy kmgdami 
envies the prosperoas worldling, and ca 
happy-^Faith goes into the sanctuary, to s 
his end will be. When the waves run hig 
clamorsi— Paith says **Speak but the word, 
winds and waves shall obey thee.** When 
our earthly house %f this tabernacle takin: 
Sense sinks — but faith «ays We knowt fha 
eartfUy house of this tabernacle be. dissolved^ 
a building tf God, a house not made witi 
eternal in the heavens. 



Wisdom prepares for the worst: but foil 
the worst for that day when it comes. 

Abraham teaches us the right way of co 
with God:— wf n^ Abraham fell on hUface^ t 
talked with himl When we plead with 1 
faces should be in the dust: we shall not the 
lightly of him, nor complain; nor will then 
more boasting. We shall abase ourselves ai 
God! 

TWE. Christian'^ secret vtaexf^wT^fcWQcw^ 
make itself raanifest to lYie N^otvdb, >N« 
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the husbandman cast the seed into the ground* 
yet when the corn grows and ribens we know that 
It was sown. The mere professor, who may h6 
found every where but in his secret chamber, may 
thhik that with care he shall pass for a good Chris- 
tian: bat he mistakes, &r the spirit will discover 
itself, of what sort it is. He, who would walk 
safely and honorably, must walk closely with God 
in secret. 



A VARIETY of circumstances render the sinner^s 
first approaches to Christ difficult. They, who find 
' an EASY access* will find an easy departure when 
troubles arise. 



The most likely method we can take to hasten the 
removal ef what we love, is, to value it too much — 
to think on it with endless anidety—- to live on its 
favor with solicitude. It shall soon either become 
a thorn in our side, or be taken away. 



■ 



Be ye not unequally yoked. If a believer marries 
an unbeliever, the miseries which ensu^ are endless. 
Were they determined, in kindness, to grant all 
they could to each other; yet they live as in two 
separate worlds. There is a great gulf between 
I them, which cannot be passed without the grace of 
God; on which, while all should hope and pray for 
it, none should presume. They cannot taste the 
same pleasures, nor share the same sorrows, nor 
pursue the same objects, nor walk in the same path. 
What hope, then, can there be of comfort? Every 
Christian finds the corruptions of his own heart, 
the snares of the world, and the devioe^ ^1 ^j^&kb^x 
toigether with innumetable wecwX ««8as!C\^^'k ^ss^^ 
enough to struggle with ui \n& \wstt«?j xa'*o»»2^^'^ 
Without adding another to VuC& ^QL^>aX^osi&^ 
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Im studying the word of God, digest 
two heads; either i^i removing obstru 
keep God and thee asunder; or as sl 
uniUng power to bring God and thee 



Peshaps it is a greater energy of I 
which keeps the Christian from day 
yenr to year — praying, hoping, runnin 
against all hindrances — which main 
ft Livitic martyr: than that which I 
for an hour in «acrifictDg himself at t 



BT.thecouM. of btsAioridMe^Oa 

LsT me Uk, every day, vfau rtbrf 
theDi^of JadKment; and culdyUe s 
be reminded <tt that dajr. . .., 

Ikdulcx not a gloomy contempt 
which ii in itself good: only let it kee 

God hat called us to meet bis best g 
ha o«1)r4icgo^ Sqn-^ot in f splenc 
in a mun|4-4ii the «Udeniess1-4n 
— Ixe^' the liigti, prii^st. when th^ 
fiwd. aad'baflbted him. and smotti 
-cml— and .at the sepulchre! Thus it i 
m^diepride, wd ambition of the hu 

TnltltK b in sin, not only an infinite ■ 
toOtenanibut It ]* accompanied by i 
that- tinpusea all dKKn(>a»n> Vf^ 
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from God, and loses communion with 
he man resembles one in a consumption, 
Q the brink of the grave and y^t talks of a 
■ecovery! A death will come on the spirit, 
ill be perceived and felt by all around: yet, 
le most affectionate friends of such a man 
to expostulate, they often find him not only 
le but obstinate and stout-hearted. He who, 
ison, the champion of Israel, lays his head 
.p of temptation, will rarely rite again as 
own: he may say, IvHUgo out ^ as at other 
fbre^ and shake myatlf: but he vriats not that 
d ia defiarted from him! — Strangers have 
d Ma etrengthf and he knovreth it n9tf 



lole life of Christ was one continued eXk 
i of the same desire>»**Let me lay aside my 
et me expire on the cross— so that thy 
1 may come!" And the blood of every 
, who ever suffered in the cause of God, 
Let thy Kingdom come!'^ 



rn in grace manifests itself by asimplicity««« 
a greater naturalness of character. There 
more usefulness, and less ndse; more ten- 
of conscience, and less scrupulosity: there 
more peace, more humility: when the full 
in the eary it bends down because it is fulL 



istory of all the ^great characters of the 
! summed up in this one sentence:— they 
ited themselves with God, and acquiesced in 
in all things. 

way o£ answering tVie CV^ro^^kM^ V^'i^ 
crease of patience, ex^ttons^* w^^^ 
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love — usnall^ is to put him into the fc 
lation. St. James therefore iAfs, ' 
when !/ejall into divera tem/ilaliotu. 
■world count il all joy when they a 
'affluence; but !i Christian is taugnt 
Jty when he is tried as gold in the fii 

iK'Chite we ttc the n 



aadto fbf^ Moriea— Otttd 
MqidMcetabftiH nil wiO— thil pnnE<< 
|<inil that Inwi'wlitrh nTtm-mnrfli* 



„ .._ vftaodinChi 

■M AadA towJgnoniit and debw 

feetktoUlllMattKUS BlffKITTOI 

let hb»* BMw nb Med ti»rtttl«WMi 
wn aUio te CIritr /out.' 



Looxiv o back U more tbaA we can I 
feDuiClMckl 

Whev die mnldtiidei Mlowed oor : 
tieolar occailon, althoiigh he wished 
and had ganepnrpoMly to seek iti y 
hl| dNi^ and attended to them. B 
deMenaioa and tenderness of such co 
dtion to a sour, monastic, morose 
■tc too find ofonr own will. Wew 
*hat we Concr mighty things; but tl 
is, to do nuall thii^ when called I 
right spirit. 

TaK worid will allow (^ ^vatiftineD 
to'ecttaay, oo almnaiany oAca^MA 
«^iow«U others, wiUi»«iSjiU 
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\ CHJRiSTiAN will find his parenthesis for prayer, 
rven through his busiest hours. 

W'E treat sensible and present things as realities^ 
ind future and eternal things as fables; whereas 
the reverse should be our habit. 



An Enthusiast will court trouble, and that fqr 
ktself: but a Christian, while he does not court 
it, yet rejoices in it: not for its own sake, but because 
he knows that tribulation worketh fiatience^ and 
fiatience exfierience, and exfierience ^/i^-^a' hofie 
that maketh not ashamed. While patience is the 
fruit of his conflicts and trials, he gains exfierienc^ 
by them: he acquires the knowledge which a trav- 
eller obtains in performing a long journey: he is in 
possession of a bundle of choice maxims and obser- 
vations, gathered with much pains: he is taught by 
them to know his own heart: he is brought ac- 
quainted with the faithfulness and mercy of God, in 
holding him up in the deep waters, and accompa- 
nying him through the fire of affliction. And this 
experience produces hofie^^ hope that he is sav- 
ingly united to Christ-— a hope that he is in the 
church of God— a hofie of the glory of God — a 
hope that maketh not ashamed^ keeping us steady 
at anchor through every storm, and when every 
other support fails. 

There are but two states in the world which may 
be pronounced happy — either that of the man who 
rejoices in the light of God's countenanpe, or that 
of him who mourns after it. 



Let the warm-hearted ChtistvatiX^ ca.T^VaV^ ^ 
tivms a wrong bias ia reli^otv. >N\w«^^^^^^ 



therefore of «^°-'>' •«« rf 
?*• *■ Paul W»^r ^ Wch c 

«PenenceaJ^^ 
rfc5 **"'ot build t^ ^ 

?*«WT in fh** •» appoiiitorinl^' '"»* 
""'« Pteas u*rl ay* ^S ''ofT 
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rcER approaches, he shall not be thrown into 
-usion ft'om his alarm, so as to be ready to say 
hither shall I run^'* but, finding himself on safe 
ind, he shall be quiet. Being built on the sure 
dation and atabliahed in Christy he shall not * 
:e haste in his expectations: he shall not 
Le haste with respect to the promises, as though 
' were long in their accomplishment, knowing 
all the firomises of God arc Yea^ and^ m Chrisi^ 
en J In AFFLICTION, he shall not make haste 
unning to broken cisterns; as Asa did, when* 
is diaeaae^ he sought not to the JLord, but to the 
sicians: he shall not be alarmed, or driven 
at, as one who has not a strong-hold to enter; 
shall say. Mine of these things move me! neither 
It 1 my life dear unto myself^ so that I might 
iA my course with joy I With respect to his 
iRAGTER, the Christian shall not make haste: 
cloud come over his reputation, and men will 
)ect his integrity without grounds, he will com- 
himself to God, and wait his opportunity, and 
make rash haste to justify and.clear his character. 

I EN a man can say, **My God!'* if he can add 
nore, that is sufficient: for my God is all-wise in 
ointing, and almighty to uphold and to deliver. 
God is a Father to me in Christ: yea he is a 
her who hid his face from Christ for my good, 
hen, I am in darkness, let me Femember that 
i never had a Son that was not sometimes in the 
k; for even Christ, his only-begotten Son» cried 
My God! My God! why hast thouforsaken me^ 

n Christians, if any, sufficiently honor Christ, 
governing their concerns. They do not sa^^ 
)w, while I am praying on eat^^ xk^ %»rtfwa^s. 
king for me in heaven. Tele V& ^a.^®^^ ^?^^ 
tftXs/'— and to another, *I>o \^\\*— «Q^ ^»^ ^^ 
SI 
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my good!" While Jcreroiah was, douhtl 
to God out of the dungeon, Ebed-iiw 
interceding for him with the king, and 
preparing the means of his delivera 
ler. xxxviii. 

Let the restless, comfortless statfe of a I 
distinguish him from an apo&tate. 

If you have set out in the ways of G 
stumble at present difficulties. G o for w 
not behind* 

Something must be left as a test of th 
the heart<-4n Paradise, the Tree: in 
Canaanite: in us. Temptation. 

RE1.IGI0US joy, is a holy, a delicate dej 
a pledge of something greater, and n 
thought lightly of: for let it be withdra 
a little, and, notwithstanding the exp 
may have had of it, we shall find no I 
ture can restore it to us, and we can 
David^ cry, Restore unto me, Lordy th 
salvation. 



A CHRISTIAN should beware of that 
Why should I wait for the Lord any Ic 
should remember, if it is a. time of extr 
is the very reason why he should wait, 
is so hedged up that he cannot go f< 
should say "Now is the time for me to 
and wait till God opens my way." fVh> 
was overwhelmed naiihinvuzy tfien tfiou < 
ficuh. 

HuMAif nature is always v>^xx:vcv^^c>t' 
mbeUGf^ in anxious qxieauot^s covK,e\ 
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' some threatening calamity: but Christ says to 
ery Christian, *'Let not your heart be troubled^ 
ither let it be afraid: I go tofirefiarea place for 

ou; and I will protect and guide you throughout 

^=ie journey thither." 

God with U8 is the traveller's security. Jacob 

^as destitute: he had a long and dreary journey, 

Hit God said Behold I am with thee^ and will keefi 

\fiee in alliilacea whither thougoeat. 

God calls not for thousands of rams nor ten thou^ 
sands of rivers of oil: he calls not his creatures to 
live in sackcloth and ashes,nor sets them to perform 
long pilgrimages, ner to inflict pains on their bodies^ 
No! the rigors of superstition are from man. The 
voice of God is, "Be happy, here and for ever! Fly 
that which will make you miserable every where! 
Come unto me, all that labor and are heavy-laden^ 
and I will give you restP* 

The voice of Christ is, My Son, give me thy heart! 
and to him, who obeys, he. will say, *'Go in peace!"^ 
g^ointo the grave! go to Judgment! go into Eternity! 
go in peace?' 

A cmRisTiAK must stand in a posture to receive 
every message which God shall send. He must be 
so prepared, as to be like one who is called to set 
off on a sudden journey, and has nothing to do but 
to set out at a moment's notice: or like a merchant 
who has goods to send abroad, and has them all 
packed up and in readiness for the first sail. 

How many people go out of their sphere under 
good pretences] 

\ PERSON who objects to teW «LWcwQL^'i\!&&^'*Ks^*a- 
ec&use he ha« faults of Vna o'Wti, ^c.\a «fik^ «scsff^ 
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would who should refuse to dress another pern 
wound because he had a dangerous one fainid£ 

Whek the most insignificant person telUn ' 
are wrong, we ought to listen. Liet us believe 
posable we may be wrong, when any one suppo 
we are; and enter into the true littleness vb 
consists in receiring correction like a child. 

No man rejects a minister of God who iaithf 
performs his office, till he has rejected God. 



The plainest declarations of God's favor, and 
strongest encouragements, are generally manife 
in the darkest night of trial. Who could be d 
destitute than Jacob, when he lay down in 
desert with a stone for his pillow? See also j 
xxvii, 20-^24. 2 Cor. i, 3, 4, 5. 



TnK/iride of Israel teatifieth to his face; and 
do not return to the Lord their God, This is 
worst symptom in a sinner — when he is too pi 
to go to God. Whatever be our condition, if tl 
is contrition of spirit under it there is hope of 
man. There is no room for despair, to wliati 
lengths a man may have gone in sin, if he can si 
on his breast, and say *'0 Lord! though my 
testify against roe, yet thor art a God of comj 
sion. Do thou it, for thy name's sake." 

A CHRISTIAN should ucver attempt to try hiss 
while under a temptation: he might as well atte 
to examine the face of the moon while she is ur 
^n eclipse* But, when he fvu.^^ c.wT>av^T«xx«^ 
tiag in with a tcmptatiDn— axvd ^Vc> \«& x^* 
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i^— let him remember his Great Physician. Thi 
the glory of the Son of God, that no case, eithe 
the body or of the soul, was ever found too har 
^,' Him! Blessed be God, that we have in Him 
^\c3ing -place — a covert from the storm— a refug 
im all our enemies! 



HE great care of the man who is content witl 
"^he form of godliness without the power, if, tha 
^very thing should be right without; while the tru 
Christian is most careful that every thing should b 
right within. It would be nothing to him to be ap 
plauded by the whole world, if he had not the ap 
probation of God and his own conscience. Rea 
religion is, therefore, a living principle. Any on 
may make a show, and be called a Christian, am 
unite himself to a see]:, and be admired, — but, for 
man to enter into the sanctuary; to hold secrc 
communion with God; to retire into his closet, an 
transact all his affairs with an unseen Savior; t 
walk with God like Enoch, and yet to smite on hi 
breast with the Publican, having no confidence i; 
the flesh and triumphing only in Christ Jesus — ^thes 
are the life and acts of a new creature! 

O Lord! let me have any thing but thy frowc 
and ANY THING, wUh thy smile!* 

Whatever, below God, is the object of our love 
will, at some time or other, be the matter of ou 
sorrow. 

Take care. Christian! whatever you meet with ii 
your way, that you forget not your father! Whe 

• "Give what thou canst, "without ThftR ^^ i«^\««t\ 
And with Thee rich, take ^ViatV\v<i\XN»Av ^kw^:^"^ ^ 

*31 
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die procd and wealthy rush bj'in tmin[klx^ ^/ 

?M Me poor and in sorrow, hear the voic« rf> 
ather«aying. "My Son! had 1 loved them, /•fecx 
baTecolTccted THEM toa I give them u{i|d 
way ■ of their own hearts: but to my children, i 
givewrrow, it is that I may lead them toacro 
of glory that fadeth not away!" 

^^ t 

It U bf faith that we contemplate unseen thio^^ 
To the eye of a clown, a planet appears bot^^ 
twinklibg star: but, if he looked through a telescope; - 
snd.wete able to calculate, he would perceive that 
itwoaa gri^at world, and would be astonished sE 
iti distance and magnitude. While the zay and the 
bo«y arc moving on their little mole- hills, full of 
anxiety, faith thus reaches beyond the world: it 
viewa death as at baud: it lo'oks at heaven, and 
catches a glimpse of its glory: it looks at hell and' 
sees the torments of the condemned: it louts at' 
judgment, and realizes that awful day: it looki «t^ 



■tatOkrJ 



and eternal vieig/ilo/glory:whUfaie look not at ti. 
things n/iich are »een, but at the ihingv mAfrAnrc*. 
nor aeen; for Che things -which are aeen,are Irmflorat*' 
but the l/iingt whkhure not seen are eternal. '. 

■* ■■"-■' ■ 

Whshg there it a real character, a man will' Mk 
sit down in the ChriaUan cmUct, and My,"IflRaak 
carry about with mb thU body of death, I vuatt 
submit. I mast bear theM CDemiei as qaietly ■• I 
can." No! ke \riU say, at St. Paul tecmi toMjr, . 
"I wilt be 00 no terms with sin! I wiUtwipar — "- 



WBJt for a core, and wiut for it in tbe appeiiited ^V. 
I see light, and hope, and liberty; and I thank G«^ - 
(AA^/f iam asinner,y«,l.aHi».«te4*WQ«T?"- 



/- 
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God hath set the day offirosfierity and the day of 
adversity t the one over against the other^-^s the 
clouds are gathered, for rain, by the shining of the 
sun: and, if for a moment they are blown aside, we 
roust expect their return. Where, in our sky, 
should we look for clouds? — ^where it b brightest: 
where our expectations are highest. Our sharpest 
sorrows arise out of our sweetest comforts. Rachel 
said. Give me children^ or else I die: and, in ob- 
taining what she esteemed her highest comfort— 
vhat she would have at any rate*— was hidden the 
cause of her sharpest grief. God gave her chil- 
dren; and, in bearing her second child, it came t^ 
Jiass, as her soul was in defiarting (for she died, J 
that she called ^i« nam£ Ben-oni'^Hhe son of my 
sorrow. 



Who is the most miserable man on earth?-— and 
"Whither shall we go to seek him?— -Not to the tav- 
ern! not to the theatre! not even to a brothel!— but 
to the church! That man who has sat Sabbatb 
after Sabbath under the awakening and affecting 
calls of the gospel, and has hardened his heart 
against these calls — he is the man whose condition 
19 the most desperate of all others. Woe unto thee^ 
Chorazin! woe unto thee^ Bethsaida!'^<Lnd thou^ 
Ca/iemaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be 
thrust down to hell. 

Give every kind of knowledge its due attention 
and respect: but what science is to be compared to 
the knowledge of Christ crucified? Had a traveller 
lost his way in some desert, where he had wandered 
till he was fainting with hunger and thirst, for what 
would he first ask?— -for music? — ^for paintings?— 
Ko!— 4ie would ask for bread — ^for water! Any 
thing else ofiered him would be a mocking of Ink 
mhjerv. 
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What an oppressive burden is taken oj 
tian's shoulders, by his privilege of leavl 
sequences, while in the path of duty, to 
has done with— **How shall / bear this t 
"How shall / remove this difficulty?"—" 
/get through this deep water?" — but leai 
in the hands of God. 

We may form some idea of the joys of I 
the innocent pleasures which God grs 
earth. Here is a fine situation, with 
prospects-— every thing to delight the s 
all tliis we find in a world which is unde 
what then may we not expect in a heavei 
where God exercises all his power for 
sedness? 

However ill men may treat us, we she 
give them a handle to say that we misbel 
selves. Were I to meet my most bitter s 
and know that he was come with the most 
intentions, I should endeavor to be so on 
that he could not lay his finger, with tru 
part of my conduct. 

The motive determines the quality < 
One man may do a penurious act, be 
knows he shall be put to difficulties if he 
another may do the same from mere ava 
king of Edom offered up his son on the 
his abominable cruelty excited just indigr 
Abraham, having in mtentioH offered up 
held forth to all generations for this a 
father of the faithful. 

It is always a sign oi povtvVj q^ ycvyw\^> 
are ever aiming to appeaY ^v<ta.v. Ic^y \Jcv« 
really g:reat, nreTer s^ercv x.^ V^^^' '^'^^ 
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T the world calls tlie best company is such, as 
.s mechanic would not condescend to keep: 
mid rather say. Turn away mine eyes Jrom. 
ling vanity! 



way of reading the Bible with advantage is, 
^ it great homage: so that, when we come to 
lart which we cannot Connect with other pas* 
, we must conclude that this arises from our 
ince, but that the seeming contrarieties are in 
•elves quite reconcilable. 



\9 Christians, on setting oat in life, ofiten mis* 
greatly in not sufficiently attributing events to 
n mediate providence of God. They are not 
tant, at the end, to acknowledge Uiat their 
las been directed; but they do not enough 
. it as th^ go on. There is a habit of saying 
1 a thing may turn up," as if it depended on 
:e; whereas nothing will turn up, but what 
ordered long before. One cause iS this evil 
at the divinity of our day deals too much in 
ion-place: pertain fundamental truths are set 
; and if a man professes these truths, too little 
mt is made of the faith, dependance, and other 
:s of a Christian. When a man becomes a 
>tian he is written upon, as it were, '*To BS 
'ID£D for!"— and he ought, therefore, to 
e, as he goes on, how Providence does provide 
im. 



r mistake in nothing so much, as when they 
. their dispensation: for, while God sKal- 
up a man, there can be ivo o^ciivw^* "^^^^^^iL 
does but make the t!&sipeT«aX\«v\\«TOJ« ^^ ^^ 
. Job says. He ftaret fc himtelf ia H\» wi^« 
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6ul thallike Rack be removed ieeautc of^ 
man is, as it were in a labyrinth; and J 
which brought him in, must be the handfl 
him out. 

Wk requiwi the same hand to protect u! . 
ent safely, as in the most imminent and \ 
danger. One of the most wicked men in m 
borhood was riding near a precipice, and 6 
hii horse was killed, but he escaped withou 
mBteadofthankiiigGodforhis deliveranci 
liised to acknowkdge the hand of Gid ther 
attributed his escape to chance. The sat 
was afterward riding on a very smooth n 
horse suddenly tripped und fell, arid threW I 
oTer his head, and killed him on the spt^.l) 
Iiorse escaped unhiirt. 



J 

itineto 



his false iiDtiona is like layin_ 
who b^re. was lying crooked. The man 
Bod wilLremaio to; though, before, he w: 
crooked, and is now lying itraig;ht. It itiatf 
what right natims we may bav^ white 
dead in nn;' for we aball nererBCtuptofl 
God Bwakeoa our hearts. 

To have too much forethought, is the pa 
wbetch: to have too little, is the part of i 

as 
SxLT'WiLL is SO ardent and active, that 
break a wuld to pieces, to make a aUxA t 

W>«mre too little acqn^ted with the wen 
acttr fi God. A certain man told a-fiotiie*H 

irought B certqin fiart of the tirtte. NS. 

Aaee thought this a awi,wv» mm ^»>.' 
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there wanted a right estimation of his char- 
r. Many sins are suffered to pass, to be pun- 
i hereafter: but God sotnetimes breaks out» 
strikes an offender dead in vindication of his 
glory. 

[EMBER always to mix ^^ood sense with good 
^ or they will become disgusting. 

HGs are not to be done by the effort of the mo- 
t,but by the preparation of past moments. 

there is any person to whom you feel dislikel 
is the person of whom you ought never to speaki 

ITABILITT urges us to take a step as much 
M)on» as sloth does too late. 

EA we read the Bible we must always remem- 
that, like the holy waters seen by Ezekiel,* it 
some places, up to the ancles; in others, up 
It knees; in othei^s, up to the loins; and, in some 
aer too deep to be fathomed, and that ta/inor be 
ted over. There is light enough to guide the 
ible and teachable to heaven, and obscurity 
igh to confound the unbeliever. 

r£ religion, as revealed in the Scriptqres, mav 
>mpared to a plum on the tree, covered with 
loom. Men gather the plum, and handle it, 
torn and twist it about, till it is deprived of all 
alive bloom and beauty: the fairest hand would 
luch rob the plum of iis bloom, as sftiy other. 
f all that little party -spir\t»yi\aL\0\^^\w«tfioL^^«fe- 
i among men, and vrbicYi VeaA&^iae^v^ «*^ "* 
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Tx*llB we but twocbiiHietLi 
who abrve God« because inejr ; 
'tiie.ni« whti seekTiinit iMcat 
hfaiiDBt ABiMliejteiiiaf «» 

'■■.*.-^'-. ■ '■; ^-[Tb? " 

ftrtte otOMiT h a pSfp^d, sa 
poveiljf tad mlneiy of maiu 
tbe w«irld fvSth a prood» «liii 
aUuiec come forward, aod « 



. If, 



' •;■ '' "■ •* 

Wa hear inuch of a bbcevt 
pMP^ voBifS |ttide— a la 
that be sscftiTT, of which we 
*-Xaiithatbe:BEcoMiHo, ol 
fiirthtiie deformity?-— Can thi 
God resists* and is determir 
that be lavdabls, which Gi 

Miivr things are spoken of, 
good: but there b not one 
caUed gooi^^ which does not 
bb coming. 

Sat the strongest things' yo 
and kindness, to a man^s face 
excuse ^oa can for him, wit 
beX^nd his back. 

Maht people labor to mal 
wid^, ThfSf may dig a patfa 
but the way to lue nui»\. Tt>t 
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jmes arc error. The reverse of error 
I, but error. Truth lies between these 



» donbt* but that there are persons of 
:ription, under every posttble circnm- 
tvery lawful calling among Christians* 
o to heaven— that all the world may 
neither their circumstances nor calUng 
their being among the number of the 



ven us four books:— -the Book of Grace; 
f Nature; the Book of the World; and 
of Providence. Every occurrence is a 
of these books: it does not become us 
l^nt in the use of any of them. 

:e is vehement simplicity. 

niscient as Well as omnipotent: and om- 
lay see reason to withhold what omnip* 
id bestow. 

:o the presence of God: this will dignify a 
regation, and annihilate a large one. 

>me bu^ess to transact with a gentle- 
city, I called one day at his counting 
[pegged I would call again, as I had so 
e time to spare than he had, who was a 
isiness. "An hour is nothing to you," 
A.n hour nothing to a clergyman!" said 
jm little to understand the waAxix^ ^ii ^>ax 
Ont hour of a Clergymati*^ xXm^ Tv^'Oi^j 
S/r, is worth more to \uxa X-Yisai «J^ >ic5S 
r merchandize.'* 
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asaqiHrreUmneteiDper.letUB , 

: world will >cwn find lum empli^aaC^ 
KKHi meet with some one strainer Itaa ^ 
who will repay him better Oum yon oi^^ 
may fight dueb all tu* life, (f he n i'~ 
iiarrel. 

: day I got off m^ bone to kill a nt, 
d on ths road oaly half killed. lam 
le thoughtless cruelty of nwnr pM| ' 
ing sooD after, that hai given Be 
isineM.andforwhichlreproaiclimrWlfl 

was ridiag homeward, 1 saw » wagpai 
Lt a door, with three horaeK the two fiU- . 
; eating their corn from bags at IbHrDOK^I 
served the third had dropt his on the gr" 
could not stoop lo get any food. Howe 
i on, in absence, without assisting him. - . 
n I had got nearly home, I remembered "W 
id observed in my absence of mind, andfeliG^ 
lely hort at my neglect; and would faare riM^ 

had I not thought the waggoner mightkM 
. out of the house and relieved the hor«> ^ 

could not have had a better demand foe gU^f 
iff. » 




his horae, than for such an act of huniai»|r. 
f absence of mind, that we omit oianydaW^: 



ft 



Uunta, 

_, hatvax 
tcKED man is a candidate for notoks M ^t 
-However he may life, if his conacjenGB «al faua, 
ke he would turn pale at this question, fW eq be 
I J do in the end thertof? ~ 

great defect in Gray's Elegy, M 
not read it without feeling a melancholy: thW^ 
1 sunshine--nD hope after deathi it ahewi fl 
It side only of menaWi^j . Timx. d. m^^ TC&ied ■■ 
ivas, and specii\afitil *hv Xi* \ira^TtL\^ja •' 
-vn nature. U he broa^'nt (\«t frajwpSKA,*! 
the csjiroate, co^J i-» drawrtot ^asaan. w 
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mily as HOPELESS and forlorn: whereas what 
HE felt a subject of melancholy, is with me included 
In the calculation. I know it must be so, ami, ac- 
cording to my views, should be disappointed if it 
were not so.— iliy kingdom^ s£ud our Lord, is not 
: of this world. 

[' Revelation never staggers me. There may be 
> a tertium quid^ though we are not yet in possession 
1 of it, which would put an end to all our present 
doubts and questions. I was one day ri(Hng with a - 
friend: we were discussing a subject, and I ex- J 
pressed myself surprised that snch a measure was ! 
not adopted. **If I were to tell you one thing,*' • 
said he, '*it would make all clear.'' I gave him . 
credit that there did exist something, which ivould « 
entirely dispel my objections. Now if this be the • 
case, in many instances, between man and man, is . 
it an unreasonable conclusion, that all the unac- • 
countable points, which we may ol^serve in the « 
providence.and govemmeot of God,- should be all * 
perfection in the Divine mind? ■ Tak^.^l^e.-gitfUvth * 
of a seed— I cannot pQSftihJiy sajc jdhat first pro- . 
duces the progress of growth in the grain. Take • 
voluntary. motion->— I cannot possibly say where ac- • 
.tion begms and thought, end^.. The pcoportion ^ 
■'between a fly's mind and a man's is no adequate • 
illustration of the state of man with respect to God; # 
JI>€Mcause there is sc^me proportion between the « 
J minds or faculties (^ t>?o finite creatm'es, but there « 
1 ^san be none between finite man and the Infinite God. « 



Ok E little preacher will endeavor to prove, withi 
a great deal of warmth, the truth of Calvinisticf 
pnnciples>-and another little preacher will clearly^ 
demonstrate the truth of the Ar«^taa.tk ^0(v^\sw^« ^ 
Good sense will go between t)hfcTft> ^xA «a.^ ^ ^''"^'l^f^ < 
ajre cerUm thio^ vfritt^n ou X}^b« sa&>\^cxv— tuu^ 
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3ltk the Lord:" good wnae wilt hcsit&Ce ta jl 
rhat is aaid to all its apparent canclusionB, M 
'r is wricten asain. Here ends all dogfuatisni 4 



L irousK that had lived all lua IHie in a chest, s^ 
he fable, chanced one day to creep up to the ed^^^^ 
nd, peeping out, exclaimed with wonder- "* ~ 
lOt ihink the world was so lai'ge." 

The lirst step to Icnowledge, is to know that we 
.re ignorant. It i» a great point to know our place: 
3r want of this, a man in private life, instead of 
.ttending to the affairs in his "chest," is ever pcep- 
ig out, and then he b'^comos a philosOpbrr! he 
nust then know every thing, aad presumptuously 
iry into the deep and secret couqcjIe of God— 4iot 
«nsideriiig that man is finite, and has no Acuities 
o comprehend and judge of the great scheme of 
hinga. Wecanj orin no q tberidea of the diapt ii- 
ati ons oC tipuninr c^q have anylciwwledg of 

tas not told as wby he pemiltte d ttte a pgela to &U 
—why he creatcdj\dam — wny Ee suffered an to 



^3 



:lie doom of the Heathen nations — nor why our ststet ^^ 
hroughout eternity was made to depend on such al ^^ 
-Doment us man's life; aU these are secrets of hisi ;„ 
;ouncil. Where laast ihou,w/icTt I laid the Jbunda-\ |q 
•■iOna of the earth? God urges it on us again aorf* jj 
sgain, that sin has entered — and that we must ji» ^ 
from, the vralh to come. Chris^ in the days odtiis ^ 
Resh, never gratified curiosity: he answered every 
inquiry according to the SPialT of Uie iiiquirer> ^ 
Dot according to the letter of the inouiry; if any 
nan came in humili^ !OT'inE{it«w.&an,\«ii.'««.^i"-w \ 
tnicted; but. when anf ca-toa w* ■eswifti *■«&». 
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ity, he answered, as when one said Lord^ are 
few that be savedF^^sTRivY, to enter iir 
iE STRAIT GAT i;!<-K>ry as when another in-' 
I, Lord, and what thali thU man doP^^JVhaC 
t to thee? Follow thou me. 

ire too ready to say, in trouble, M theae 
t are against me! but a Christian should sa;^» 

or that may seem against inef but there is 
^ for me: there b a Saiaor: there is God*s 

and there are his ordinances.'' He should be 
careful to enumerate what is for him, than 
is AGAINST him. He should look over the 
his spiritual and temporal mercies, as well as 
f his sorrows; and remember, that what things 
GAINST him are so on account of bis sin. Our 
nage is but short:— let us make use of our 
and means. God has given us a guide, and 
lort to lean on: when the clouds gather, we 
inly to look, to Jesus. We are not to expect 
ys of heaven while on earth: — let us be con- 
lat there is a lughway for us to walk in, and 
er to conduct us hi ths^t way. 

a Christian's business, as much as possible* 
;ently with his duty, to lessen his cares and 
ations in the world. It b very common to 
[Christians complain what a hindrance busi- 
i, while they are, perhaps, at the very time, 
xious to increase it! There is some fallacy, 
I the complaint: fot, where there is a prin- 
>f grace, it will prevail even in a multitude of 
>ments. There b much difference between 
[NG busy situations,and BEING found in them. 

T we call "taking steps in life/' ate taa^^ 
5 occurrences;-^8pec\a\\Y \l X)cv^\^ >Qfc/\w^^s>R. 
, any mixture of amb\Uotv- WKcref we «««•- 
ou about to change thuvja'^t 



Tbe dispansatioD of grace to some, is Il^ui 
. thaa a continual CDmlw.t witb corruptionn j^ 
instead of advancing, a mui seems to be Aof 
kMe to preserve himself from sinking. A b 
with the tide full agiiinst it, does well if it can k 
from driving back, and njust have strong force 
deed to get forward. We must estuikate grace 
the opposition wliich it mect& with. 

How blessed is the Christian, in the midst of 
greatest troubles! It is true we cannot say ht 
perfect in holiness — that he has never any doubt 
thatliis peace of mind is never iutermpted— tl 
be never mistakes Providence: but, after all, hi: 
a blessed coodidoa; for he is supported under 
trials, and instructed by the discipline: and, as 
his fekrs, the evil under the apprenension of nhi 
be ia ready to sink^ frequently does not coau 
or it does oot continue— or it is bimed into 
blessing. 

One of the greatest tn^odtioai of %t)m.m* 
mind, is that of qideUiiK a mut in tht piUniK 
possesion of what it tawnU. So that it u vticmt 
der, or adultery, or theft wtuch be is cotolidt^ 
all is well! Because a man's bed is Us ««t^ 
may idle awaji ia it bb ineatimaUe tirocT BteMt 
his buwnen u lawful, a rasa may iatoatJaiLte:' 
mind nith the pursuit of Ht - 

The verv heart and root o£ vn, is an iadepeiid 
spirit. We erect the idol self; and not oaif « 
others to worship, but worship it QurselTcs. '• 

We must take tare wtwa wa ftiw vk«*^« 
not to take su6b aa are w«. « «»»«*. ^i*- 



Semam of Mr. Cecil. Q5^ 

araUel. For instance— we may ask, before we act. 
What would Jestts Christ do in this case? or what 
'oaM St. Paul?'* but we cannot be glided by this 
lie in every thing, because Christ's mission was pe* 
altar: it was an unparalleled event: it was for three 
ears only: and, like a great iire, he was always 
aming— >always intent on one point. St. Paul also 
'as in peculiar circumstances: he was sent on an 
special errand. In every thing which is in any 
egree sinful, we should turn to these examples; 
lit, in the conduct peculiar to our station, our 
pplication of these examples must be governed 
Y circumstances. 

Iany inexperienced Christians are apt to look for 
'rong kinds of evidences, and so distress themselves 
bout their state. The questions which we should 
ut to ourselves, in seeking the best evidences, are 
-*'Do I hate sin? — ^Is it my grand fear?-— Is it 
ly grief, that, while I have a good hope of pardon » 
yet should make such ill returns? Have I brok* 
luiess of spirit?*'---Godliness is analogous to tbo 
rinciple of gravitation, in that it reduces every 
ling to its proper centre. 

'rc difference between what is called fate, and 
asDESTiMATiON, IS something like that of a 
ouse without a governor, and a house with a gov- 
raor. The Fatalist says, "Every thing must, otnt^ 
essity be as it is— as a stone micat fall to the ground, 
re must ascend, &c. The Predestinarian says, 
lat every thing is determined by a wise Governor, 
^ho inspects, orders, and superintends the whole 
lachine; so that a sparrow does not fall to the 
round, or a hair of the headi^m\v, mxJwi'«x\«-^- 
jssion. * 
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We are to accustomed to see sin w; 
«8, that we seldom deeply feel it» < 
at it, as we shoald be were it lesi 
inhabitaDt of the court were to wa 
of the filthy- streets and alleys of 
how would he be disgusted and te 
poor wretches, who live in them, 
the matter. Thus a clearer view 
holiness of God, made the proph 
U tnti for I am undone; because 
unclean ii/i9, and I dwell in the mid 
unclean lifia: for mine eyes have « 
ZiOrd of Hosts. 

It b much easier to settle a p« 
on it. 

I ovcK said to myself, in the i 
heart, *'What sort of Sermon mus 
which was preached by St. Peter,\ 
sand souls were converted at on< 
of Sermonf-— such as other serti 
nothing to be found in it extraordin 
was not produced by St. Peter's e 
the mighty power of God, presen 
It is in vain to attend one Ministe 
and to hear Sermon after Sermon 
that the Holy Spirit accompany hi 
is he that filanteth any thini^, neith 
€th; but God that giveth the increc 

That humility which courts notic 
RATE. It may be sincere, but i 
not sound a trumpet, nor say •*Coi 
humble I am!'* 

We should becareiuVixcvevlo^ 
^bo is but iseaixhitig aSCev Go^. 
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t to feel afier him ifhafity he mayjind hhn^ 
aware how we stop him, by rashly telling 
1 not seekmg in the right way. This would 
etting fire to the first round of the ladder, 
I one was attempting to escape. We must 
a fit season to communicate liglit. Had 
told me, when I first began to think reli* 
that I was not seeking God in the right 
night have been discouraged from seeking 
lU. I was much indebted to my mother^ 
ruly wise and judicious conduct toward mt 
irst turned from my vanity and sin. 

uld always record our thoughts in affiiction 
way-marks«— «et up our Bethels-— erect our 

:rs; that we may recur to them in health: 
we are in other circumstances, and can 

;cover our uck bed views^ 

EMPLATivE life has more the appear- 
f a life of pieity than any othen but it is th^ 
Ian to bring faith into activity and ex£r« 
We cho»se that sort of walk, which we 
(t: if we love quiet, we are for sedentary 
ut the design .of God is to root us out of 
hing, and bring us into more useful star 

iiTCHED prisoner, chained to the floor for a 
)f time, would deem it a high privilege to 
wed to walk across the room. Another, 
I to lie on his back till it had become sore, 
hink it a great favor if he might be per- 
to turn on his side for a few minutes. Isx 
e of habitual pain, I am VYwacoiVVA ^o^ ^"^^ 
freedom from sufferius'.Vvo'w Iw^^v^^^"^^ 
)f fifty years of to\crab\e et2L«>. T^^^.^ 



i^ 




fv ofder tor md the Kiki iMUi 
fin by denylni^ ennelvcfi evciy 
for, ti^ftf stepof thfi wa]r,it wiU bt 
oifr corraiit twtare. • 



CsitsTiAjrs r)Bienible,travellen iii# 
We are. fiiU ol oor^ plaosand idiiwjiic^ 
eoadi is moving rapidly .lwfrjurd:^K-pii 
mile-stooe* and men: another; aotf no xfifff^ 
%a tbe plots and plans qf the fwaaengeiis.. 
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A cHRiSTiAV has advinced tMUClMli 
reUgion when he has overcome Ite. Mm 
vrond; Ibr he has still more powerfitf < iaftl 
nate enemies: eelf-«-eTil temperii jfHb 
afifsetibn»-4i scabbom i«91-^ iste tlie mA 
these.^dveriiarles^ that weiiMi|t,cittflflyjBdi 
growth in grace. '■<>;'. 



* *■ 



AYRitiTD called on me when I wa8|ill«1 
some business. My head was too miich-« 
by my in^^position to anderstand fidly i 
said; but I had such unlimited confidoice 
that I did whatever he bid me, in the ftdlei 
ance that it was right. How simply I can 
man, and how little in God! How tmreasB 
a pure act of faith in one like ourselyes, if wi 
repose the same failh in God. 



4temtf negative rules, given to a Ywng i 
going into a situation of peculiar diffitu 

As I know you have received much good a 

HTQuId suggest to voa aievv VCmx& Qkl ^i^»^^' 

yith a vifw of aamoT»sdaui<&^^XA>^^Ax^ 



arily afifiearing in dangcrou9 or 

0718. 

) be humb\e aivQi CJQ^TA^fe«»x^filL^!M?^ 
ider v(Mirae\C comnicwv^OcL^a.V'*'^^ 
le men o{ tYve^orX^ >wv^:w ^'^5-;S;, 
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mr work, not by any mistakes of 
r your success — f 

that your success with others is 
nectea vnth your fierssnal char- 

Tohn gladly^ and he did many 
I knew the preacher to be a just 
/ords uttered from the heart find 
eart, by a holy sympathy. Char- 

:eB« though rileot, oounsel givet.* 

ake deep impressions on others* 
means to have them first formed 
id. Avoid, at the same time, 
f evil'-tSLS a covetous or worldly, 
^, a careless or indevQut depo^t- 
jer jestipjg with sabred persons or 
\ employ such antidotes as these, 
>peration of that which is effective 
Minister's character. 
our defiendance on any mcans^ 
:umatances^ however excellent in 

to render a thing weak, is to lean 
God is a jealous God; and vfill 
ioU as means of success. He 
trate that men and creatures are 
them, and that only. This also 
encourae;ement:-^ooking, in the 
le use of means, to that Spirit of 
vithout whose influence all your 
to no purpose, you have reason 
(uited and adequate to all your 
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oppress him by numbers or circamsttnc 
they can make htm laugh, while hbofii 
Well will it be for him. if he is onljr 
ABSURD in his future public adnKXiitifl 
farmer compliances; well if, b«ng fooiu 
Peter on dangerous ground, he is not aed 
tually at least, to deny his Master. 

IV. By ausfiicioufi a/ifieartmccB ti ki9 ^ 

As the head of your household you ar 
sible for its appearances. Its pride, slot! 
order will be yours. You are accountabk 
wife's conduct, dress, and manners, as 
those of your children, whose educadoi 
peculiarly exemplary. Your family is to 
ture of what you wish other famdiesti 
without the most determined resolutioD» i 
on God, to finish this picture cost what 
your recommending family religion- to < 
but create a smile. Your unfriendly hei 
recollect enough of Scripture to tell yo» 
ought, like the primitive Bishop, to be 
rtUeth well his own house, having hi9 < 
subjection with all gravity: for if a man 
how to ntle his own house^ how shall he 
of the church of God? 
V. By meddling beyond your sfihere m \ 

Your aim and conversation, like your ss 
arc to be altogether heavenly. As a ma 
you have no concern with politics an 
and schemes of interest, but you are to 1 
them. There is a sublime spirit in a de> 
ister, which, as one says of Christianity i 
no more regard to these things, than to t 
of rooks, the industry of ants, or the polic 

VI. By venturing off general and ach 
ground in sfiirituals. 

By giving strong meat, Vcv^Xa^A ^^ miifc 
who are yet but babes— by gi-oing Hce< 
•^/lich minister qutst\x>n% rather than god 
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Mnusln^ the mind, but not affecting ttie tiearC 
often disturbiog and bewildering, seldom convinc- 
ing; frequently raising; a atnile, never drawing a 

VII. Bi/ maintaining ackntnaledged truth in your 
0Wn tfiirit. 

BotJi food and medicines are injurjou*, if admilf 
iitered scalding ttoC. The spirit of a teacher often 
effects more than his matter. Benevolence is a 
universal language: and it will apologize for a nrnl- 
titudeof defects, in the man who speaks it; while 
neither talents nor truth will apalogiie for prides 
illiberality, or bitterness. Avoid, therefore, irri~ 
tating occasions and persont, particularly disputes 
and disputants, by which a minister often toscs his 
temper and his character. 

VIII. By. being too tharfi-nghteditiM qtUek-eared, 
or too ready-tongued. 

Some evils are irremediable: they are best neither 
seen nor heard; by seeing and HEARING 
things which you cannot remove, you will create 
implacable adversaries; who, being guilty aggres- 
■on, never forgive. Avoid speaking meanlyor 
hanbty of any one: not only because this is forbidden 
to Christiana, but because it is to declare war as by 
a ttioasand heralds. 

IX. By the temfitations arising from Che fenude 
•ex. 

I need not R)ention what havoc Satan has made 
ia the church, by this means, from the fall to this 
day> Your safety, when in danger from this quar- 
ter, lies in Aight— to paiHey, is to fall. Take the 
first hint from conscience, or from friends. 

In fine. Watch thou in all things: endure afflic- 
tions: do the viork of an cuangeliti: make full Jiroqf 
^f thy nitniatry: and then, whether tliiftR. a\«i<w.Qi. 
you acknowledge your teal tViavatltt wr \w\.-wi-*i 
they shall one day knov) thai there hath bit't 
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FRAGMENT. 

^ Dying Mininter't Farewell. 
When aChrUtian minUterfeels the spring oi^ 
i;ivine way: — his faculties decaying — his vaice J»u-: 
ing— TiU ■pints sinking — though he may not have it 
in his power to say, as the &posttc did to his 
irltnis,! know thai y: atl. among laliom 1 have 
fireaeked the kingdom of God, ehall gee my face no 
more— fcthc sliuiiltl stand ready to pait from hi« 
flock, and every sermon should he felt by him as if 
it were biilast. 

Wherefore I lake i/flw to record thii day, that I 
am fiure/rgm Iht blo9^ lif all men: fur t have not 
sliitaned to declare untoyou all thK COUKSeL 
OF Gon. And what have J declared tliat counsel 
of God to be? — All the corioas distinctiona o[ the 
schudi?— All the peculiarities imisted on so strongly 
by different sects? — No such tiling! I have Al- 
lowed the great apostle in (culifijing repentance 
ta-ivard God and faith inward our Lord Jaus 
CAriat. 

There has been a slander brought agkiint idig- 
ion— that ne are hot acbexdiKs to the tiutu 
^vc should set before men. I say. It is false! Wc 
ATty. agreed. All, who know any diing of rcatretll^ 
ion, are agreed, that the stjbstanck of the matter 
is cnntabed in kepbhtahce lowrd Ood, md 
FAITH toiaard our Lard Jetus Christ. 

If a mM, like the prodigal, feels that he hu left 
liiii fatlier's house — turned his back on God — and is 
iiijc.OLiie a fool aud a. madman forco doing — aod that 
ihei'c is no hope but in his retoming again: If such 
a ciiaiige of mind is wrouebt in him by the Holv' 
Spirit, as he wrought in David, when he cHed, 
(J'iiJiA me tborouglUifJrom my iniquity, fmd cleanie 
me from my ain: if, like Feter, he goes forth weep- 
ing bitterly — feeling (hat he has acted fbotiihly and 
wickedly, and that his only hope is la tha mercy 
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of God through the Savior — then the man enters so 
far into the spirit of religion— repentance 

TOWARD GOD. 

But does he rest in this? Nay, he knows that if 
he could offer thousands oframs^ and ten thousand 
fivers of oiL, he could make no satisfaction for the 
sin of his soul. He looks to the atonement!— to 
J3im^ whom God hath set forth to be a firofiitiation 
through foich in his blood, 

Refientance toward God must be accompanied 
hy faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, 

He came unto his own, and his own received him 
not. But as many as received him, to them gave 
he flower to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were boim not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God, These men are enabled to 
say, with St. Paul, '*/ count all things hut loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Ltord, I have no refuge but in him — no other 
hope— no other plea. All my confidence before 
God is grounded on this — that He suffered, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God," 

If a minister testifies these things — if he speaks 
plainly and simply these grand essential truths of 
God's word— though he die before another Sabbath 
return, he may rest ik peace — leaving the issue 
in God's hand. 

The ground of a minister's own solid satisfaction 
cannot be popularity: for, even to Simon Magus 
aU gave heed,from the least to the greatest, saying. 
This man is the great fiower of God! — neither can 
he {pround his satisfaction on the exercise of strong 
and enlarged talents: for even Balaam was a 
man of extraordinary endowments — nor can it be on 
his succEssrybr many, saith our Uciv^, %Ka\.l c^-wc 
to me, and say. Have we not done tuamj n»^T(vd.e^T 
/k/ works in thy name^ and in thtj name ca%t ^ 
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nd min of a wicked course, and of bad 
e might affect to brave it out at the time; 
as gone afterward weeping through the 
beoLttse CONSCIENCE wouLo speak! 
aen the Spirit of God softens a man's heart 
le is made te feel tphat an evil and bitter 
> to Mm agamat God— then a faithful minis« 
peal to th^t man is like that of St Paul to 
saionians: Ye are witneaueB, afid God aho^ 
f^ and justly f and unbianuably we behaved 
among you that believe^ Aa you know hovf 
ted^ and comforted^ and charged every one 
M a father doth hia children) that ye would 
thy oj: Oodf who hath called you unto hi9 
and glory; For thU cauae alio thank we 
out ceasing^ becauae^ when ye received the 
rod which ye heard ofua, ye received it not 
rd ofmen^ but, (aa it ia in truth J the word 
wkich effectually worketh alao in you that 

Thess. iL lO^lS. 

Dst afl^ting to see to what miserable shifts 
have recour;se« in order to evade the truth. 

UtaATlONAi./' says one, "to insist so 

certain peculiarities of doctrine!''— But 
tton shall be the judged— /^or the preach-- 
* cross is to them that. fuerishfooUshneaa: 
written, I will deatroy the wisdom of the 
' wHl bring to nothing the underatanding 
udent. 

unneckssart," says another.»-But lias 
mandedo- and do we pronounce his com- 
necessar)? 

i6a£PUTABLE"— -Did Christ regard rep- 
SRay, he made himself of no refutations 

NARROW way"— Ah! there, indeed, you ' 
e truly ! The way to heavetv i^ %. \jaxT«« 
It what says the Iwdee^— Wide i* ^>>» 
^oadis the way that Uadtth ta ^*^][]**V 
ftzfftf t^ere he which eolu th«rcati becau** 
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Oh how diMKMiDK >* it to observe 
wham we cannot but Rar, the Gospet 9 
hear preached from Sanday to Sunday^: 
tavor of death! If God has niade& S 
any of us, ' 
iodebted. 

Bretbreo! ' 
record, that yon have had the whole coaa 
declared unto yon — that all cui^ous and 
ical inquirieB, all criticftl and conjectm 
have been eatvfuUjr avoided for your tai 
attempted to clear my miniitry of dU 
subjects, in order Jo tet before tod tb^ 
of the death andl«aurrectioa of Jesus< 
of salvation thrnuEh him. 

But, consider! you also must give a 
I must yive an account, whether I [ 
simply declared the truth, as one w 
importance, and was in earnest. You 
an account, whether you have goiie awE 
place, as if ymi had heard nothing to tfa 
and immediately disMpated your tho 
some trifling subject — some mere seculs 
—or — whether what you heard brought 
knees before God, beseeching him I 
impress his truth upon ynur hearts. 

Oh consider the aatisfaction you w 
really embracing all t/ie counsel of God. 
how soon the time will come, in which 
your ONLY SATISFACTION, that you ha 
ed it! Let it be your prayer, as you 
"O God give me grace to repent with t 
ance which is unto life! Mate me serio 
me what I must do to be saved! Help m 
the record wli«Aiil«iilia.5*.%vJccicS.v^i 
me faith to recwve Ac a.i»itin«a\— * 
seal, that then it .now other TOime 
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jonff men whereby we must be aaved^ but 
; of Jesus Christ.'* 

to your Savior, with humility as asin- 
e with GRATITUDE and love. For ye 
rnie unto the mount that nught be touched^ 
burned vnthfire^ nor unto blackness, and 
, and temfiest, and the sound of a trumfiet^ 
voice of words: when, so terrible was the 
at Mosee said^ I exceedingly fear and 
But ye are come unto mount Sion; and 
city of the living God — the heavenly Jeru- 
\d to an innumerable company of angels^ 
e general assembly and church of the first* 
kh are written in heaven; and to Godtthe 
^ all; and to the sfiiritstif just men made 
and to Jesus the Memator of the new 
; and to the blood of sprinklings that 
better thirds than that of Mel, See, then, 
refuse n§t him that s/ieakethl^ut^^ 
fa kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 
' grace f whereby we may serve God accept 
ith reverence and godly fear,* 

•Reb, zSi, 18—^8. 
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ON THE OE\TH 01 A CHILD AT DAT BBEA - 

»I Ttt» Bir. BICIIBII ClCIl. 

"Ltl me ffo, far the dm/ breaketli.''-'GKMtWa St N 



Kdw til) kind mi 

Mom ndvuiEGa — let me go- 
See jon orient tlreak appearing! 

Harbinger of endlrHS day; 
Hirk! ■ voice the darknen cheering^ 

Calls mj new-burn suul *waj[ 
Lateljr liunoh'd a trerablina Btranger, 

On thii norld'i wild boiiteraut flood, 
tiero'd wilh ■amiwt, tou'd \fi(fa duiuCi 

GltuU; t r^h^ro God. 
Now m; crici ihill cnue to ^iera tfw8) 

Sm Diy trcmUing licart (iud ml) 
Kinder amia than thine receiie me. 

Softer pillow thaa thy breut. 
Weep not o'er tJieie eyes that UnEuisli, 

Upvm'd tnmin^ (04'Ard th^ir homcf 
Eaptnr'd they'll forgetall sngnlA, 

While thef »ait to eee thee come. 
There, my mother, pi eaanres eentre — 

—Weeping, parting, care, or woo 
Ke er our Father's house ahidl entep— 

— Mom advances — let rae go. 
As throu[b this sJm and holy dawniag, 

Silent glides my pnvLing breath, 
ToanEvBRuaxiss Mobbeks — 

Gently close my eyes in death. 
Bkssinga, endless, richest hicsiingi. 

Pour their alreams upon thy heart! 
(Though no Inngua^ yet possessing) 

Breathes my spirit ere we parL 
Yet to leave Ihoe sorrowing rends me,— 

Wjt Rgaia his 'Oioe I Iwari • 

R'ne! — may every graee aweni liice. 
Rise, and seeVlo meet me liie.v^ 
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Good Books, 



SAMUEfi T. ARMSTRONG, 

JVo. SO, ComhiU, Beaton, 
BKFS for Bale on liberal terais at hi» Theological 
JokMore, a general assortment of valuable works 
itpartkularlyRELIGIOUB BOOKS. Ministers 
A Students, will find it amantageous to call at 
lb ttore, designed particularly to supply the 
CM approved Tbeolosical Books. S. T. A. has 
ibtished 



Boiith on Fn^heciet 
Foster's Essays 
Buchanan's Worb 
Dwen on Hebrews 
Minister's Compauion 
Histoty of Missions 
Sacred Gec^raphjr 
Evangelical Primer 
3U>lical Catechism 
riy mns fir Infant Minds 
Christ is Precious 
i^odman's Hymns 

^nd /lai 



Watts on Communion 
Province of Reason. 
Life of Mrs. Ramsay 
of Spencer 
of Haniet Newell 
Fanny Woodbury 
David Brainerd 
Abigail Bailey 
Abigail Waters 
Ruby Foster 
Whitefield 
Henry Kirk White 
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A new edition of CHRISTIAN PSALMODY, 
-This lie would offer to the attention of Minis- 
■s, and all concerned in Singing CItoSt^ 
JUo. SCOTT'S FAMILY ftlttU'E., jlrmBlTom^ • 
■ond Edition, the most t»e^t w^4 Va.v>fiRr«^^ 
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people. TUieffitkmk mitlf pfefiBfMffi 
the muxf editiom, nhm ha^^ beda m 
elegaiice»«€cimQrf*ndcbeapiietiu /= ^ 

S. T. A.prQMei to poUMi CTLEC 
OK THE^4!LLEN)mJlif» bf Mev. 
JSmmmmom. Price Sf^cents. 

jliif s^ Ja nev attd impfoved ediiim 
WORTH'S COKCORDANCB, t^ leU 
83:00 bomid and lettered. Cttfiy rlgki. 

!| The PANOPU8T b pubBahed eragr* 

9. T. A. el whom may always teJMuIJi 
•et% or any nlimw tf wt iiiteresdatep^ 
exceUent iroik. race to BvbacSbtx^i 
peramwm. 

ST* PRINTING in aUlts vaikty eace 
Armstmohg^s PAXss£sfor Cashor Cre 
despatoh and accuraqr. All who purchai 
at this Store will be entitled to one copy g 
every five cq»ies of any work purchased: tl 
all Books sob here (t7*£V£RY SIXT£ 
is given GRATIS. 
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THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BEFBHBNCB DBPARTMBNT 


taken from the Buildui« 
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